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EARLY HISTORY 
or THE 

GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IN BRITAIN. 

THE TRUTH LOCALISED, 

ABERDEEN. ' 

The Origin of the Meeting.. 

The meeting in Aberdeen owed its origin to Dr Thomas, 
who lectured here on the occasion of his first visit-to this 
country. The original members were mostly Campbeliites, 
who were thus in a manner prepared to receive the addi-
tional light which Dr Thomas was able to communicate 
respecting the things of the Kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ. The existence of the church in 
Aberdeen, however, did not become known to the brethren 
in other places for some time after they had been so 
organised. 

Personal Eecollections. 

Robert Roberts was one of the^ early members of the 
Aberdeen Church, as he tells us in his autobiography. H e 
also mentions the fact that he first met his future wife at 
Aberdeen, in the summer of 1853. H e says : 

About this time photography was coming into notice> 
and my masters son, Mr Ebenezer Cornwall, took an 
amateur interest in it. He obtained a camera, and used 
to visit Dr Mun roe's hydropathic institution at Lochbead 
in the early mornings to take portraits of the patients. 
On these expeditions, I used to accompany him as his 

Ho. 1 1 



ABERDEEN 

' boy,' to fetch and carry. On one occasion, the group of 
sitters included my future wife, without any knowledge on 
my part or her's. She had come to Aberdeen to visit 
her sister; who was an invalid in the institution, and 
noticed the photographer's boy, with whom she was des-
tined afterwards to have much to do. She was at this 
time a grown girl, close on the threshold of womanhood, 
and would have been disagreeably impressed had she been 
told that the mite of a boy in attendance upon the ama-
teur photographer was her future husband. But so it 
came to pass, to my great blessedness.* - -

I accompanied my sister Jane in this visit to Aberdeen ; 
and I find from my diary that, on the morning of Friday, 
July 8, 1853, Jane, Grierson G. Mitchell (who was one 
of our party), and I went out to Lochhead at five o'clock, 
to have our portraits taken by Mr Cornwall. None of us 
at the time took particular notice of the lad of fourteen 
who assisted, although I remember seeing him very well. 
This was onlyjour. months after the meeting of Baptised 
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom in Edinburgh had 
been formed, and we were not then aware that a meeting 
upon a similar footing existed in Aberdeen, else we would 
doubtless have tried to find it out. Grierson, my sister 
Agnes, and I were members of the Edinburgh Church, 
although Jane had not then cast in her lot with them. 

,Rot art Eoberta's First Baptism. 

It must have been just about the time of bur visit to 
Aberdeen that Robert Roberts was baptised and received 
into the Aberdeen meeting, as he himself tells us in his 
autobiography, as follows :— 

Before this, tarty immersion into Christ had taken place 
in 1853, when 1 was fourteen years old. I was examined 
by ^Brethren A. Black and J. Mowatt, and immersed by 
the former in the river Dee, about a mile outside the town. 
A fisherman's hut afforded undressing convenience. I t 
was a beautiful summer's Sunday morning. There was a 
crowd of Sunday strollers on the bank, who gave a loud 

* Good Company, vol. i. p. 32. 
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laugh when the act of baptism was performed. Another 
was immersed at the same time—I think a farm-hand, 
by the name of Lawson. I am also under the impression 
that the same morning my grandmother and undo (Reid) 
were immersed. If not then, it was not long before or 
after. Next Sunday morning, we were very affectionately 
received at the breaking of bread. I t was a very gratify-
ing occasion, as X suppose it is to every one who is received 
among the brethren for the first time. We received the 
right hand of fellowship by being made to stand at the 
door of exit as the meeting dispersed—each one shaking 
us by the hand as they-passed out. I was a diligent 
attender at all the meetings afterwards.* ' 

An Anonymous Gift to Dr Thomas. 

In the Herald for March 1854, Dr Thomas gives the 
following extract from a letter by Mr Richard Robertson, 
his London agent:— 

Among my receipts for the Herald, there is an anony-
mous donation of two shillings and sixpence from a poor 
man in Aberdeen to assist the editor of the Herald in its 
publication. Such an item is indeed more gratifying than 
all the vain applause of the multitude; and in addition to 
which, I could extract from the abundance of triy corres-
pondence, a volume of heart-felt prayer that has ascended 
to heaven on your behalf as a diligent and faithful servant 
of ' the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.' 

Commenting upon this gift Dr Thomas says:— 

The donation is indeed a gratifying incident, and all the 
more acceptable as being spontaneous. Two and sixpence 
is a large sum to a-poor man in the north of Scotland; and 
from its being contributed anonymously, it is good evidence 
that the demonstrations of the Herald have touched his 
heart. Though subjected to much misrepresentation txnd 
reproach by the adherents of a profitable ' orthodox)'/ I 
shall work on, encouraged by the good wishes, the prayers, 
and the substantial contributions of the poor, whose privi-
lege it has been from the beginning to support the procla-
mation of the gospel, and to have it preached to them as 
the heirs of the kingdom which it reveals.t 

* Good Company, vol. L p. 108. 
t ITerald if the Kingdom, and Age to Comt, 1854, p. 65. 
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Correspondence with the Edinburgh Church, 

It has already been mentioned that, at an early period 
in the history of the Edinburgh Church, a correspondence 
was opened up with churches and individuals of the same 
precious faith in other places, as the existence of such 
became known, principally from communications appearing 
in Dr Thomas's Herald. The first church to be thus 
addressed was that in Aberdeen, of whose existence the 
church in Edinburgh had only learned a short fime pre-
viously. To these brethren in the North the following 
letter was sent:— 

To the Congregation of Christian Disciples in Aberdeen. 

Edinburgh, 26th August,. 1855. 
BELOVED BRETHREN,—It has long been a }vish with us to open up and 

maintain a correspondence with our brethren in different parts of the 
country; but we have wanted a suggestive opportunity. ,Aet us make-; 
such opportunity and circumstance; for Burely there is enough at any time 
to awaken and sustain a lively interest in each others' welfare. By such 
means we may reciprocate kindly feeling, and may mutually aid our: 
studies of that sublime book—the Bible. ..- ,, 

I t was a.matter of regret with us, that our meeting at New Tear timei 
was so little satisfactory to your deputy, our respected brother Alexander 
Black but perhaps we may, even now, by other means, undo the disap- .; 
pointment, and satisfy one another as to the importance and benefit of 
mutual interchange of sentiments and experience. Another meeting has 
been suggested for the forthcoming New Year ; but whether it bepro-
ductive of any good or no, depends certainly upon the prepared condition 
of those who then associate—personally, by deputy, o r b y letter. Now 
rather, while communication by letter is our best substitute for personal 
intercourse, and is perhaps quite an effective means towards assimilation, 
if rightly used, let us speak to each other. . 

Perhaps the best introduction of ourselves which we can no^f make is, 
to tell of our circumstances and occupations since, the beginning of the 
year. During that time we have .added to our number four brethren and 
live, sisters, one of the latter having been restored ; one brother has with-
drawn, and one emigrated to America leaving its now with forty-one 
members, A brother and sister have united their interests and fortunes 
by marriage; and all have progressed somewhat encouragingly in the 
arts of life and consociation. The roll now stands as follows:— 

[Here was given a list of the names and addresses of the members of the 
Kdiulmrgh Church]. 

* [Tim was a reference to tho fact that, at iho aggregate meeting of tlio Scottish 
brHhnm, JicM in Kdiulmrgh at the New Year previously, u proposal from the Aben I ecu 
Church, that tlie various meetings of the brethren throughout tho country .should bo 
formally or#miseil into one hotly for tho purpose of maintaining an c van go list; and 
nUo, that an invitation Hhoultl he given to Dr Thomne to revisit Hrituin—both of which 
proposals had been strongly advocated l>y Urol her Muck—wuro not accepted by tho 
unhurt brotherhood]. 
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W e huve occupied a good deal of timo.in examining the teaching of the 
prophetic Scriptures regarding the order and nature of the events connected 
with the coming of the Lord, particularly those relating respectively to 
Gog or the land of Magog and the king and people of Assyria in the 
latter duys; and the king of the North spoken of in Daniel xi. These 
inquiries are still pending. 

In prosecution of our inquiries into these—and> indeed, into all topics 
—we have found that the only efficient method we can pursue is that of 
mutual search and conversation; finding that, however beneficial set 
addresses may be in the enforcement of absolute truth or in exhortation, 
they can help us but little in a free inquiry into the teaching of Scripture 
on any point in question. 

Although we have not at all exhausted these topics, yet from want of 
ability we feel obliged sometimes to pause and change our track of inquiry; 
the imperfection of our mental powers, as well as a certain obliquity of 
judgment, resulting from having been nurtured in corrupt systems, neces-
sarily holding us hack from that perfect knowledge of the divine will which 
is attainable from'even the simple perusal of the sacred Scriptures. But, 
while sensible of this, we will nob abate in our endeavours after more 
knowledge and better imitation of the will of the Lord God. No, 
brethren; for this is our opportunity for the development of mind and 
character. • ' . . 

An inquiry has also been mooted lately regarding tho .proper Use of 
music in the congregatiou, particularly with respect to the themes of song. 
The proposition that tnany of the psalms of ancient Israel are appropriate 
for our use only with a modified meaning, and that the N e w Testament and 
the writings of the prophets might supply us with additional subjects at 
least as suitable, has met with general asaent; aud we now occupy our-
selves, at our week-evening meetings, with the selection and examination 
of poetitic episodes—adorative, instructive, and exhortatory—from the 
sources alluded-to. Of course there will be some difficulty in making use 
of these in their unaltered shape; but we expect that our end is the 
more easily attainable from the chants which we have to some extent got 
introduced, into use on the First Day of tho week. 

Wo trust, brethren, that those few things may suffice to put you in 
possession of a sufficient acquaintance with us to make a correspondence, 
practicable; and that you will be ready to reciprocato our kindly feelings 
and good wishes. We shall be happy to rcceivo from you, and shall duly 
consider, any suggestion regarding either the matters or the manner of our 
investigation. 

W e hope that you all enjoy health and the prosperity which comes from 
God. May the richest blessings of the Almighty, through His Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, descend upon you all. 

W e are, beloved brethren, yours in the one faith and hope of tho 
gospel, 

In name of the congregation meeting in Tailors' Hall, Edinburgh, 
GEORGE DOWIB, Sec. 

Ia response to this communication, a long letter was 
received from the church in Aberdeen, reciprocating an 
affectionate interest, and thereby encouraging to further 
correspondence. I have not, however, preserved a copy 
of this letter. 
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Letter by Robert Koberts to Dr Thomas. 

Three years after his first baptism, Robert Roberts's 
growing appreciation of Dr Thomas induced him to send 
a letter to his spiritual preceptor, acknowledging his great 
indebtedness to him. Robert introduces this letter into 
his biography with something like an apology for haying 
written it;—thus : 

In the autumn of 1856, I wrote the "following letter^ 
which appeared in the Herald for 1857, page 43. I t now 
strikes me as being an inflated and raw production of the 
sortv that usually comes from impetuous youth when per-
mitted to air itself—interesting only as the premonition 
of a laborious and painful day. There was no one to 
control or check me, otherwise the letter would not have 
been written, or, being written, would never have gone 
across the Atlantic. ' • • 

Aberdeen, Scotland, October 8tb, 1856. . 
M r DEAR BROTHER,—Although personally unknown to you, I have,' 

nevertheless, in. virtue of a unity and identity of 4 hope,' presumed 'thus 
far upon your forbearance. I t has long been my intention to write you, . 
but hitherto I hays been deterred' by various considerations. A t Iast$. 
however, I have got the pen in my hand, which I am; resolutely determined'' 
not to relinquish till I shall have transferred my ideas (such as tliey are) 
to paper. My object in writing, is more to encourage you in the struggle 
in which you are engaged, than to perplex you with pointless questions 
and imaginary difficulties. Allow me to remark, then, that, to my mind, 
you seeffeto be carrying forward the ' good fight' to a successful termina-
tion; f o r i conceive that the capture of the 'good and honest, hearted' 
(of which t painfully testify there" are but few) by the truth, is the very 
highest point'of success to which we could aspire. 

You will bear with me if I should appear too minute In detailing a case 
illustrative of the illuminating influence of the truth, as set forth in Elpis 
Jsrael. The case is my own, and I can, therefore, speak with certainty. 
Previous to coming in contact with tho above-mentioned work, 1 was 
zealously affected for what I considered the truth—namely, the ideas 
propounded from the pulpit. I believed them, and, so far as I am aware, 
walked consistently. I was sincere, quite in earnest, and my language 
mentally was, ' Sirs, what shall I do to be saved ?' On all hnnds I 
invariably received the response, 'Bel ievo on the Lord Jesus Christ,' Ac. 
Being in perfcct ignorance, cxcepfc of whnt I had rccoiml from maternal 
indoctrination, I accepted the generally received understanding of ; Believe, 
ifcc.,' sw truth. I was just on tho eve of being immersed on Baptist prin-
ciples, wlion I fell in with a Herald. There was something so rational, 
BO comprehensible—something which partook so much of common sense— 
that my attention was at oneo arrested. M y curiosity was so much 
oxcitcd, that nothing short of an understanding of the wholo matter, in 
some way or other, would satisfy me. I therefore procured n copy of 
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JClj,is Tsraef, and read it with intense interest. I then compared it with 
what Hie Scriptures actually said, and I was perfectly struck with the 
identity of tin; language. Without further hesitation, I renounced for 
HVIT the absolute blasphemies to which I had before adhered—namely, 
' immortality of the soul,' 'heaven,' ' hell,' an atmospherical recompenso 
lit di;ath, itc.; and, haying become aware of the existence of a meeting 
of believers here, although then only in my fifteenth year, I identified 
mysrlf with them by putting on Christ by immersion. In following this 
rourso of action, it is almost, needless to add, that I experiencechthc most 
nbu.sivo misrepresentation and utter contempt that vindictiveness could 
possibly devise. Former friends turned their backs and became sworn 
enemies; relations became cold ; and all agreed to pity my infatuation. 

* . . • • • 
Brother Thomas, my gratitude is unbounded. I cannot possibly give 

utterance to my feelings. What a great salvation has been revealed ! 
What a book is tho Bible ! 1 What a God is Jehovah ! ! ! i f y heart 
swells with grateful emotion when I contemplate these things. My 
thanksgiving knows no bonnds—no bounds when I revert to the former 
contemptible, effeminate appeanuico which these things made, when 
reviewed through the medium of sectarian theology. • 

My efforts for the diffusion of the truth, I regret to say, can extond no 
further than contention, of which I have plenty. Ueing only seventeen 
years of ago, I am, of coursc, poor in this world's goods, or else, I can 
assure you, dear brother, the Herald, should never go down for want of 
funds. A s it is, however, my exertions in behalf of the truth must be 
confined exclusively, to speaking,-and, when the time conies, they will also 
bo extended to co-operation iti the way of funds; and then, when Jesus 
returns, he will reward every man according to his works, 

I ani afraid I have trespassed oh your forbearance, but then you know-
how to excuse one that is in earnest.. 

With an earnest desire that you may be spared until our Lord returns 
to Zion, I remain your affectionate brother in the hope of the promise 
made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

ROBERT ROBERTS. 

An Abortive Discussion. 

In the beginning of the year 1865, the brethren were 
much interested in an offer which wss made by a Mr M. J. 
Dougall, a member of the Campbellite Church in Aber-
deen, to enter into a written discussion with R. Roberts, 
in his monthly periodical, The Ambassador of the Coming 
Age, on the differences in faith between R. Roberts and 
David King, of Birmingham. This offer was made in 
consequence of the refusal, by David King, to enter into 
a verbal discussion of this kind, after being challenged to 
it by R. Roberts. Mr DougalPs proposal was thus inti-
mated to the Editor of The Ambassador b}' James Mo watt, 
of Aberdeen : 

7 
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Mr John Dougall, of this place, is willing to discuss 
with-you what he understands to be Bibleism in opposition 
to what we believe the Bible teaches. He. is a reader of 
The Ambassador, and has seen what has passed between 
you and David Xing. .He does not approve of King's 
conduct in the affair ; and as he seems desirous that truth 
should be promoted,-he is himself desirous to enter the 
contest H e called upon me and stated his proposition, 
I said to him that I should take the mind of the brethreri 
upon the matter, which I have done; and the brethren 
concluded that I should write you regarding it, and to say 
that if you were willing, they thought good might be the 
result. I may say : that- Mr Dougall meets with the 
Cnmpbellite friends of this place.: He is the most intelli-
gent of them, and is of some standing in society. He has 
a very good moral character. In fact, I do believe he is 
sincere and honest, and that -it is the promotion of the 
truth he has solely in contemplation. You will see from 
the accompanying half sheet that he is willing to pay the 
extra expense that ybu will b ^ to in providing the 
additional pages to be devoted; to the discussion. I leave 
the affair }vith you, and you can let us know the result 

The challenge was at once accepted by R. Roberts, and 
the discussion was actually commenced in The Ambassador, 
four pages being added to the regular issue of that maga-
zine for that purpose, at the expense of Mr Dougall. 
A t tho very outset, however, there seemed to be a 
thorough misunderstanding between the disputants, and 
the discussion did not get further than an attempt to 
.settle the point or points that should be discussed. I t was 
somewhat abruptly ended, after extending over only three 
months, owing to Mr Dougall having been 1 unfortunate 
enough to get into the trammels of the law in a matter 
which, as a religious professor, he must feel to be exceed-
ingly painful.' 

A pivis ioa Healed. 

In the l\lewnger for October 1867 it is stated that ' a 
division which took place several months ago among the 
brethren lias now been healed—the seceding brethren 
having all returned to their places in the church.' 



AfiEBD^EN 

' A Lively Visitor. 

In 18G8, Thomas Wallis—who had previously been suc-
cessively connected with the meetings in Nottingham, 
'Birmingham, and Edinburgh—came to Aberdeen, and the 
brethren'had a very lively time of it during his residence 
;um>ng them. Brother Wallis—as he had previously been 
doing at Birmingham—took a very active part in the 
evangelistic work of the church, being accustomed to 
parade the streets with a large-sized banner, on which was 
tho motto, 'Behold, the Sridegroora Cometh!' &c.; and 
being a very forcible speaker, he gained a hearing, from a 
large number of persons. His stay here was very brief, 
however, as he left on Sept. 2, 1868, for Nottingham. 

The Eldership. ' 

In the communication by the Aberdeen Church to the 
July Meeting, held in Edinburgh in 1858, it was stated 
that for three years previously the subject of the eldership 

.had at various times occupied their attention, with a view 
to having men appointed to office such as obtained in the 
apostolic qhurch. They had not th^n, however, attained 
this congregational order, which,. they were convinced, 
was intended to continue after the gifts of the Spirit had 
passed away, They believed that there should be bishops, 
elders, and deacons in every Christian congregation where 
properly qualified men could be found; and this subject 
was suggested for the consideration of the brethren at the 
noo r eg a te gathering. The brethren generally, however, 
did not approve of the proposal, and did nothing in the 
direction of carrying it out. The brethren in Aberdeen, 
however, persistently clung to the idea, although it was 
upwards of ten years before they put it into practice, as 
we learn from the following paragraph in the Messenger 
for October 1869 

Our meeting has been organised to-day (Sept. 26) 
according to the example of the early churches, by the 
appointment of elders and deacons. Instead of the single 
president, we have now two elders—Brethren James 
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his physical health. They left him, however, but poorly 
furnished with the means of providing what is required 
for the sustenance of ' this mortal,' and usually quite 
unprepared for the payment of his half-yearly rent when 
it became due, In the circumstances, and in response to 
repeated appeals that were made on his behalf in the 
Messenger of the Churches, the necessary funds were pro-
vided for hitn by the friends of the truth throughout. the., 
country. The poor man, who seemed just in his element 
when 'gospelling' in the district, was thus kept beyond 
the reach of want, though very little more, while doing 
the work of an evangelist gratuitously. 

A Newspaper Sneer. 

As showing the unappreciative manner.in which his 
labours of love were viewed by an unsympathetic local 
newspaper press, the Messenger for June 1863 had the 
following :— 

During May our Brother Robertson has been busily 
employed in that field which, has Turriff for its centre. 
The places before mentioned have been revisited, and. san-
guine hopes are entertained regarding several, who, indeed, 
lire all but prepared to take a decided stand for the ancient 
faith. The following is cut from the Aberdeen Free Press 
of May 15th :— 

NEW BYTH!—LECTURES ON THE SECOND ADVENT.—A Turriff shoemaker 
lms been amongst us lecturing on the above subject; on the evening of 
Jitljlmtli week, he lectured on the 'Personal Reign of Christ on the Earth.' 
On Monday night he laboured hard to prove the necessity of his coming 
to dwell on Mount Zion, and judge the Twelve Tribes of Israel, &c. On 
tho whole, we would advise, 'jVe sulor ultra crqndam.' (Let not the 
uliocruaker go beyond his last). 

This is bad advice. The world has been more indebted 
to those who work ultra crepidam than to the professionals 
who are paid for the business of amelioration, 

A Holiday Evangelistic Tour. 

In the beginning of August 1863, George Dowie made 
u tour in Aberdeenshire, of which he gave the following 
account in the Messenger for September ;— 

n 
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Mowatt and William Gill; and three deacons—Brethren 
James Sellars, John Mitchell, and John Anderson. W e 
have long been of the mind that such a state of things 
ought to be, but have only now arrived at the carrying out 
of it,—W. G. 

The Evangelist's Office. 

Another proposal which the Aberdeen Church sub-
mitted from time to time to the aggregate meeting of the 
brotherhood was, that an evangelist should be appointed 
to go through the country preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, the expense to be defrayed by the several 
churches. This proposal usually received very small 
support from the bulk of the delegates—so small that it 
could not be adopted. 

ABERDEENSHIRE. 

A Humble Evangelist. 

In the' early sixties, a remarkable evangelistic work was 
carried out in a considerable district of Aberdeenshire by 
Jiirnes Robertson, a man in very humble circumstances, 
but warmly interested in the propagation of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom. Brother Robertson, who was a shoemaker 
to trade, was a member of the church iu Aberdeen, from 
which he removed in 1861 to Insch, and subsequently, in 
July 18G2, to Turriff, from which, as a convenient centre, 
lie used to make periodical visitations to a number of the 
towns and villages in the neighbourhood. The places 
thus visited included Balfaton, Crimond, Cuminston, 
J^clterangus, Insch, Lomnay, Mintlaw, Pitsligo, White-
hills, &c. B y means of conversation, lectures, and tract 
distribution, he did a good work in thfe service of the 
truth, and was instrumental in leading many to a know-
ledge of the Gospel of the Kingdom, and to become 
obedient to its. requirements. H e did not enjoy very 
robust health, and these repeated outings, besides being -
serviceable to the truth, had also a beneficial effect upon 
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Having a week's holiday • early in August, I availed 
myself of the opportunity to visit the brethren in this 
county; particularly in the north part. In addition to 
pleasant communications, with'several brethren in the city 
of AuEitDteEH, on two different occasions, I spent a' very 
agreeable First Day of the week with the church in 
TI'KRIFK It. now numbers fourteen ; although, from the. 
distance'.of some, and the frailty of the elder Andrew^ (at 
Whitehills), they can seldom if ever all meet together. 
About the half of them are what we would call young-
persons. Brother J. Robertson's health is rather improv-
ing, and he us^s all the energy he can command in the 
diffusion of the truth and the building up of the brethren: 
in the latter work not • as yet much assisted by those 
brethren; but those ardent^soills'cannot long remain 
inactive in this necessary work. 

In company with Brother R., I visited BANFF, N E W 
I'njjuoo, and CUMINESTON; holding .public meetings in each 
place—in the first and last in the open air. A s Banff and 
New Pitsligo had not before been engaged to hear an 
advocacy of the old, doctrine of the kingdom, it is hoped 
that those meetings will-prove only as the breaking of the 
ground, preparatory to a very diligent tillage of what 
appear to be very promising fields. This is purposed, as 
God affords strength and opportunity. 

In the middle of the week I also visited FRASERBURGH, 
and there met with some who are believers in the Gospel 
<>f the Kingdom of God. One of these (William Gall, 

• tnijorj 12 Town Head), reports himself as having believed 
that gospel previous to his immersion, some years ago; the 
others—Andrew Marr, tailor, 2 Commerce Street, and 
(Ji'oige B. Findlay, clerk, Post Office—I immersed into 
the name of the Lord. These brethren purpose to meet 
together for the worship .of God, and mutual instruction 
in the way of life and holiness. 

Jiy personal visit I also ascertained that there are some 
persons in connection with Baptist churches in PETERHEAD 
»iid NKW PITSLIGO who are giving attention to-the doctrine 
"f Hie kiugdom. I was struck with the knowledge which 
tho.se odd persons seem to have of one another, even" 
though twenty miles apart. Surely they are those whom 
• visitation of the gospel is to take out of the nation for 
tli<; name of the Lord. 



A I U D U I E — B A L t f A T O N 

AIRDRIE. 

Tliore never have been more than a mere handful of 
btilievers- in Airdrie, but from a very early period there 
were several located in. or near the town. Thus, at the 
"^grogute meeting held at Edinburgh on Dec. 30, 1855, 
(lie number of brethren reported from Airdrie was seven 
—two of whom had previously been connected with the 
Kuformation community, two had had no previous religious 
connection, and respecting three there was no information. 
Their standing in the faith may be inferred from the fact 
that, in 1857, they forwarded a suggestion to the church 
in Edinburgh, to the effect that an invitation should be 
sent to Dr Thomas to revisit this country'—a proposal, 
however, which those to whom it was sent did not see 
their way to adopt. When the printed Church Roll was 
issued, in August 1859, the number of believers in Airdrie 
was given as only two—Thomas Forsyth and his wife ; 
und these, along with two at Chapelhall, were grouped 
with what was then known as the First Congregation in 
Glasgow.'- In the autumn of 1860, "it was reported that 
tho brethren in and about Airdrie had commenced to 
meet together, holding. their assemblies in each others' 
houses. A t the aggregate meeting in July 1861, the 
membership was reported as nine; and in October 1862 
it was reduced to eight. Subsequently the meeting was 
discontinued, without any particulars of the cause bning 
stated. 

BALFATON (Aberdeenshire). 

A meeting was formed here in the year 1864, mainly 
through the labours of James Robertson, of Turriff; and 
in September of that year the small church was visited 
and refreshed by the services of Archibald Dowie, of 
Cupar. The meeting, from some unexplained cause, did 
not seem to have been of long continuance. 

is 
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BANFF. 

This was one of the towns to which James Robertson, 
of Turriff, occasipaaity extended his' evangelistic, labours, 
in addition to those in Aberdeenshire. It was also visited 
by Archibald Dowie, of Cupar, in-September 1864, his 
visit being thus recorded in the Banffshire Journal:— 

Mr Dowie, from Cupar -Fife, delivered a lecture on 
Friday evening last, in the drawing-room of the County 
I hill, Banff, to a highly respectable, although not a very 
numerous audience. The lecturer had for his subject 'The 
Fulfilment of Prophecy.' H e contended that, notwith-
standing all minor causes, the life, death, resurrection, 
ascension, and glorification of Christ were but the fulfil-, 
nient of predictions concerning him. l i e further- affected 
to substantiate, upon Scriptural grounds, that1 Christ 
personally, in glory, was to set up and reign over an ever-
Justing kingdom in this world. He concluded by heartily 
denouncing the modern plan, to which many resorted, 'of 
explaining away unfulfilled prophecy, by spiritualising it. 

Not much .practical result followed the united labours 
of these brethren, however, at this time, so far as I have 
been able to ascertain. 

BELFAST. 

In the autumn of 1859, Brother James M'ELinlay, who 
lit tliat time resided'at Wishaw, was on a visit to Belfast ; 
ami finding five persons there—all women—who were ready 
to make the good confession, he immersed them into the 
name of the Lord. One of these womeii was the wife 
of a brother named John Mulholland, who had formerly 
betn a member of one of the meetings in Glasgow, but 
whom business considerations had recently induced to 
remove to Glasgow: and three of them were her sisters. 
These six for some time afterwards met on the First Day 
of tlm week in the house of John Mulholland, to read and 
study the Scriptures ; but not till the autumn of I860 did 
ihuy begin to break the bread of commemoration with 
each other. . 
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BERWICK. 

The Introduction of the Truth, 
^Mt 

So early as. the year 1846, when Andrew Tait, in the 
roursc of his employment as a servant of the North 
Iirittsh Railway Company, was sent to Berwick-on-Tweed, 
t<>'assist in the opening of the railway between Edinburgh 
and that town, he made the acquaintance of a number of 
ItnpLists in Berwick. Among these were two men of 
ji<»me note in their own way—John Nesbit, a farmer at 
Pax ton South Mains, some four or five miles from Ber-
wick ; and Thomas Jackson, a fisherman, at Spittal. 
William Wilson also subsequently became acquainted with 
thorn during a short residence, on business, which1 he made 
in Berwick. Both of these men were brought under the 
notice of the meeting in Tailors' Hall, Edinburgh, as 
individuals ' not far from the Kingdom of God;' and as 
it appeared, from a letter received by William Wilson, 
that Thomas Jackson had been very unfortunate in his 
fishing, in the season of 1855, it was agreed to send him a 
lettor of sympathy and encouragement. This letter was 
read to the church, and approved by them, on Sunday, 
{September 23. I t was as .follows 

Letter to Thomas Jackson from the Church in Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh, 23rd September, 1855. 
MRT THOMAS JACKSON,—DEAR B R O T H E R , — W e h a v e l i s t e n e d w i t h m u c h 

intercut to the recital of your misfortunes, as given by our Brethren 
Andrew Tait and William Wilson, and have been pleased to learn that, 
under all adversities, your trust in God has not failed. The result of this 
coiili(!enco in Him who feeds the ravens when they:cry, and who walketh 
on tho wings of the wind, has been that H e has helped you and never 
tuflrrcd you to fall. So trust, and so shall you live. I t was a maxim in 
ancient Israel, 4'I have been young, but now am old, yet have I not seen 
i]i« righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.' And this same prin-
ciple Jesus our Lord haa taught his disciples in the saying, ' Seek ye first 
tho Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these thing3 shall be 
•dded to you'—food to eat and raiment to put on. Tho Lord is not 
unmindful of them that fear Him, And although the temporary frown 
'jf those with whom you formerly associated may light upon you, because 
<»f your unswerving advocacy of the ancient faith in plain words, do not 
In ed that; for the same God in whom you trust can more than uniko up 
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even the deprivation of their society-praising up about you men of 
more intense character, who will not flinch from plain speaking, but aid 
you in nil endeavours after the long obscured and much-despised Truth 
whirl) onco warmed the heart and stimulated the conduct of the early 
(Iini-ijilea; but which is of little esteem in this faithless age and generation. 
J l is altogether false policy, under any circumstances, to conciliate men by 
the temporary withholding or even equivocation of certain truth and well-
founded conviction ; for the esteem of those who can thus be conciliated is 
df littlo worth; while those worthy of regard iever admire integrity of 
jun-poso and honesty of speech. And though it were hot so, what need 
we care} The friendship of the world so often proves itself enmity 
iigainst God, that although all earthly homes and hearths be closed against 
u», wo shall not heed, for we are thus only exiled into the larger and better 
limine of God, enlightened by His countenance and cheered by the beauty 
and grandeur of all His mighty works!: This is no misfortune. 

Wo wish to have you know further, that we have felt riiuch interested 
in the fact, that those truths which you have been so forward in advocat-
ing nro tlioso which we ourselves have had to search, and almost fight for, 
in our former associations; truths which we hold precious; truths which 
hnvo revolutionised our thoughts and practices; which are probably des-
tined to lead to the opening up of still wider disclosures of divine wisdom 

:iiml more profound depths of heavenly knowledge. For we cannot allow 
•that wo have yet arrived at the end of that world of truth which is created 
mid displayed by the "Word of God.' No, brother, we are but disciples— 
Irarncrs in the divine school—and many a hard lesson we have yet-to 
ni-qtiii-e. But although yet only on the outer verge of knowledge, with au 
imiuciiKity before us still uninvestigated, we shall be—should be—guided 
by that apostolic precept, 'Whereunto ye have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same th ing; ' assured that thus 
"lily .shall our progress be quite satisfactory and truly noble. 

We have learned by your letter to brother W. Wilson that you have 
ii"t hud a very successful fishing season; but we trust that you will bo 
i>l>lr to weather that by other good fortune from the Father's hand. If, 
however, this has already straitened you, let us know, and we shall sue 
whiit can bo done for you, here or else,where. Although not at all rich in 
worldly goods ourselves, it is but right that we should endeavour to bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ; and we may indeed 

directed by God to the opening up a way for you which shall have less 
vicissitude and clearer prospects. But whether or no, dear brother, let us 
I"- stimulated to a faithful discharge of all duties, knowing that we do not 
Lu-k opportunity for the exhibiting and perfecting of true religion, wliat-
i-vi'r bo our- station in life. A diligent -pursuit of business may be the 
•••irryiug out of God's will more completely than the sober pursuit of a 
ln-niiit's life. 

The grand practical quality of the religion of Jesus Christ is that its 
r> •jiiiriMiients affect the ordinary workiug life of man; and that while the 
""•iiil advantages which unquestionably flow from the association of 
'" licvor.s are important and indispensable, no- one, although denied these 
I'rivili'jrijH, is deficient of opportunity to live a life like the Master and 
"•I.ini his doctrine. For ourselves, we are solicitous to encourage each 
'••h'T in the ways of God, knowing that we serve tho Lord Christ, even by 
tli" work of our hands, and shall receive the reward of the inheritance if 

'«• faithful to him. 
• l'r«»lln:r, the day is at hand when ' Iho Lord himself shall descend from 

li'-Avcii withr a shout, and with the voice of tho archangel, and with the 
trump of. God,' In view of this glorious appearance, lot us be wise and 



B E R W I C K 

lopeful, and always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that, 
liu.t prnpared inul seasoned, wo do not labour in vnin. Thanks t>u to Go>l 

ho| 
t.lniM propa 
for 1 lis unspeakable gift. 

Wo iiro, in namo of tho congregation mooting ill Tailors' Hall, 22 Potter 
Row, Edinburgh, 

Yours with all esteem and affection, 
GEORGE DOWIE, See. 

12 Beaumont Place. 

More Truth Seekers. 

A letter in acknowledgment of this epistle was duly 
received from Thomas Jackson. I t was couched in simple, 
natural, and grateful language, and I regret that I have 
not preserved a copy of it. I t was read at the meeting 
on Sunday, October 7, and led to some very interesting 
conversation. From the statements made by Andrew 
Tnit and William Wilson, it appeared that there were 
several earnest truth" seekers in the Baptist Church at 
Berwick, and who, in consequence of some disagreements 
in church matters that had arisen, might be 'more amen-
able to the truth. The church, therefore, agreed to send 
n letter of counsel and encouragement to the persons thus 
indicated, which should be addressed to the care of John 
Nesbit. The letter thus written and approved by the 
church was as follows :— 

Letter to John Nesbit from the Church in Edinburgh. 
; Edinburgh, 4th November, 1855. 

MR J o n s NESBIT,—RE3PKOTED F R I E N D , — T h r o u g h o u r B r e t h r e n A . 
1'ait aud W. Wilson, we learn that there are a few in and about Berwick 
who have had ' their attention awakened to the things concerning tho 
Kingdom of God as taught by the apostles and prophets, and that you are 
one of that class. I n presuming, therefore, to address you, and your com-
panions through you, by letter, wo hope that our communication will bo 
nccepted in the spirit in which it is sent—with the desire that more know-
ledge and greater progress may be tho results, and that a properly estab-
lished friendship may spring up between us and those who seem, from the 
indications we have received, to bo moving in the same track which we 
ourselves have traversed so far in an acquirement of clearer perception 
and more intense faith. 

We understand that the Baptist Church with which you and your com-
panions have been so long and so happily connected, is one of a constitu-
tion somewhat similar to those with which some of ourselves have been 
connected here, and from whose association we have derived so manifest 
nil advantage.. For it cannot be denied that to the Baptists we are very 
much indebted for habits of a condition of faith and practice much liker 
tho apostolic than that which any other religious communion exhibits in 
our day. Indeed, the Baptist, and even Independent, Churches have been 
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to tis nurses in the era of immature jndgment and incipient fa i th; and. 
111 HO from the fact of there being in them so many men of upright 
Miuviour and sterling character;:we cannot but hold them, in esteem. I t 
in, therefore, with an extra feeling of pleasure that wo learn that, from 
Among the society in Berwick, there are some preparing to move forward 
iiml.jiut to proper use the moi'al and ecclesiastical education which, their 
nssociation has afforded them^"":^;:?"'?"''^ •---. • •-v'-.y- wis.;. 

'J lmt your faith should lead to' some important results, is what is to be 
cxpected j and we trust, therefore, you will all keep yourselves free from 
the control of feeling- or friendly bias; that when you really find that the 
divino will has to be done at-the expenses of natural inclination and long-
diorishcd opinions; y o u will-haVe only a little struggle- and' no hesitation 

. in noting your part)
5 nobly-and>honburably.4;' Iti'ia«only by such conduct 

1 Imt (!o<l can bo honoured throUgh us i^ The matter which you will experi-
riico hardest of all is dottbtless-iwhat we-have all felt most severe—namely, -
tho jiossibility-^nay-certainty-^-that'our former'jfaith' has'been lto- A ' great 
rxtent- wrong, and t]iat (he'fix^.BtepaoHknpTledge'-is^'to^know.ihat'.'we are -
ij{iioi-aiit; itlier^y^propamg'CO&raelTes^^gaoro^vei^tiiin^- ofvour own 

1 rather.than lose^t1»4SZmgdom.?.of<£todi^^ith»'U8l^liea''-<^0' question1 came 
ii|>,IK .pofrour previous baptismwalid^seeing .we;attended to -it^in sincere, 

• fuitli J h it' was settled by some at once,^' We*1 have-been immersed m 
ixnorunce: of-the gospel o^ Jesus C!hri8t,fiandatherefore ut is'as- nothing j ' 

uml byothers,'iWehave^a.difficultyiiwei'doubt,'sbutsshall>we suffer-by :the •„ 
•loubt | • Kay ; let us go at once, and •cancelfthe'imperfect 'act.' -Js'And so,.:-
"f thoso who halve previously-been in-alliance^ithsfBaptist Churches, there. • 

• liiivc been nonq-who have not'imamfestedrithe%utmost< frankness'in stating 
their en.se and unravellmgtheir difficultiesiSOTlientftheycould'not-loose the 
knot, thoy'cut it.-^ N o w / a l l this we^deem5 good^aud becoming / for the 
n|>(wtolic maxim is one never to be**• forgotten':*' Whereunto'- we have 
alri'iuly attained,' let us walk by * the "same ^rule, let u s mmd the same 
HI»uj».' To forego - anything 'of - faithr-by-:: ani;inconsistence- of conduct 13 
c.-rtiiinly tire -very' worst of ^policy.tsKJesusVhas^.taughtvthe -quality - of: his . 
I' li^'ion in these torma: ' I f 'any mau will do the will of; G-od; he shall 
know Ilia doctrine.- • W o have already experienced?the truth of the pnn-
riplnvhy tho augmentation: of our;" own -knowledge consequent upon r the 
|«>W.ssion and hiamfestation of the leady spnit to obey " *" 

• One other aspect of our'texpenenoe^ire--•shaUx-cadvert'y.toI-'-.w probably 
haying in it something sympathetic with: your.'<own present -position.- The -
•I 'l.-siion, whether-it is right to ' separate f from^a'church because -we sea 
•litl'-Mi-nlly from what the others do, and still enjoy perfect toleration 111 
holding—perhaps teaching—the pure faith.: ^This we now deem a very 
iiAturai and plausiblo guise for the feeling of attachment to assume, but 

-••iio tif vi.-ry questionable policy. We-havo learned by the results what 
'" !>•» onco with us only proolemaucal—thai ihe union of those who ha-vc 
ciir fnith, mid to a great extent one mind, is not only more like the pri-
"•itivf fashion of church fellowship,-; but ia also calculated to be more 
U ii.-lif'ml iu our subsequent acquirement 'of knowledge; for then ' the 
fruii ,if righteousness is sown in peace by them that make peace.' ' 

An ohl slnnding nn-l well-recorded experience o f ; the first churches 
»!i,.r.U a painful illustration of the evi l s -of temporising with former 
P^ni'Mis, however correct in their own date and circumstances: 'Wc ineaii 

'lt-'|nitf about the bondage of the law on the hearts of the Gontiles—a 
•I 1.••lit.11, which could nevw havo occurred bad tho Jewish bclievcrsi iiuido 

i li-iui. riddiinuo of their ancient law in assuming tho faith' of Christ. 
I'loiii iho rc.petition of such a fertile evil may tho Lord protect us. B u t 
»li«ul<! wc not be prepared against the possible recnrrcncc of it by a careful 
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Rv«.ii!mico of any control by former judgments or strong natural feelings 1 
'i'lii.i will wo do if tlio Lord pormit. . • 

( c o u n s e l more, and wo have done for the present. Wo regret to 
l.-aiii tlint among tlio members of the church in Berwick there seems to 
!..• mi gri-nt an anxiety for a preacher, to occupy a conspicuous place over 
uti'l in tlio front of all tho other brethren. The disposition which can 
manifest itself in this way is a dangerous one. This craving for popu-
l.uiiv lias before now proved the bane of churches which .at their begin? 
jiin^ ni:ido a very closo approach to primitive order—simple and intense.-
Wf hope, therefore, that you will discourage this ' i tching of the ears' 
i nhibited by some. This, for your own sakes, as well as for tho good of 
tlm.so whoso minds have not ripened to the same maturity of thought and 
f.iitli as your own. I t is but glossing Over the veil to argue that a clergy-
iiuii) holdi such and such views: he will-doubtless soon find himself not 
nt liberty to express, them. ' If being independent of foreign aid neces-
Mrily lends to the display of what some deem weakness, be content: i t is 
' tho weakness of God,' which is stronger than men.' ' . • f 

in tho liopo that you .will find a ready excuse for any freedom which we 
niny ,appear to liavo used in oursaddress to youj and expecting to hear 
from you at youryearliest'conveniehcfc,-'-^^??'^ : 

-i •> r-v/i .tt. • - fC/ i^ t GEOUOE DOWIE, f.. 
.12 Beaumont P l a c e . ^ v ..?rVw-; .7V ' 

> i . r , . : J 1 : . . ! . : - ! . g eetn ed him\sufficient, Mr Nesbifc Fur reasons 
deemed it advisable hot to show' this letter to any of the 
j>or«ons supposed to bq concerned in the important matters' 
dealt with in i t ; and he therefore replied to it on his' own 
account. This lette¥^isu'8^:-o^rabteri6iic of the writer, 
and at tho same time'throws rio much light upon the then 
existing; state, of mattersi,f:inl'j5erwiclc, that it is worth 

:reproducing -her6..; i B ^ ' i S f e ' 

'' 1 Letter from John Nesbit to George Bowie. . 

• v. { f. v ' ^ Paxton South Mains, 10th Dec. 1855. 
.MIT GKORGE DOWIE,—DEAB FRIEND,—Iought to make an apology for 

Wing «o long of writing-to y o u ; but one reason at least may have been 
transmitted to you .through the Taits, who have been corresponding with 
Mrs Nesbit lately, as well as formerly; and I know your kind letter did 
not go unnoticed by her. 
. 1 duly considered yonr communication, and came to the conclusion that, 

nnrfcr existing circumstances, 1 could not show your letter to any of the 
brethren who might take an. interest in it, because they and we are 
divided Upon a MAK (not upon any religious sentiment or doctrine) as a 
|wslor to feed us in knowledge and understanding, as the sheep of Christ's 
flock ought to be fed. I do not think that any of ns are prepared to cast 
nil- pastors as unnecessary in the church of Christ. W e may be behind 
yon in this, but we do not see our way yet to that terminus. The brethren 
alluded to above have chosen a Mr Lees to bo their pastor, and now hold 
.communion with each other in a separate place of worahipjjind as to our-^ 
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selves, we Lave chosen no one as yet, but are waiting to receive the resig-
nation of our disaffected brethren, or something that will produce a proper 
understanding between us.: I was told yesterday that t h e j had requested 
the use of onr cistern to baptise in. I said it should be granted to theni, 
on condition that they gave in their resignation, and proved themselves a 
regular church of Christy or that they came to some satisfactory .under-
standing with us. 1 have since heard that their resignation is prepared, 
if not forwarded to our committee of management. Now, from what I 
have stated, you can easily see how improper it would be in me to interfere 
with the movements of brethren Who have retired from our fellowship, . 
Were a Paul present, he would be saying, ' Now, I beseech you, brethren, 
that there bo no divisions among you—no contentions; for one says, I am 
of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, and another, I am of Cephas, and 
the hist says, I am of Christ. A l l such contentions show that ye are 
carnal—babes in Christ.' Whether this reproof of Paul would reach as 
far as your church, I cannot say, but it is quite evident it reaches to us; 
ami to an influential brother I said yesterday, when ho was deploring the 
divided state of. the church, ' You see, brother, the. need of Christ's second 
coming to bring us all to one-state of'mind. ' Neither the sheep nor the 
tinder-shepherds can do it-Honly. the Chief Shepherd can.' I think this 
bi other is about to get his eyes opened to the nature of Christ's second 
coming. We who have remained in the olci church are disposed to call a 
Air Kitts as our pastor.; but whether we will now do so, of whether he 
may now come to us, I. cannot at present say. If he comes, he is one of 
the right sort (a pupil'.offt Mr,;.Rees,,of South Sunderland), and it is 
possible we may have in Berwick W o Baptist preachers of the right views. 
And if our brethren .who have left us should labour more abundantly, and 
their labours should be crowned with more abundant success, than our 
own, I for one will therein greatly rejoice. 

I must now say a word about baptism. This subject has already cost 
me twenty years of close .study, and at . times most agonising mental 
struggles, such as I will not now attempt to describe. The decision was 
lit lust come to, the'resolution wa8 forined,.the die was cast, and the matter 
was told by me to my friends and the church, and through them to the 
public. The opposing influence came upon me. both in flattering declara-
tions and in chilling water-floods, or pelting hail-showers; and when all 
would not do, most tremendously heavy sand-bags were most uncere-. 
in on iously thrown upon my poor head and "shoulders. 'Well,' said I to . 
myself, 'if you leave me any life and strength, I will use these to carry 
out my present convictions.'. The day at last came—a day of peace after 
twenty years of war, and a day of happiness which can only be surpassed 
by tho happiness, and joy, and rejoicing of the day of entering upon tha 
glorious inheritance with Christ and all his glorious ones. From what I 
havo hero stated, you will see at once that I do not jump at conclusions, 
and run as swiftly' at every call, as my beloved wife is inclined to do. 
Perhaps you and she are right and ready in your reckonings, and reason-
ings, and conclusions, and demonstrations, and I am the reverse of all 
this ; but when any young believer is baptised, he is very ignorant of tho 
gospel he professes to believe; and I do not see him commanded to ba 
baptised a second tiuie, although he is placed in the church to learn and 
practise nil that Christ, his Saviour, has taught him in Jiis Word." But 
perhaps you say tho baptiser should not need to be taught. Well, 
admitting that both the baptiser and baptised arc as far instructed in tho 
tilings of tho kingdom as any ono is at. tho present day, .-ire you sure that 
tin ire aro not yet some things to unlearn, -as well as some (or perhaps 
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1, -mv) tilings to loarn, and thoxo things of as great importance as those 
.liM-.'.vmiî H which wo lmvo lately made in the things of the Kingdom of 
i ^ i mid of Christ 1 In this case, will those baptised by your church need 
i.. I..- baptised again 1 Those who leave you will very likely say so and do 

Nil}-, they wilt do so if they return ngain to the spiritualising system, 
ii-iul i>f twolve men who were baptised unto John's baptism, and I 

),n\r linml it argued that these men were not baptised again. If these 
ni' ii nr.- right, then wo have no instance in Scripture of a re-baptism. 
I'.-ilo l>!i]>lists wiy that wo rc-baptise, but a Baptist at once pronounces this 
i hargi; nonsense, and calls upon the person who brings it to prove that the 
j .'ison had ever been baptised before, or that ho knew anything at all 
i.l-iiut tho matter. Now, you have been twice properly baptised—you 
lave a distinct recollection of both of .the events; they were both per-

in tho name of Jesus Christ, of God, and of the Holy Ghost, and 
in the hope of spending first a life in H i s service here, and ultimately 
f|»-iu(ing »n eternity with Him and nil H i s saints in glory. Again, I ask, 
mi- wo sure—absolutely suro—that our ideas on this most profoundly deep 
imd intensely interesting subject are so correct, that all future time,- and 
»ll fuluro researches, will never move us, nor any of our like-believing 
brethren, from the deductions and conclusions to which we have come, and 
1.11 which wo now so firmly rest 1 

I think 1 have now adverted shortly to. the principal topics contained 
in your letter, and if you wish it to be sent to the brethren who have left 
us, 1' will send it. Kindly tell Mr Wilson, when you have an opportunity, 
t!mt I have most carefully read his book, Dtibncy on Future Punishment, 
nntl think the greater part of his arguments sound and good. I think he 
h.'iurtiiiies confounds the acts of the two judgments, <&c. As Mrs Nesbit 
H writing (on tho other side of the table) to Mrs Tait, I need not here 
fortniilly notice these beloved brethren. 

I urn, dear friend, yours sincerely, 
JOHN NESBIT. 

Tho Truth Germinating. 

This was the beginning of a course of correspondence 
and visitation which ultimately resulted in the formation 
of a small church in Berwick, although, strictly speaking,-
there wore no brethren resident in this town, all the 
members living in the neighbourhood, and being widely 
separated from each other. The bringing of a man like 
John Nesbit, entertaining the views just expressed on the 
subject of re-immersion, to a proper belief and obedience 
of the truth, was a work of some time. His better half, 
as he himself admitted, was a more apt pupil. So early 
ns.July 1857, Mrs Nesbit had been brought to clearly 
understand the Gospel of the Kingdom, and expressed 
her desire to he immersed into the name of the Lord ; but 
through circumstances, this was delayed till the 18th of 
October in the same year, when Andrew Tait, being on a 
visit to Paxton, assisted her in her obedience to the law 
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of tlie Master. The only. other baptised believer in the 
neighbourhood at that time was John Yule, who was 
station-master at the Ayton Station of the North British 
Kail way, some four miles distant from Paxton. 

A Chinrch Fbnned. 

On Sunday, May 23, 1858,* Andrew Tait and George 
Dowie were at Paxton South Mains, and had the pleasant 
duty of immersing three believers into the* .name of the 
Lord—namely, John Nesbit, Paxton South Mains "; John 
Brown, Ayton ; and Thomas Jackson,Sp.ittal.. This was 
done at noon, in the river TVc'cd f in the afternoon 
of the same day, along with" MrsiNesbitjancL John Yule, 
and the two brethren from Edinburgh^ the nvhole company 
broke bread in remembrance of the love of the Lord 
Jesus. Thus was the church in Berwick formally'inaugur-
ated, a meeting-place being subsequently secured in the 

* George. Dowic was moved to write the foUowing verses, in celebration of the 
ini'iiioruble occasion. They appeared in Excelsior for June 1858;— ' 

'".'; T h e P r i m r o s e : . .. 
' AN EPISODE IN THE BERWICK EXPEDITION,, MAT 23 , 1858 . . 

Yon rugged bank by the lone roadside' .>.•.-: 
Is.blaek with heath, and. green with broom ;. . . . 

. But we passed there yester eventide, 
; And saw the yellow primrose bloom;'r *-;̂  

Yes, there, in its peerless beauty shone .. . ... . 
This brilliant gem of the flowery spring; ; 

Like modest worth, unseen, unknown, ' 
Which yet to some may blessing bring. , -

Wo gathered a plant of this primrose fair ; 
From the rugged tank so lone and wild : ; 

'Twas a gleam of light in the darkness there, • . ,.- . 
So suunily it lived and smiledi , 

We bid it grow by the home of taste, 
Bado Phillis * tend it with all care, '•*.;•' 

Forbade that tlie winds should the fragrance waste .-•• 
Of this primrose blossom sweet and Eur. 

Wo taught the guardian of this flower . 
To note how soon its charms decay, 

And learu that all licr beauty's dower 
Is fati d thus to pass away. 

i. • 
But be her mind informed with truth, 

J let- eliai-ador divinely made ; 
And then, though jir.ss the charms of youth, 

Unlike tlico, she shall never fade. 

• Mlsa Phjlliu NosMt, or Paxton SoalU Maiim ruftorivanl» M.-h Jo!m Duncan, DuailccJ. 
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ancient Border town, as being the best ccntrc for 
assembling in on the First'Day of the week. Within a, 
short time afterwards, several additions were made to 
their number, and occasional visitors from Edinburgh and 
other places helped , the infant church to hold on in the 
<'ood course which it had begun. o o 

Thomas Jackson. 

Thomas Jackson was a man of a very scholarly mind, 
considering his position in life, and could give a very lucid 
and forcible exposition of passages of Scripture which are 
usually deemed hard to be understood. H e was very 
unfortunate, however, in his precarious occupation, and 
several times the brethren in Edinburgh and other places 
sent him pecuniary assistance. His business prospects 
were so bad, that in 1859 he made up his mind to go to 
America, with a view to bettering his wordly condition ; 
but his death, in the end of the same year, .prevented'this 
purpose from being carried out. 

A Newspaper Correspondence. 

In the summer of 1865, John Nesbit availed himself of 
a religious controversy that was going on in the Berwick 
Journal, between a Roman Catholic priest in Berwick 
and two U.P. ministers, to put in a word for the truth, 
and got a number of letters inserted from time to time. 
A great amount of local interest was excited in the dis-
cussion, which was continued for some time after the 
.principals had withdrawn from it. 

Discontinuance of the Meeting in Berwick. 

The death' of Thomas Jackson was a severe blow to the 
Bmall church in Berwick. The removal of two others to 
a place near Belforcl, fourteen miles to the south, and the 
fact that the brethren at A y ton were very seldom present, 
caused the meeting at Berwick to be discontinued. The 
few who were left met for some time afterwards in the 
house of Brother Nesbit, but ultimately this had also to 
be discontinued. 
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man. 

John Nesbit. 

John Nesbit was in many respects a Very remarkable 
Although, in his day, by a number of years the 

oldest person in the brotherhood, so far as I am aware, he 
was by far the liveliest and most energetic speaker in the 
whole connection ; and even at the July Meeting, held in 

• the Waverley Hall, Edinburgh, in 1888, when he was over 
ninety years of age, he astonished and amused everyone 
by the vivacity and animation with which he read an 

.interesting paper upon the .occasion. A scene at the July 
Meeting of 1859, held in the Tailors'Hall, Edinburgh, in 
which he conspicuously " figured, is. not likely ever to be 
forgotten by. thbse^who witnessed'i of the 
manner in which misunderstandings among the brethren 
should be ^ a ^ ^ i t H ^ ^ c f t ^ t NesWt, in his own inimitable 
style, told a story about a young lady and a young gentler 
man who were tenderly attached to each other, and had 
come to the conclusion.; thiat it would be a wise thing for 
them to unite ^hfeif destinies f at" the matrimonial altar. 
Beforeproceeding fe however, the gentleman 
wanted to know'which was to be considered the 
greatest. This was the cause > of a decided ' tiff' between 
the couple. . The yonng :ilady shook dreadfully, but said 
nothing. Mr Nesbit'. here walloped his hands up and 
down, by way of illustrating'the excited state pf the young 
lady's feelings, the 'pantomimic action convulsing the 
audience with laughter. , Mr/Nesbit added greatly to the 
general amusement by presently rushing frantically upon 
Henry Wilson, who happened to be sitting opposite to 
•him, clasping him round the neck, and beating a tattoo 
on his back; thus giving ocular, instead of the usual 
auricular demonstration, of what he would have conveyed 
in words—namely, that the one who has the most forgiv-
ing spirit, and receives an erring one with open arms, is 
the greatest. Poor Henry Wilson, on his part, at first 
seemed terribly alarmed at this sudden ami most unex-
pected onslaught; but presently grasping the -situation, 
lie added to the droll effect by hugging and cuddling his 
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loving assailant in a way that ought to have satisfied the 
most exacting lover. I t was altogether a singularly 
comical, but really very effective way of enforcing an 
important moral lesson. 

It was the earnest desire of our aged brother that he 
might be amongst the 'quick' saints when the Lord 
should come to invest them with immortality, according 
to the promise; but this wish was npt realised, as he fell 
asleep on Nov. 27, 1890, at the patriarchal age of ninety-
four. Mr Nesbit was four times married. The Mrs 
Nesbit who has just been mentioned was his third wife ; 
and upon her death he took, as his fourth conjugal part-
ner, a widow named Mrs Methven, who was a member 
of the Edinburgh Church. She survived her husband 
exactly four years, her death taking place in the end of 
Nov. 1894, at the age of ninety-four. * 



THE TRUTH LOCALISED. 

B I R M I N G H A M . 

After Dr Thomas's Visit. 

The first intimation I can find of the practical result of 
the visit of Dr Thomas to Birmingham is contained in 
a letter to the doctor by George -Hatfield, which was 
published in thq Herald for Nov. 1852, as follows:— 

Letter by George Hatfield to Dr Thomas. 

23 Cherry;Street;'Birmingham, England, 
, : „ , September 29, 1852. 

DEAR Sin ,—I take the liberty of writing these few lines as a hvtmble 
acknowledgment for the Scriptural "light and "knowledge I have derived 
through you, both- b y y o u r lectures vinyBicmingham, and by carefully 
perusing your talentedwrit lngs . • Truly I have-found them what you 
designed they'should be—'Books to open? theninderstanding-that the1 

Scriptures may bo understood 5? for before: I s heai'd you lecture and read 
your works, 1 was as profoundly ignorant of ' the Gospel of the Kingdom ' 
as any infant suckling the Bishop of Exeter ever sprinkled for its bap-
tismal regeneration. - A n d yet, sir,^enshrouded i n theological darkness as 
I.was, I laboured under the impression that I was basking in the bright 
sunshine of gospel l ight- because I was a member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society, conforming to all their .rules; and usages in attending 
regularly to the preaching of their gospel; going regularly to class meeting, 
paying my penny per w e e k and shilling per quarter, as well as to tho 
numerous collections, <fcc., <fcc.; and, besides, I had undei-gone their process 
of conversion in having been dragged up to tho penitent bench, and there, 
with tlie assistance of some of the pious brethren, I was persuaded into 
the spurious belief that God had, for Christ's sake, pardoned all my sins ; 
nnd consequently, ready at death for my soul to wing its way to mansions 
in the skies, as prcaclied from their sacred desks, and sung with pious 
strains by a willingly ignorant' congregation, in such words as the following 
from Wesley's hymns : V 

neyond the bounds of time and space, 
Remove trie to that heavenly placo, 
Tho saints' sccurc abode. 

Under this belief, teaching, and training, I continued three ami a. half 
years, and perhaps should have still continued ; for although, f could 
percoivo very great discrepancies between their teaching and the Word of 
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Cod, yot tho ' ministers1 wore, ns I then considered, men called of God, 
nnd wholly sot apart for the expounding of His Word. I generally 
coiicludcd that they ought and did know better than I ; and ns I was 
only a poor illiterate layman, I had no business to question their decisions. 
Jn fact, such thoughts as doubting their teaching, or authority, I was led. 
to belicvo to be nothing but suggestions of the devil, and consequently a 
dangerous sin. 

At length, one day as I was perusing a newspaper, I saw that a certain 
Dr Thomas had come from America to England for the special purpose 
of donouneing the curses of God upon all Catholic and Protestant Europe; 
hut more especially oh Ireland; that the judgments of God would full 
thick and heavy upon all these nations, and would end in the advent of 
Christ! So stated the Stamford Mercury. I had heard of Johanna 
Southcote, Joe Smith, and many other similar impostors, and accordingly 
I only considered Dr Thomas the latest edition of tho fraternity. But as 

• tlirro was something novel in tho newspaper paragraph, and as I had never 
yet hoard any of the said fraternity, I resolved that for once I would go 
and hour one, if you should ever visit Birmingham. A short time after, I 
saw n placard announcing that you would deliver a course of lectures nt 
tho British School Boom, A n n Street; but by some means or other I was 
prevented from going to hear you at that t ime; but in June following you 
wcro again announced to deliver a course of lectures m~t)ie same room ' on 
'Tho Great European Earthquake.' Accordingly, I resolved to attend 
nnd Kcav wJiatT considered would be the ravings of <i fanatic j but when 
you made your appearance, and began, with your calm and forcible 
manner, to explain and show the things of the kingdom from the Word 
of God, in such a way as I had never before been shown, I confess 
Hint I became riveted, and felt overwhelmed with shame and confusion ; 
for instead of hearing a wild fanatic, ns T had expcctod to do, I found n 
cool, calm, reasonable, and really a sensible, man, expecting us to believe 
nothing but what tho Scriptures testified o f ; and that, too, set before us 
with such force, eloquence, and reasonableness, that no man unspoiled with ; 

philosophy and vain, deceit could gainsay or resist. I soon perceived that, 
instead of my having for three and a half years basked in tho sunshine 
of gospel light, I had been overwhelmed in a fog of mysterious superstition 
and folly, groping in the mazes of error and delusion. 

At length your Elpis Israel came out. I obtained a copy, and read it 
carefully, comparing it with the Scriptures, to see if tho teachings i t 
contained 'were so; ' and I soon found that, instead of Wesleyan Method-
ism being a system of Christianity, i t was only one of the various forms 
of superstition constituting the aggregate of the strong delusion through 
which wo believe a lie. A s soon as I became thoroughly convinced of this, 
I renounced all connection with Wesleyanistn, and endeavoured to find 
out a people whose teaching and practices were more in accordance with 
the teachings of Scripture. Such a people I expected to find meeting 
together in tho room you lectured i n ; but, alas 1 I only found there a 
people like myself, just emerging from the labyrinth of error. They had 
broken up their little soeicty, and had just formed what they called u 
class for the investigation of the Scriptures. This they did by commencing 
with reading a chapter, cach one reading a verse in rotation; and when 
any difficulty presented itself, some explanation was endeavoured to be 
given by any one that considered himself competent to give it. This, 
instead of bringing about an acquaintance with the things of the kingdom, 
and a unity of the faith, only led to the development of each one's peculiar 
ideas, which ultimately ended in discord and disunion, and the breaking 
up of the class, through the lukewarmness and apathetic spirit displayed 
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by those that took the most prominent part in its proceedings, and who 
ought to hare beeg the very l i fe , and soul of i t in keeping it together. 
Since its final break lip, about half a dozen of us have met together on 
each Lord's Day, in my house, to break bread, <fcc., and for our mutual 
instruction and edification; and four of us baye been immersed into 
Israel's hope, for which Paul was in bonds; which, with two that had 
been previously immersed, make up all that at present meet together in 
Birmingham. 

"Now, sir, the great personal stumbling-block to some of the friends is : 
they say we are not baptised into Israel's hope, because the brother that 
immersed us was himself immersed before he believed in the restoration 
of the tribes of Israel, and that we ought to have sent somewhere for 
some one duly qualified to immerse u s ; that is, some one that you yourself 
had immersed. Now, sir, would you please to state through the Herald, 
nt some convenient time, whether you consider the legality of our immer-
sion in any way affected by Our brother officiating in immersing ns into 
Israel's hope V My opinion is, that i t is the faith which we who are 
immersed possess that justifies, independent of the faith that the officiating 
brother may possess; otherwise at present I cannot see any way of our 
being"legally baptised save through apostolic succession. For if my sal-
vation rests'on another man's faith (and as i t .is impossible for irie to know 
the heart of a n y o n e but myself), it must be by some one that is duly 
authorised and appointed .-by- God; and" as . I cannot find that God has 
appointed any since tho days of the apostles, then, as a matter of course, 
it must come through successioh j and this i s too much of a camel for mo. 
to get down at present. ;-•<•>'•• . •'•• . . •' 

Perhaps, sir, a few; lines.from your able pen may help us over the diffi-
culty. I n the meantime, I shall. do my best towards promulgating the 
truth, by endeavouring to ; obtein ; as manysubscribers as possible for the 
Herald, as I believe it to be the only true exponent of the truth; and 
herewith I annex a list of subscribei-sfor the present volume, as an 
earnest of what may, come. .. ;. .. 

' Koping to meet you in the Kingdom of God, I remain, 
' Yours in Israel's hope, v . -y-

v. •"...':-5• ^ ^ ŷ.,,.-;:..,. GEORGE HATFIELD. 

Upon this letter Dr Thomas made remark and gave 
answer as follows :— ~ 

Administrators of Immersion. 
' My grac6 are ye saved through tlio faith.'—PAUL. • 

We who believe that ' the testimony of God' is truth-
fully expounded iu this paper, and who desire that its 
voice shall not be silenced for want of adequate support, 
return Brother Hatfield sincere thanks on its behalf for 
the encouragement his list affords. I trust that all, both 
in Britain and America, whose eyes have been opened by 
our humble endeavours, will follow his example ; anit thus," 
not only eviuco their own gratitude for benefit gratuitously 
conferred, but show their devotion to: the truth they have 
cunfesscd, in yielding to it their best services for its difiu-
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sion and ascendancy in the world. Tho first thing is to 
enable the Herald ' to stand the next, to run to and fro 
to the ends of the earth ' preaching the Kingdom of God.' 
' I Imlorstixndest thou what thou readest?' said Philip to 
('andace's treasurer, whom, he beheld reading in the pro-
phets. ' How can I, except some man should guide me ?' 
This inability of the Ethiopian is the almost universal 
condition of the public mind at-the present crisis. 'Moses 
nnd the prophets/ &c., are in their hands; but even if 
they read them, they understand not what they read ; and 
though abounding with teachers, they have none to guide 
them to the saving comprehension of the purpose and 
promises of Jehovah therein revealed. Shall no effort be 
made to supply them with an interpreter ? Shall Christ's 
sheep among them—if any. there be in this cloudy and 
dark day—hear no voice of warning, or invitation to the 
coming kingdom and glory Shall the still small voice 
of truth be overpowered by " the senseless^ noises-of sur-
rounding chaos?. We trust not. The believers of ' the 
Gospel of. the Kingdom ' say. that the Herald is an intel-
ligent, faithful, and fearless preacher of this glorious truth. 
The enemy, of course, denies-it; but then, we have not 
now to do with Satan. . We'expect nothing else from him. 
It is to believers we speak,;, when we say, res non verba 
tjiutixo deeds, not mere words, I pray. 

Mr Hatfield is doubtless right ' It is, as he says, ' the 
faith we who are immersed possess that justifies.' ' JBy 
faith are ye justified,'says Paul. I t is desirable to have 
an unexceptionable administrator, if possible; but if this 
cannot be obtained, the next best thing to be done is to 
get the least objectionable we can. Better be immersed 
by an unimmersed believer, or by one who turns out to 
be a Judas or a hypocrite, than not to be immersed at all. 
The great thing is to believe the Gospel of the Kingdom 
before immersion, that, when immersed, our belief of the 
truth may be ' counted to us for righteousness.' I t is .the 
subject's pre-immersional faith in the gospel preached by 
Peter and Paul that constitutes immersion ' the obedience 
of faith'—(Rom. xvi. 26)—not the administrator's. If the 
subject be without that faith, his immersion is not the 
| obedience of the truth,' which purifies the soul—(1 Pet. 
i. 22)—though the administrator himself may ' believe all 
things.' If, then, the purity of the administrator compen-
sates not for the imperfection of the subject's faith, it is 
not to be supposed that the soundness of the latter can be 
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ftjade of Done effect by thH administrator's shortcoming. 
Have an immersed believer of .the-Gospel of the Kingdom 
to baptise you, if you can; if he is not to be obtained, 
have an unimmersed believer of the same truth to do i t ; 
if you can get neither of these, request an immersed pro-
fessor of good standing, who reveres the Bible as the only 
book of God among men, and admits the claims of Jesiis . 
to the Messiahship, to do it after such a formula as this : . 

As a believer of the gospel, I immerse you in water at your request, J 
that in that act you may be immersed into the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, aud of the Holy Spirit, as the Lord Jesus hath enjoined upon 
all believers of the truth. • . . , _ 

In these words the administrator appears in .'his real little-
ness p that is, simply as the dipper, or burier of the dead 
to sin—the faith, the act? and the name areeverything 
but as you value the 'great salvation,' see that you your-
self believe ' the things of the Kingdom of God and the . 
Name of Jesus Christ' before you apply for .immersion ; , 
for it is oiily your faith in these can make your immersion 
anything'else but£ a form of godliness without the power.'< 

Immersion is the uniting act by which a believer in the 
kingdom and name is married to that name.. \None but 
such a believer can, in the nature of things, be so united; 
for the act is only made uniting where faith in the Gospel 
of the Kingdom in the name of Jesus is found in the 
subject. Immersion once made uniting by the .' one faitli' 
must not be repeated. :It is only the spuriousness of the 

.subject's previous faith—that is, of his faith at the time 
of his immersion—that makes its repetition necessary; 
and when repeated, it is equally powerless for union, if he 
be still ignorant or faithless of the Kingdom of God. See 
to it, then, that you be ' in the faith,' having a faith that 
works by love and purifies the heart: no administrator, 
however excellent, is a substitute for this. 

From what has been said, Mr Hatfield will see that I 
do not regard his immersion, and that of his friends, as 
vitiuted by the administrator's want of faith in the restora-
tion of Israel previous to his immersion. He believed the 
truth when he immersed his friends. His former denial 
of Israel's restoration vitiates his own baptism, not theirs ; 
for he that denies that, denies the Kingdom of God ; for 
without their restoration there is no kingdom, becausc 
they are 'the children of the kingdom,' and 'enter into 
tho joy of the Lord,' if they continue to walk worthy 
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of tho high exaltation set before them in the gospel, and 
duvote themselves energetically to the truth they have 
believed. 

Further Information Respecting Birmingham. 

After the lapse of nearly two years, George Hatfield 
sent another letter to Dr Thomas, which was published 
in the Herald for June 1854, as follows:— 

Letter by George Hatfield to Dr Thomas. 

67 Hi l l Street, Birmingham, 
March 13, 1854. 

MV DEAR SIR,—Since I last wrote to you, I have opened a shop for 
the sale of publications. I have displayed the Herald conspicuously in 
the window, placing it open at such pages as present captions of your most 
interesting articles on the aspect of human affairs. I could have sold the 
numbers so displayed over and over again, had they been for sa le ; but 
]mve not succeeded in inducing any to become subscribers. 

The present aspect of affairs, is auspicious of, events that will.doubtless 
' usher in the Kingdom of God. The signs of the times are most signifi-

cative and unmistakable to the believer. Hence I consider it the duty 
of all who have a knowledge of the truth (or' at least those of us who 
profess to have) to: do what we can to shed a ray of light into the sur-
rounding darkness; and believing, as I .do, that the Herald contains more 
light on the Bible than any other work known to me extant, I feel 
uuxious to promote its welfare as far as my humble endeavours can do it. 

I was sorry to see in Number: One' of last year's volume, that you 
considered yourself settled in Mott Haven till the Lord comes, if spared 
so long, I bad hoped that circumstances might have induced you to come 
to Eugland again ; for I feel persuaded that, were you here, you would be 
much more instrumental in .doing good service for the truth than you 
can possibly be in the United States. Here everybody is interested in 
what is taking place on the Continent; and i t does appear to me, were 
you in England, and could go through" the length and breadth of the land, 
you would awaken among the intelligent and thinking -such a spirit of 
inquiry after the- truth, that you scarcely could have done when here 
before, as such minds are now more susceptible of impressions than they 
were four or five years ago. Your Elpis Israel and lectures, together with 

. several pamphlets—as, The Coming Struggle, Destiny of Human Govern-
ments in the Light of Scripture, from your own pen, and other works— 
have been extensively circulated, and have stirred up such an inquiry after 
truth as you can scarcely conceive. Hence some of the clergy have beguu 
to preach on these subjects ; but what few I have heard as yet have made 
but a very sorry affair of i t i n fact, I should consider their effort 
worthless. 

I have thought that, aa the present edition of Hlpis Israel i s all sold, 
i t would be a good opportunity for yon to pay another visit to England, 
when you might obtain a goodly number of subscribers for a reprint and 
the Herald. I merely suggest the idea. 

I sent you recently a copy of the Illustrated London News, in which 
you will perceive extracts from the ' Blue Books,' now before Parliament, 
testifying to the truthfulness of your exposition of the prophecy concerning 
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the Frog Power. I also send you another copy of The Truth Promoter, 
coutaining the only reply John Bowes has inserted to your article in tho 
Herald. I may just add for yotrr informationy=that he is a sort of leader 
among the Plymouth Brethren, devoting the greatest part of his time iu 
lecturing among them, and editing The Truth, Promoter ; and is generally 
considered a straightforward, honest, but meddling kind of mau: but iu 
my opinion he has acted very unfairly in' not inserting your article in The 
Truth Promoter, as you did his in tho Herald, so that people might form 
their own conclusions, instead of his doing so for himself and them. I t 
appears very much like an endeavour to make himself popular at your 
expense by wilfully suppressing truth when he is unable to refute it. 

I remain, yours iu hope of the kingdom, 7 
.-•-.• . • , GEORGE HATFIELD. 

In acknowledgment of this letter, Dr Thomas made the 
following 

Remarks, 

When in Britain, I stated :that I..proposed to revisit 
England in about three'years, as I expected by that tinic 
some of my interpretations would be notably verified ; and 
I could then lecture upon the Gospel of the Kingdom 
with more effect, being able to point to the verifications 
in evidence of my being entitled to-grave and respectful 
attention, when I should undertake to prove from Scrip-
ture what a man must believe" and do for salvation in 
opposition to all the empirical gospels of benighted ' Chris-
tendom.' The hearing 1obta ined in Britain\vas on a 
large scale; but the doctrine broached was so new, that 
the multitude listened with iricredulitj^. 1 am aware that 
the truth would make a more lively impression now ; yet 
I do" not think my time has come for a second visit. The 
people indeed are in high, excitement; but they are so 
bewitched with the idea of an easy and speedy overthrow 
of the Autocrat, that they would scarcely listen with 
patience to one who would undertake to show them that 
the reverse of all their expectations is decreed of Heaven. 
* The Frog-excited spirits are to 'Work miracles;' that 
is, to bring about wonderful or unexpected belligerent and 
political results. A t present, things do not appear very 
propitious for the Czar, But appearances are deceptive ; 
and it will be found that he will become great and success-
ful above them all. What are the proud lleets of Tarshish 
before Jehovah's whirlwind from the east ? Maritima. 
disasters would place the sword of Germany in the mouth 
<>f .llussia. The Anglo-Erench fleets are powerful, but 
nut omnipotent; and my conviction is, that more is 
expected of them than the}' will be able to perform. The 

. . • - ' . sa • ' 
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(>tti»imin Empire cannot be preserved ; for it is an element 
of the 1200 years' abomination which is doomed to be 

: ill'sl royod. Tho drying up, then, of the Euphratean, 
win wo'integrity is guaranteed by tho West, must therefore 
end in the failure of France and England. When .people 
sot: this, they may be still more disposed than at present 
to give attention to what may be said. It is necessary, 
therefore, still to abide the time. 

In visiting England again, I shall be anxious to do so 
without hindrance to our endeavours here. The informa-
tion conveyed by the Herald is the only aid received by a 
wide dispersion, enabling it to discern the steadily advanc-
ing crisis of the world. I t is desirable, therefore, that it 
.should not be suspended for their sakes. But I see no 
prospect of visiting England thisfyear ; and what may be 
next, is more than any of us can tell. 

Mr John Bowes's policy" is that inyariably adopted by 
editors when they feel weak. : I f he could have rent my 
article to shreds and patches, it would have been paraded 
before his readers with a great; flourishof trumpets ; but 
its suppression is an admission that it is unanswerable, 
and that, consequently, ' the least said the soonest 
mended!' My friend will please send me his Truth Pro-
moter as often as,;-he..;.seesfit. -tti&erMhustrqted -Jjofndoit 
News has arrived, but not The Truth Promoter. I am 
much obliged. The News was very inteiWing and 

' acceptable. • 
Edinburgh and Birmingham. 

I believe it is not very generally known that, ' in the 
beginning,' there was a very intimate connection'between 
the churches in Edinburgh and. Birmingham —much more 
intimate than any one would suppose who only knows 

. their history from latter-day developments. The know-
ledge that there were a few of like precious faith in Bir-
mingham was obtained from the appearance of the two 
letters by George Hatfield, just quoted, in Dr Thomas's 
Herald. Accordingly, when circulars were being issued 
by the Edinburgh Church, intimating the intention to 
hold an aggregate meeting of brethren of the one faith, 
to be held at Edinburgh on Sunday, Dec. 30, 1855, one 
was sent to George Hatfield. In this circular, nine 
different points were mentioned, on which information was 
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requested respecting the several churches addressed, and 
suggestions invited for the Consideration of the united 
brotherhood. The response to this circular from Birming-
ham was as follows:-— 

c i « 

Birmingham's Communication to the Aggregate Meeting, 1855. 

67 Hi l l Street, Birmingham, 
Dec. 18, 1853. 

M Y DEAR CHRISTIAN BROTHER,—I r e c e i v e d j o u r s o f 1 8 t h u l t i m o , 
requesting certain statistics to.be sent prior to your General Meeting on 
Sunday week. I am sorry to say that the meetings of the friends , here 
arc in u very unsatisfactory state at present, and have been for some time 
past. In fact, we are without either system or organisation, and what 
meetings we have now consist merely of a desultory kind of conversation. 
During the past summer, some of us were out of town, and others 
neglected to attend the meetings, whilst the rest were cold and apathetic. 
Consequently, the breaking of bread, &a,\was neglected,,nnd subsequently 
the meeting was discontinued." For the last Sunday or tvyo we have again 
commenced the meeting, but, as l bbfore 'statedj -without any defined 
object; though I am happy to say that we have decidetl toiayft va friendly 
tea party at Christmas, and again-organise a meeting;.: .tyMbrrafc^bread, &c. ; 
when most probably there will be... a Eecretaiy appointed^W.corresponil 
with kindred congregations in other parts of the country;' 

I may just say that the friends here generally highly appreciate tho 
object of your meeting in Edinburgh on 30th ins t , and would: be glad to 
receive advice or suggestions suitable to our case, from you;;. .1. assure you 
wo want something to resuscitate us to life, for weht tvo longbeeh in a Very 
lifeless state, and these are not times for. people'"who have taken7 on tKem 
the name of tho Lord Jesus to be asleep. Surely there inust be something 
radically wrong amongst us, and'until this Aclian is cast out of the camp 
wc cannot expect to be in a much better state. This, I feel pretty con-

• fide'nt, is coldness and indifference." 
Enclosed is ft list, complying as far as possible with your nine items for 

statistics. . •' iif.--1 •'•' • 
Trusting' that you will have a goodly meeting on the 30th inst.—and 

had it been practicable, nothing would have given me greater pleasure 
than to havo been present—be kind enough to let us know the results. 

Jn behalf of the friends meeting in Snow Hill, Birmingham, . 
GEOKQB HATFIELD. 

• Thomas Davis, 10 Snmmer Place; Summer Lane. . 
, (,'hiirle.") Crow, Summer Buildings, Loxton Street, formerly & Wesleyan, 

John R Loudon, 210 N e w John Street. 
. John Pearson, 0 Cccil Street. 
. William Heme, 142 Unott Stroct, formerly a Baptist. ' • 
, MarkOverson, Lower Hricrley Street, formerly a Wesleyan. 1 

•Mr Taylor, Woodcock Street. (Very ill, not likely to recover). 
.Mr Itiehanl.s, Violut Place, Broad Street, formerly a Wesleyan. 
f Icorgu Hatfield, 07 Hill Street, formerly a Wesleyan. 
Mr Appleby. (Cannot say strcot). 
W. J. itaily. „ 
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M. A. ] bitfield, G7 Hill Street. 
Aim Hewitt, Aston New Town. 

All of Birmingham. 
'n»*!*o two the brethren that generally meet, besides whom there arc 

several others who attend (when there are meetings), who hold tho same 
tfurtriiiL's, but do not identify themselves with us. 

*r\ 0;i nuot name any, 
X Place of meeting is a small room in Snow Hill, corner of Lionel 

Ntmit; tlio time of meeting is half-past six P.M. 
The remaining, I am sorry to say, we cannot answer, only in the general 

*ort of way I have done. 

As requested in the foregoing letter, the result of the 
"ggregate meeting was communicated to the 4 friends' in 
Birmingham in the shape;.of a copy of the report which 
was compiled for the purpose, and transmitted to all the 
various churches. (This report will be given when I come 
to deal with the Annual Aggregate Meetings). In/reply 
to the request of. the Birmingham brethren for advice or 
suggestion suitable to their case, by the direction of the 
aggregate meeting, the Edinburgh Church wrote to the,, 
believers in Birmingham as follows :— : 

Letter by the Edinburgh Church to Believers in Birmingham. 

To the Disciples of the Lord in Biwiingham. 

, . Edinburgh, 17th January, 1856. 
BELOVED BRETHREN,—We have, through your friend G. Hatfield, 

received notice of your position and acts during the past year, with your 
hopes and intentions for this. From his letter, we learn that the few in 
and about Birmingham who fear, tho Lord, and respect the authority and 
teaching of His Son, have been rather remiss in those specialities of His 
njKxstlcs' teaching which refer to Christian association. But we trust that 
now these things are remedied, and that the reorganisation of the scattered 
elements which was Anticipated shall be so complete and permanent that 
all things in which you can serve one another will be abundantly supplied ; 
and God our Father honoured by the exhibition of a society so unanimous 
and active, that all men shall see the light and feel the warmth of your 
life and character. 

We have ourselves received so much benefit individually from our 
meeting together (for the space of three years nearly), that we are fain 
that all well disposed men may enjoy the same; which they may, by 
following the same course. We are far from conceiving that we havo in 
nil things exhibited, or even felt the best disposition toward each other all 
that time, or that our social learning has been the most productive that 
could have been ; for we aj*e not yet perfect: but we would that you and 
all were prone to take the same divinely appointed means toward mutual 
aid and encouragement in Christian life. 

During these three years, we have met every First Day of the week ; in 
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the morning, to worship God, to read His Word and inquire into its 
meaning, to instruct and exhort each other; and in the. evening to cat 
the Lord's. Supper, which festival isH=nsually accompanied with inquiries 
into the practical working of the divine laws, in their application to our 
every-day life. On a night in tho middle of the week,- we meet for 
instruction and improvement in other th ings; such as the practice of 
music, tho art of reading, and acquirement of general knowledge. A t 
present we number forty-two, for the most part resident in Edinburgh^ 
In the management of our ordinary meetings, we have a generally under-; 
stood plan ; but for nearly two years we have had no president—the 
brethren spontaheouily offering their quota of service for the good of all. 
The mode of procedure we have adopted may perhaps be better adapted 
to us and our circumstances than to any other society; but iu cases where 
the brethren seem much on a par in intellect and general experience, it 
would appear to us a course preferable to that of setting tip one as a 
permanent head or chief. That there are times/and exercises in which a 
different plan is necessary,' we show our admission of, by occasionally 
appointing a president—to methodise a special meeting and facilitate its 
business. ' .",: ''•'''. --.^i: ' 

In our investigation of the Scriptures,'we have generally employed the 
conversational p lan; and although not excluding addresses on definite 
cut topics, have fottnd more, suitable an easy style of discussion for those 
subjects of interest and importance with which the Bible teems. Let us 
also remind you that the number of such subjects is great; and we may 
safely say there are none which have* not ' suffered either/perversion or 
obscuration from the. corrupt tendencies of those who have from 'time to 
time arisen to. speak perverse things. You seej theirefore, brethren, that 
it is necessary that we meet together frequently, and work diligently, for 
our instruction in the great mysteries of our religion. Too many rest 
satisfied with a mere surface knowledge of those profound truths of God, 
and seem content to subscribe to the teachings of men as the utmost they, 
can do, or need do, in Christian doctrine. W e beseeCh you, brethren, to 
avoid this common error, and strive yourselves together for ' the faith 
once, delivered to the ' sa ints ; ' not satisfied with any man's writings, be 
they ever so comprehensive or ever so clear; but, reading and studying 
the divine oracles, make your own applications. . 

The meeting together is certainly important for another reason—only 
thus will you attend to that ordinance which the Lord has left in his 
church—the breaking of bread. The full significance of this feast is only 
experienced by a steady continuance in its observance. B y all means, do 
not allow your opportunities for this institution to be neglected; for ' thus 
show wo the Lord's death till he come; ' and if we break the chaiu which 
connects the first appearing with tho glorious coming and kingdom of our 
l-«ird and Saviour Jesus Christ, by what token can we tell God or man 
that we aro waiting and longing for. that grand event 1 

\V<i shall l>o very happy to receive a letter from you at any time. Let 
n» know anything more you think would be interesting to us, or in which 
you think wo could give you counscl or encouragement, and wc shall bo 
iv;ii|y in aid yo'i us much as wc can. I t is but a reasonable scrvico to aid 
thiw.: who, like ourselves, arc strangers and pilgrims in the world, looking 
L'"r UIHI hunting that glorious manifestation of Uud iu the person of His 
•s">n, Jesus tho Christ, to take his power and reign. 

Tlmt you nil niay bo enabled iu every way, and in all things, to havo 
viiur behaviour upright and comely in the sight of nn;n, and that tho 
li!i|«: of tho gospel may still more brightly burn in your hearts till the Son 
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ot God coino from the heavens to reward you all with the crown of 
rightoomucss and honour, is the sincere wish and ardent prayer of 

Your brother iu the faith, 
In name of the congregation meeting in Tailors* Hall, 22 Potter Row, 

Edinburgh, 
GEOROK DOWIK, Sec. 

12 lieauniont Place. 

A Eemarkable Social Meeting. 

It may be convenient here .to introduce another link in 
the chain that connected Edinburgh with Birmingham, in 
the early history of both churches ; and for its due appre-
ciation, I must ask-the courteous x*eader to go back with 
me, in imagination, to the first of the long series of anni-
versary social meetings that were held in connection with 
the Edinburgh Church. JThis nieetin^*, it may be here 
remarked, was altogether unique in its character, inasmuch 
as it was the only occasion, during the somewhat lengthy 
existence of the Edinburgh Church, that every member 
was present. I t was also the only occasion, I believe, 
when strangers were deliberately, and for: a purpose, 
decided to be excluded. v The ... reason for this latter 
arrangement, it may bo explained, was because, at a pre-
vious social meeting:—the very first that the church had 
held (on the evening of Thursday, April 21, 1853)—when 
strangers were present, no formal programme having been 
arranged, as an act of courtesy, they were invited to take 
part in the proceedings. One of .these—William Laing, 
who was then an 'outsider'—-availed himself of the invi-
tation, and made a speech, which was regarded by some 
of the brethren as being in very bad taste, as it was a 
direct attack upon the basis on which the church had just 
been constituted. I t was allowed to pass, however, with-
out comment, as it was deemed inadvisable to turn the 
first social gathering of the church into a debating meet-
ing, which it would probably have been had William 
Laing's remarks been responded to as some of the brethren 
were quite prepared to do. The matter rankled in the 
minds of some; and consequently, when the arrangements 
were being made for the first anniversary festival, it was 
agreed that none but the members of the church should 
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be present. This decision, however, was hot strictly 
carried out, and I was the-person responsible for the 
deviation that took place on the resolution which had been 
come to, as I shall presently show. 

Well, we shall suppose it is Sunday, March 26, 1854—-
the time 6.30 P.M, which is the hour when evening service 
is generally held in all the churches in Edinburgh. The 
Tailors' Hall, which usually has a rather dingy appear-
ance, -is the very reverse of this to-night, for it is well 
lighted; the long table extending down the centre - is 
covered with a spotless white table-cloth ; the table itself 
has been very tastefully ' set ' for tea, cups and saucers 
being placed along its entire length ; while there is an 
' abundance of good things' distributed all round. The 
company have assembled, and have'taken their seats—rail 
except The Trio (Grierson Mitchell, James Lawrie, and 
William. Norrie), who, as the stewards, on whom has 
devolved the duty of preparing and serving the tea, are 
standing in front of the fireplace, ready to begin active 
operations aa soon as the preliminary exercises have been 
gone through. We have just commenced to sing our 
opening sopg of praise, when the door is slowly and 
silently opened, and presently a young woman enters in 
a timid and hesitating manner. She seems taken aback 
at the display of tea paraphernalia that is presented to 
her view, but she quietly takes her place by my side (I 
being the nearest to the door) during the remainder of the 
singing and the prayer which followed. My impression 
of the visitor is, that she is one of the people who reside 
in the neighbourhood who had been attending the lectures 
that were being delivered in the Tailors' Hall, and who is 
not aware that they are suspended for this evening. 

bYom this point I think I had better tell my story in 
tho past tense. When the prayer was concluded, the 
young woinau turned to me and said something, but I did 
not quite catch her sxnct words. I t sounded to me as 
if .she said, ' If you please, is this where . . . Dr Thomas 
meet?' She afterwards told me that what she actually 
did way, was, ' If you pleaso, is this where the followers 
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of Dr Thomas meet?' and I told hor that, if I had heard 
these words, I would probably have replied ' N o ; ' 
because at that time we were beginning to feel rather sore 
at being called ' the followers of Dr Thomas,' and took 
evory opportunit}7 to repudiate the name, while fully 
agreeing with the doctrines lie taught. I understood her 
to inquire, however, if we were those who were in sym-
pathy with Dr Thomas. I therefore'replied, 'Yes, but 
the present is a private meeting,' I have to confess that 
I said this rather abruptly—indeed, almost rudely. The 
fact was, I was anxious to get to work with my kettle, and 
believing, as I have already said, that she was just one 
of the people about the doors, I did not answer so cour-
teously as I ought to have done, and did not feel inclined 
to have any further talk with her. She seemed to feel 
this ; for she hesitated, lingered, as if she fain would say 
something more ; but seeing that I was now giving my 
attention to my kettle, she slowly, sadly, and seemingly very 
reluctantly, withdrew as noiselessly as she had entered. 

I confess, with shame and remorse, that the memory 
of that pained and disappointed face has often haunted 
ine during the fifty years that have since elapsed ; and I 
have often wondered what would have been the conse-
quence if my rebufif to that young woman had taken its 
apparently natural and inevitable course. In all human 
probability, it would have altered the whole of her after 
career. There is undoubtedly a Providence that over-
rules everything—even our greatest faults and mistakes— 
to His own wise and beneficent purposes; and this was 
remarkably shown in the incident I am now relating at 
what the reader may regard as unnecessary length. 

That young woman, in sorrowfully descending the 
' cork-screw stair' which led to the Tailors' Hall, met my 
sister Jane (Mrs Robert Roberts) coming up; and, 
addressing her, got from her what she could not get from' 
me—a little talk. The young woman—whose name, I 
may now mention, was M A K I A HENRY—told Jane that 
she belonged to Aberdeen,. and was going to a situation 
in Glasgow in the course of the same week. She was a 
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Baptist, she said, but had recently somehow got an 
inkling of ' tlie gospel according- to Dr Thomas/ and was 
desirous of learning more about it, and wished, therefore, 
to get the address in Glasgow where ' the followers of Dr 
Thomas* met. She also mentioned that she had been a 
fortnight in Edinburgh, and on the two previous Sundays 
she had searched the Potter Row from end to end, 
inquiring diligently where the followers of Dr Thomas 
met, but no one had been able to give her the information. 
On that, the last Sunday she was to be in Edinburgh, she 
had determined to make one more effort to find out these 
most mysterious people, and this had been the result! 
Jane told her that she did not know the address of the 
Glasgow meeting, but that her brother could give i t ; and 
she requested Maria to wait, and she would go in and get 
it for her. ' 

Jane accordingly came into the hall, and told me what 
I have just related, and . suggested that I should go out 
and speak to her. I accordingly forsook; my beloved 
kettle, and went out "with Jane to her. A s she seemed 
interested in the truth, and I was feeling some compunc-
tion at my neglect of the apostolic injunction to be careful 
to entertain strangers, Jane and I thought we were war-
ranted, in her casei, in disregarding the church resolution ; 
and we therefore, asked h e r t o come in and haye tea with 
us. This she did ; and I need scarcely say that no one* 
found fault with us for having violated the decision of the 
church, when the circumstances became known. 

Jane and I visited her during the week, previous to her 
departure for Glasgow, and she was provided with the 
addresses of several of the members of the two meetings 
that were then in Glasgow. Unfortunately, these two 
meetings were at that time in a very unsatisfactory posi-
tion, and by no means friendly with each other ; so that 
M aria was very awkwardly placed in relation to them. 
I lcr subsequent career was very remarkable, nnd a portion 
of it, bearing upon her connection with the Birmingham 
Church, was so well told by George Dowie in J'Jxcehior 
for September 18G3, that I reproduce it here. 
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MARIA HENRY. 

Why have so many of the brethren been interested in 
Maria Henry ? or why have they so easily been affected 
with tho interest which George l)owie seems to have felt 
in her ? or why has he looked upon her and treated her in 
so friendly a way?—Because she is a sister in Christ 
Jesus; because she has maintained the faith with' all 
steadfastness under circumstances which would have made 
many give up, or at least become indifferent; because, in 
the maintenance of that faith, she has had so little help 
in Birmingham, that she may be said to have done her 
part almost single-handed., 

Few are aware of the very romantic experience she has 
had .since she went to : England some eight years ago. 
Then she was allured away by promises of finding a home 
in the house and family of-Mr John Bowes, then in 
Cheltenham. - She was much attached to this public 
teacher, and in her simplicity joined his family—soon to 
find, however, that her position wa8 hard work and little 
thanks for it. ; zsi-v-tfl zz®?- fm^; • 

This led her to remove to Birmingham, where she 
betimes got a situation in a boarding-house. Mr Ander-
son, by whom she was then engaged, was the leading man 
among the 'Plymouth Brethreii;' and Maria soon found 
her lot very agreeable indeed, for she got occupation of a 
congenial kind. ~ Her . housemaid work was pleasantly 
alternated with the joys of sisterhood and the little 
responsibilities of a Sunday ^School class. Indeed, she 
became a sort of indispensable: person in that little com-
munity—a Phoebe in the church in Wynn Street, Bir-
mingham. T-, ^ 

Before leaving Scotland, she had secured correspondents, 
who wrottt her at intervals. 'Among others were Allan 
Fordyce, Richard Hodgson, and some members of the 
Norrie family. But she could not write when she left 
Scotland; for the home education (in Aberdeen) had been 
rather scant. The interest of such a correspondence, 
however, impelled her to learn, and thus she secured a -
continuation of the communication by letter. This corres-
pondence was assiduousty directed to the development of 
her intelligence in the things concerning the Kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, of which she had 
only faint perceptions before. 

With such purpose did she then apply herself to the 
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study of the Word of God, that she soon felt herself 
competent to take a decided stand<*n those questions ; and 
as her honesty of mind would not allow her to be silent 
on matters of such vital interest, she by and by found 
that her 1 views * were so little relished by her master and 
his co-religionists, that she was first warned and remon-
strated with, and then suspended from church fellowship. 
She had to stand her trial for heresy, and that was no 
common ordeal for a lone young woman. Determined, 
however, that she would not bate one jot from her convic-
tions of truth, she prepared her defence—such a defence 
as has seldom been made in these islands and in these 
times. She took her Bible—albeit a well-thumbed volume 
—and began at the beginning, doubling down the leaf tb 
those texts which set forth the divine teaching on the' 
mortality of man, the promises to Abraham, the hope of 
life, the Kingdom of God, &c., until, proceeding through 
the book, she gathered up so many testimonies that her 
old Bible became quite curly, and those sharp corners, 
which had heretofore pointed out, beckoning attention, 
were clenched fists in defence of the faith once delivered 
to the saints. Thus armed, she stood in the greats room 
of Mr Anderson's Academy, in the presence of the whole 
brotherhood—at first quaking at the thought of •what she 
had involved herself in.; but; soon," like another Joan of 
Arc, strong and resolute, to fight, but with a, weapon of 
heavenly temper—the sword of the Spirit. The defence 
which she made had been written for her by Moses and 
the prophets, and the bold apostles of the Lamb. Passage 
by passage—with only such, remark as, f I believe this/ or, 
'This is the Word of God'—she read, through the volume, 
those parts she had marked, and carried herself through 
the whole with the carriage of a heroine, but the meekness 
of a martyr. : The decision was afterwards given, that she 
could not have fellowship with 4 the brethren,1 while hold-
ing such heterodox ideas. She was stripped of her pri-
vileges and her communion, and looked upon as a very 
black sheep indeed. ' 

It was just at this time that she became affected with a 
sore knee, which unfitted her for work; and now came the 
tosli ug point. Would she forego those doctrines which 
*ho lielcl so tenaciously, and thus secure the service and 
good-will of tho. church for her' recovery; or would she 
romuin obdurate, and be driven out to seek succour in tlie 
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public hospital ? She was not long in determining. Thr. 
truth, with a soro knee, was more precious than the untruth-
nnd tho nursing of the Plymouth brethren and sisters. 
She was removed, with her kit, to the Infirmary—[tho 
Queen's Hospital]—and lay down there, to see what tho 
medical skill of the Birmingham faculty could do for her. 
She had an occasional call from some of her former sisters, 
and daily crowding visits of her affectionate scholars, who 
brought gifts more precious to her than gold, frankincense, 

. or myrrh. Time rolled. on, and the allotted six weeks— 
[allowed to patients of her class]—were all but expired, 
and she pleaded for two days' grace ere she left the hos-
pital—uncured, friendless, homeless, in the great city of 
Birmingham. . This grace carried her over a First Day 
of the week, when she had a visit from some of her old 
friends, to whom she mentioned that she was coming out 
next day ; but this did not elicit from any one the inquiry 
whither she was going, or the invitation to come and lodge 
with them. Monday morning came, and the trysted 
scholars came to carry out her bundle. She hirpled to 
the gate and looked around., Her young frionds asked ' 
her whither she was going:; her heart filled ere she 
answered, ' I do not know !' The kind offer of one of the 
girls to come to her mother's house, she declined ; and 
remembering one. person with whom she was acquainted -
who might be disposed to give her a breakfast and a rest, 
tho little company marched to Islington Row, and entered 
the hospitable home of Thomas Jones. H e and his 
amiable wife very kindly took in Maria, fed hor, and— 
more than the medical faculty could do—healed her knee. 

Erelong their diligence in good service procured a situ-
ation for her, to which she removed, but to find that she 
was so weak that she could not possibly make out her 
term, being sometimes compelled to be in bed for days at 
a time. She received what little wages were owing to 
her, and, mounting the omnibus, rode away. The omnibus 
arrived at its terminus in Broad Street, and Maria and 
her box were set down. This time, however, she was not 
quite penniless. She procured a lodging, and after a week 
or two's rest got another place. Yet she was not strong 
enough for it either. Thus she flitted about until, through 
the kindness of her friends, she procured the situation she 
now holds. All this shifting about is easily told ; but it 
is not easy to conceive what trouble it brought to Maria, 
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and what anxiety there was inseparable from it. Yet her 
trust in God, and her progress inTcnbwledge' of the truth, 
still held their influence over her. 

The situation she now occupies is that of housekeeper 
and servant to a single gentleman ; rind although her work 
is not very' heavy, yet her confinement is very severe. 
Her master seems to make nearlyevery purchase himself, 
so that Maria has no occasion to go out of the house ; nor, 
indeed, is there much opportunity. Fortunately, she has 
a garden behind, in which she may work or walk, and 
her master kindly (?) gets her any book she may fancy 
to read. He has apparently unbounded confidence in her, 
as she looks after and has access to all his treasures. But 
all this compensates little for the bondage in which she is 
detained. On Sunday she can, as a general rule/only get 
out ii> the afternoon, and that is when she can make little 
use of her time, as the brethren have no meeting till half-
past six at night, and to call upon any of them at their 
houses would be to find them at their afternoon snooze 
succeeding the full dinner, as is the common English 
custom; ;:v ' *'' 

But I have anticipated. She was in this place when I 
first became acquainted with her. In the summer of 1859, 
I was in England, and visited her in Birmingham. Hiving 
boon made aware that she had now so far learned the way, 
that she had determined as to the course she was to follow 
—having believed the gospel, she was anxious to find 
opportunity to be immersed into the name of the Lord— 
I rcjoieed in going to see her. 

A run on the railway from Derby, one fine summer 
afternoon, brought me over to Birmingham about seven 
o'clock in the evening ; and before I slept that night, I 
had not only seen and satisfied myself about Maria, but 
had seen and conversed with a few to whom she introduced 

•mo", who were also in the way of learning the way to 
eternal life. Next day I was employed in calling upon 
fipine more, with whom I arranged to meet in the evening 
f«»r consideration of the faith, with a view to the constitu-
tion of a church. That afternoon was to be devoted to 
tlio immersion of Maria. But here, as if difficulty and 
trouble were her inevitable lot, wo had almost failed. We 
<;<mltl not, for lovo or money, get the use of the Public 
Hatha. What to do was the puzzling question, until her 
companion (Mrs Steven) suggested a swimming bath about 

u 



B I R M I N G H A M : 

two miles out of the town. Thither we drove, and at 
Balsa! 1 Heath.we found it possible, for there was much) 
wator there. After a clear confession and a willing obedi- \ ^ v ' X 
enco, Maria Henry was immersed in that water, to arise p 
a happy woman, and in the occupancy of a new relation 
to God and man. That day she looks back upon with 
much pleasure. 

The meeting that took place in the evening was the 
first of a series of meetings held for about six or eight 
months,* preparatory to the formation of the Birmingham 
Church. I now learn with sorrow that the most of those 
meetings were occupied in reading Elpis Israel and in 
studying 'the signs of the times,' as shown in the news-
papers, instead of keeping strongly by the Bible, as I 
urged, them. Consequently, the amount of profit which 
Maria received from an ̂ occasional visit to these meetings 
was very questionable. 'To the suggestion,of hers that 
they should read and study the Scriptures rather, they 
promptly replied that they could do that at home. It is 
easy to imagine that, unless Maria had other sources for 
her nourishment in the Christian life during this period 
she must have starved. This was indeed a critical time, 
but she never wearied, By. and by they determined to 
meet as a church, although: even then after a peculiar 
fashion. However, during a visit of R. Roberts, while in 
the service of Fowler and Wells, they were shaped up 
much better. Yet they have never been what they might 
have been, so that to this day our sister has nothing like 
that heartening from Christian association which we enjoy 
from our frequent, interesting, and generally profitable 
meetings: The fact is that Maria's late visit to Edinburgh 
was an introduction to circumstances and experiences to 
which she had previously been an entire stranger. 

There she is, however, in her solitude—a nun without 
the heart of a nun ; recluse only because she must be so ; 
for this separation from society has neither stinted her 
growth in knowledge nor blunted her relish for social life ! 
God bless Maria Henry ! 

Further Particulars. 
The foregoing interesting bit of biography carries the 

•narrative of the Birmingham Church a little way beyond 
the point at which I had left it, and therefore I shall go 
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back to that point in order that I may give some 
further details respecting the-early development of the 
truth in Birmingham. This I am enabled to do from 
letters from Maria Henry during the period to which 
reference is now being made. 

The only person with whom she at first corresponded 
was, I believe, Richard Hodgson, who then resided at 
Grahamston; and as Maria at that time, as George 
Dowie has mentioned, could not write, her share in the 
correspondence had at first to be managed with the aid 
of an amanuensis. Haying learned from Brother Hodgson 
that trouble of some kind had'befallen her, I took the 
liberty of writing a letter of sympathy to her, beihg the 
•more impelled to do this from,, a remembrance of the very 
scant courtesy I had shown to her at our first interview. 
I sent this letter to the address of Maria that,was given 
to me by Brother Hodgson, but it was returned to me 
endorsed, 'Gone away/ I mentioned this to Brother 
Hodgson the next time I saw him, and a few days after-
wards I received a characteristic letter from him, from 
which I take the following extract :— 

Letter from Richard Hodgson to William Norrie. " 

Grahamston, 23d January 1859. 
. BEAU BROTHER,—Since I SAW you, I have received a letter from Maria 
llcury, who is still in Birmingham. Poor Maria is still battling with 
trials, but I am glad she has strength to do i t I do not remember 
whether I ever mentioned to you that she went from Glasgow to 
Cheltenham to serve with John Bowes. She left hi* employment for 
more wages (her allowance being very small), and engaged with a Mr 
Anderson, who, I presume, is a leader in Birmingham of the c Truth Pro-
moters ' (or Pervertera), although I have not been distinctly told how she 
became acquainted with Anderson.* I think he had been a visitor of 
Itowes's, and in that way had met wi th Maria. She attended the same 
meeting uutil she was suspended for * erroneous views 9 by 1 the minister,1 

whose letter she enclosed to me—(a piece of real popecraft)—and was in 
a state of suspension for five months, during which time, as well as before, 
her master and minister was constantly bothering her wi th 'Skydingdo-
iimnta,' 4 death leas spirits,' ' immoi*taI souls / 'souls in glory,' <fccM until ho 
bcnimo wenriod. IIo at last caused her to bo brought beforo tho church— 
*hir Sanhedrim—to answer for herself; which aho says who did, giving 
tin-in hisr mi so i IN from the Scripturca for her faith and hope. The• "result 
bus been to Mlmko the false foundation, iu tho minds of some, upon which 

•thwy have hitherto been building. Their dealings were very tyrannical 
she says, but she is cheered with the prospect of some good resulting thoro 
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from. After mucli confusion among thorn, she has been permitted to 
roturn, but she informs mo that she is not happy among them., and in 
consequence solicits my advico iu tho matter. She has recently met with 
two individuals pretty nearly agreeing with her in sentiment, and conse-
quently sympathetic with h e r ; and this, I hope, will have the efl'ect of 
tuliliug boldness Hnd courage in making her declare tho whole truth. She 
look a sore knee; and this was an opportunity for Anderson getting quit 
of n hcretic. ' She was sent to the hospital, bnt I fear sho i3 not much 
better yet, although she has got another place. Perhaps you will corres-
pond with her. If yon have still your former letter by you, send it, that 
she may see how her whereabouts has been denied. She is a bad writer, 
and on that account may not wish to write to a stranger. 

• • • • • * 

Affectionately yours in the glorious hope, 
R . HODGSON. 

I acted upon the suggestion of Brother Hodgson, and 
forwarded to Maria the letter I had previously written to 
her, to the address he now gave me. In due course I 
received the following acknowledgment from 'her :— 

"Sowing"in Tears.' ... r.,,„ 

7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, , 
Feb. 16, 1859. 

MY DEAR BBOTHEH,—I received your very k ind and sympathising 
letter, for which I feel very grateful. You say you had almost forgotten 
me : not so with me. Dear brother, I very often speak, and more often 
think of you, especially when I remember the first time I saw you, 
standing in the room with your book in your hand. I thought you so 
unkind that night when you told me i t was a private meeting. I went 
away grieved in spirit, as I was an earnest inquirer after truth. But the 
Lord directed me there that n ight; s o l was met by your dear sister on 
the stairs, and brought back; &nd the impressions made n[>on my mind 
that night have never been forgotten. - • 

Dear brother, I have been nearly three years in England, and for about 
two years I was without a single friend or acquaintance. 'X knew no one 
of the same mind, and was treated -with scorn by many. So I had to 
contend alone. Y e t not a lone; for God was with me, and taught me by 
H i s Spirit; aud. as I had no arm of flesh to lean on, I cast myself entirely 
on the living God. I was in connection with the Plymouth Brethren. 
My master was a truly good man, but very much opposed to our views— 
or-rather God's truth. H e had reasoned with me for nearly a year ; bnt 
it was the means of leading me to see the truth more and more clearly. I 
searched the Word from Genesis to Revelations, and marked the passages 
as I went along. A t last I was put out of the church, and there was 
church meeting after church meeting, and I - h a d to appear before a large 
meeting and give an account of my views alone. I took the Word of God 
in my hand, and read the passages which I had all marked lvady. I was 
excluded for five or six months. Some of them came many miles to 
reason with me, and some of them came, once a week for months; and ns 
we had many visitors—it being a minister's house-—they all reasoned with 
me ; but it only made me more firm. 
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Dear brother, I was then sowing in tears; but I am now rejoicing in 
the truth myself, and. havo the=pleasnre of seeing some of those very 
brethren who sat in judgment against me come to see the truth. Two of. 
them—both speakers in the meeting—told me that from that night they 
became quite unsettled; they now see the truth, and are teaching it to 
others in the meeting. There are others who are studying the subject. I 
take encouragement from 1 Corinthians'i. 26, 27. There are two brethren 
here—one of them is Mr Jones, who takes the Herald of the Kingdom—I 
have got acquainted with. Mr Jones, I believe, corresponds with one 
brother in Huddersfield, named Roberts ; I daresay you will know him. 

Dear brother, I am very much troubled about baptism. There are four 
or five 4of us anxious about it, but there is no one here to baptise us. I 
now see it very clearly to be my duty to be baptised. I have been bap-
tised already, but at that time I did not believe tho gospel. I was ignorant 
of the -promises made by God unto us. When I was in Glasgow, I did 
not see baptism as I now do. 

Dear brother, please to send me your magazine or any other pamphlets. 
Never mind expense, as I feel willing to spend and be spent for the 
Muster's sake. ' I wish a meeting could be formed here, as. there are some 
very sinccre people, and we are doing all we, can to spread the truth. I 
wish some of you could come over and help us. Pray for us, and remember 
us to all the dear brethren and sisters. ** 

• • • • 

Dear brother, I hope you will excuse my writing, as I never have been 
taught to write, but tried to teach myself. That is the reason why I do 
not write my friends oftener. I am so glad you have got Brother .Hodgson 
amongst you : he has been my best earthly friend. Please give my kind 
love to Jane, 

I remain, yours in the one hope, 
MARIA HEHRY. 

In a letter that . I wrote to Maria on receipt of the 
foregoing, I told her of a proposal that was then under 
consideration in some of the churches to have an aggre-
gate meeting in Nottingham that year, similar to what 
h»ul now been established in Edinburgh-; and suggesting 
that this might afford. her an opportunity for being ? 
ro-innnorscd, if she could manage to go over at that time, 1 -
I also told her of the approaching marriage of my sister 

JHIIO to Hubert Roberts, and her consequent removal to 
Huddersfield, and spoke of the probability of her seeing 
them. I also told her I had got her name inserted among 
tin? English readers of the manuscript Messenger of thn 
('/iitrr/icx, which then circulated among the different 
uhurchcs and isolated persons like herself. Tho following 
wns the noxt Iottor I received from her:—-
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Letter from Maria Henry to William Norrie. 

7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, . 
March 14th, 1859. 

MY DKAR BROTHER,—I received the Messengers, and gave them to 
Mr Jones, and ho sent them to you.. W e enjoyod them very much, and 
intend to put them into practice. 

1 received your very kind and sympathising letter. Nothing on earth 
cheers me so muoh as a letter from a Christian brother or sister, beloved in 
the Lord. My heart is often nt home. I have one consolation—that my 
life is hid with Christ in God. None cau get it, because it is hid. Dear 
brother, 1 have been called to suffer the loss of earthly friends for truth's 
sake. I might have been what is called a favourite, as my master and 
mistress were rather attached to me. The hall where the brethren met 
was the house, so that I made myself generally useful in the meeting and 
in the Sunday School, where I have been a teacher for two years. Some 
of them took a great interest in me, and did all they could to persuade 
nic to give up what they considered error ; but I can praise the Lord, who 
enabled mo to remain s t e a d f a s t . N o w they have giveii me u p ; they 
scarcely speak,' and they have taken some of my class from the school, lest 
I should teach them error. 

. But I am not cast down. - Though alone, yet I am not alone. I have 
got the promises within to cheer my drooping spirits, and my present 
situation is very comfortable, but very lonely. I keep house for Mr 
Denman. There is no one else but my master and myself in the house, a 
sliort way in the country; so I hope I shall improve myself. I have 
much to be thankful for. I believe that what we lose for Christ's sake 
shall be made up to us both here and hereafter. . 

Dear brother, I thank you very kindly for taking such interest in us 
outcasts. There are only Mr and Mrs Jones and Mr and Mrs Stevens. 
They are very sincere believers. They go to no place of worship, as there 
is no place here where truth is taught, I am sorry to say. W e do all we 
can to spread the truth; we scatter the Beed by the wayside, praying that 
it may fall on good ground in some honest heart. 

T have been making inquiry about Mr Loudon,-and I believe ho-has 
joined a meeting called the Campbellites, which was formed here about a 
year ago. H e is in great trouble at present, as I believe he has broken 
his leg, and I think his arm also. H e is some miles off from here. I 
should like to see him if it were possible. 

Dear brother, I am happy to Bay that I am seeing the truth more and 
more clearly. I am sorry I did not see it sooner. I feel myself as one 
of your members, though lost to s ight I often think of that night that 
I was amongst you. I felt that I was the one who had not on the 
wedding garment. These were my thoughts I was pondering over -while 
there, but 1 kept them to myself. But now I see. 

I told the friends about the suggestion concerning the meeting in 
Nottingham, and we will be very glad if i t takes place. I received a letter 
last week from Brother Hodgson. H e feels very lonely. May our 
Heavenly Father be with him to guide him amongst some of His own 
children. 

I am very pleased to hear of your dear sister's marriage, and with one 
in tho Lord : there are so fow such to be met in with. I have l-cad one 
of his letters in the Iferald. I wish it had been Birmingham Jnne was 
coming to. I think there will be more than a hundred miles between us. 
God willing, I hope we shall see each other in the flesh once more. All 
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things are possible with God. I shall give her a hearty welcome. She 
will find the English a very orderly, clean,^load-hearted class of people, and 
very straightforward. . . 

a I • 
N o more at present, hut I remain, 

Yours in the hope of the resurrection of the just, 
MARIA HENRY. 

When I wrote to Maria again, there was some doubt as 
to whether the proposed aggregate meeting would take 
place at Nottingham. Appearances were then against 
i t ; and consequently the prospect of Maria's immersion 
receded in the distance. Her next communication to me 
was a brief note, as follows:— 

. Letter from Maria Henry to William Nome, 

. 7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
March 27th, 185D. , 

MY DEAR BROTHER,—I received your two magazines with mucli 
plcnsure. I see something in them about a new hymn-book. I should 
like to be a subscriber very much. I have got Bowes's Supplement, but I 
should like something better still, if possible. Dear brother, I take the 
liberty of sending you enclosed my'favourite verses. I showed them to 
Mrs Jones one day, telling her they often cheered me on my way. . Mr 
Jones being present, he looked at them, and copied them from the original. ' 
Ho thought 1 might send, them to you. Will yon please to let me know 
what' you think of them. 

May wo be found watching and waiting, and all ready for his glorious 
appearing; for there are but few who seem to take any interest in him 
who laid down his life for their sakes. ' What shall we eat, and what shall 
we drink J' is all they live for. The world is in gross darkness ; ministers 
Ciiiinot teach the people—they know not the truth themselves. May those 
who do know the truth spread it far and near. 

£ believe they have a very nice meeting in Glasgow : I had a short note 
from Mr Fordyce. And I am very glad to hear of your prosperity in 
Kfliuburgb. May it be as a little leaven that will leaven the whole town 
of Edinburgh. I often wish I could be present at one of your happy 
meetings. I should like very much to Bit down with the Lord's children 
at his Ublc, to remember his death and resurrection. 

If all is well, I intend to yield obedience to the faith, by baptism into 
tin; niunc of tho Lord Jesus Christ, the first opportunity. 

May the blessing of our Heavenly .Father rest and abide with you all. 
Yours in the one blessed hope, 

MAIUA HENRY. 

The following are the ' favourite verses' of Maria, 
mentioned as having been enclosed to me in the above 
letter :— 
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Watching for the Morning. 

I am watching for tho morning ; 
Tho night is long aud drear ; 

I havo waited for the dawning; 
I t must surely now be near. 

I am watching for tho morning, 
W h e n the sons of God shall show 

Al l their beauteous adorning, 
Even whiter than tho snow. 

I'm a stranger and .sojourner, 
A pilgrim on .the earth ; 

A sick and lonely mourner; 
Few own my-noble birth. : 

B u t I'm watching for the morning— 
Oh, when will morning come, 

A n d I change the world's rude scorning 
For the fellowship, of home 1 

They call me strange and gloomy; . , : 

But, ah 1 they little dream 
Of the hopes that fill m y bosom,;; , 

For I am not what I seeni. 
I am watching for the morning,-

When H e who for me died, 
I n glorious state returning,' 

Shall claim H i s o w n — H i s bride. 

They often find me weeping, 
And I cannot tell them why ; - • 

For they know not the deep meaning 
Of my spirit's sympathy. 

I am watching for the morning 
Of a bright and glorious day, 

That (thall hush creation's groaning, 
A n d wipe my tears away. ' 

The earnest expectation 
Of all nature is abroad, 

A n d awaits the revelation ' 
Of all true sons of God. 

I am watching for the morning— 
That morning bright and fair— 

When Christ, in power returning, 
A crown of life shall-bear. 

I will get me to the mountain, 
Till the shadows flee away j 

I will ask of all the watchmen 
For the tokens of the day. 

I am. watching for the morning; 
The night is almost g o n e ; 

I hear the notes of warning ; 
I will hie me to my home. 
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I can quite understand that these touching stanzas 
should be great favourites with Maria; the third and 
fourth, in particular, seem specially applicable to her then 
circumstances ; and I have no doubt she keenly felt this. 
I was at first under the impression that these Verses were 
her own composition, aud this impression was strengthened 
by the fact that the paper on which they were written was 
endorsed ' Maria Henry's contribution to the new hymn-
book.' I inquired at her upon this point; but she replied 
that they were not original, but only copied from some-
where. The suggestion about having a new hymn-book ? 
was contained in one of the copies of the manuscript/ 
Messenger of the Churches I sent to* her; but nothing 
came of the proposal at this time. / 

By the time I again wrote to Maria, it had been defin-
itely settled that the gathering in Nottingham should 
take place, and arrangements with that view were being 
made both in Edinburgh and Nottingham. This revived 
the proposal that she should go over to Nottingham and 
be baptised there. The next letter I hid from her was 
as follows :— 

Letter from Maria Henry to "William Norrie. 

7' Y e w Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
M a # 27th, 1859. 

DEAR BROTHER,—I have received a short note from Brother JFordyc'e 
in reference to the meeting that is to be held in Nottingham on the 12th 
•>f J line. I remember you mentioned i t in one of your letters. Brother 
Fordyce thinks I should try and go, but he has given me none of the 
particulars; so I take tho liberty of asking you concerning it. D o you 
think I would have an opportunity of being baptised t h e n ? and would I 
w e your sister, Mrs Roberts 1 and would there be any of the Edinburgh 
or (ilnsgow brethren there? 

As I see no prospect of being in Scotland this summer, Miss Graham 
has kindly recommended mo to a lady in Glasgow; but my master is 
extn-iiiely anxious I would remain with him, and he has raised my wages. 
1' liavu no mistrcsH, nnd t]1Cro i s no other servant cxccpt a gardener, and I 
am very comfortable, for which I am very tliaukl'ul, as I have had my 
xlmiv .>r trials in this world ; but God is too good to bo unkind to mc. 

• I b r o t h e r , will you please to let me know how I should do when T 
to NoU.iiifjlia.in, nnd if 1 would got lodgings. I don't know the dis-

tunre from this, but 1 should think it would bo about or near n hundred 
milt*. My master has kindly consented to let me go for a few days, but I 
wilj not make any arrangements until I hear from you. A n answer will 
oblige mo very much. 
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I don't expect any of tho lirothrcn and sisters liero will get away, as 
they arc in business; bub J shall endeavour to see them on Sunday. Tliey 
arc tho only friends I havo got here. I go to one of their houses on 
Sunday to talk about the things of the kingdom. They aro very dear 
Glirisliuna ; wo nro tho outcasts from society and meetings of every kind. 
Wo arc treated with scorn because we differ from them. Mr Anderson 
won't allow ino to sit down at tho table of the Lord with him while I hold 
such errura, but lie says ho will pray for me ; so I say I pray for him, that 
ho may come to the truth as taught in the Word of God. He has turned 
me out because I have been propagating my views among the members. 
I believe there are some houest-minded people among them, but Mr 
Anderson is a blind leader .of the blind, and whatever he says is right. 
Ho is their idol. I told him I hoped to see him teaching not only some-
thing that had taken place, but also something that was to tako place in 
the future. I was his servant for nearly two' years, and he was the best 
master I ever served, but he hated my doctrines, or I would havo been 
there still. 

Yours in the one blessed hope, 
MARIA HENRT. 

Visits of Scottish Brethren to Birmingham. 

A t the afternoon meeting of the Edinburgh Church, on 
Sunday, May 22, 1859, the brethren had under considera-
tion the intimated intention of the church in Nottingani 
to hold an aggregate meeting of the brotherhood at N o t - : 
tingham on Sunday, June 12. A lengthy discussion took 
place respecting a proposal that George Dowie should be 
sent to it as the representative of the Edinburgh Church 
—James Watson strongly opposing it on the ground of 
economy, especially as Andrew Tait had expressed his 
intention to go if he could procure leave of absence. I t 
was ultimately agreed, however, that George Dowie should . 
be sent as the representative of the church. I t will be 
seen from the letter of Maria Henry, that she was strongly 
inclined to go to this meeting at Nottingham, for__the_ 
purpose of being immersed. I was disappointed, however, 
on subsequently learning from her that it would not be in 
her power to go to Nottingham. I went down to Andrew 
Tait, on receiving Maria's letter, and asked if he could 
not extend his visit to Birmingham, so as to_agsist her.to 
the obedience of faith ; but he said he could not get away 
from. His railway duties so long, as it was a . very busy 
season with them. On the following day (Sunday), at the 
request of George Dowie, who could not be at the meeting 
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himself, I reacTto the brethren a letter he had received 
from Nottingham, giving some details of the arrangements 
for the conference on the following Sunday. I also men-
tioned the circumstances in which Maria Henry had been 
disappointed in her desire to go to Nottingham. The 
brethren thought it'very desirable that some one should 
go to Birmingham to give the brethren there a stimulus 
in the right direction ; and on the proposal of Andrew 
Ta^t, it was agreed to send George Dowie as the repre-
sentative of the Edinburgh Church. George accordingly 
went, and the account of his visit has already been given. 

John Duncan, of Dundee, had arranged to accompany 
George Dowie and Andrew Tait to the Nottingham con-
ference, but was prevented at the last moment from doing 
so in consequence of the serious illness of his sister, Mrs 
Lawrie, who was at the time believed to be just on the 
point of death. H e did not abandon his intention to 
visit the English brethren, however, and, a week or two 
afterwards, when Mrs Lawrie was recovered from her ill-
ness, he visited both Nottingham and Birmingham. He 
spent two evenings at the latter place, which he utilised 
by having meetings with the brethren, to whom he gave 
the advice that he deemed most suitable in their circum-
stances, and which - was received with appreciation and 
gratitude. 

Accepting of a very kind invitation from Maria Henry, 
and having just a short time previously removed to Dews-
bury, I also visited Birmingham a few weeks after John 
Duncan, and met with the brethren in their room on the 
evening of Sunday, August 21. The company numbered 
nine persons altogether, but they had not yet begun to 
observe the breaking of bread. I was struck with the 
iib.senco cf anything like warmth or heartiness that 
scomod to characterise the little company—it was so very 
dillbrent from what I had been accustomed to in Edin-
burgh. A s the different members arrived, they did nut 
even shake hands, but merely nodded to one another, and 
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oxelmnged some commonplaces about the weather, &c. I 
was asked to say something, but felt considerable diffi-
dence in speaking to men all of whom were much older 
than myself. I could only follow in a strain similar to 
that of the two previous Scottish visitors, and urged them 
to attend to the institutions that our Lord had appointed, 
as in this way only could they expect to have the divine 
blessing. On inquiry as to the dificulties that were in the 
way of their unitedly breaking bread, there did not appear 
to be anything more serious than a fear that they had not 
ability enough among them to keep up such a meeting ; 
but I said I thought they were magnifying this difficulty 
too much, as it was not essential to the observance of tho 
Lord's Supper that they should have ejther set addresses 
or long prayers. They could at least read the Scriptures, 
and converse about what was read in" an informal way ; 
and if they continued to do this steadily and regularly, the 
power to express themselves would increase, and 'the diffi-
culty they so much.dreaded would altogether -disappear. 
This led to a good deal of talk, in which the ; proposal was 
made to assume quite a feasible aspect; and they ulti-
mately agreed to commence the regular breaking-of bread 
on that day fortnight. 

Further Delay. 

The resolution come to at this meeting was not carried 
out at the time agreed upon, for some reason or other of 
which I am not aware. Matters just continued for some 
time longer in the same unsatisfactory state as formerly. 
Amidst it all, Maria Henry took quite a cheerful and 
hopeful view of the situation, as will appear from the 
following letter (without date) I received from her :— 

Letter from Maria Henry to William Norrie. 

.7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham; 
MR DEAR BROTHER,—IT' is -with feelings of tlie deepest gratitude. I 

sit down to -write you a few lines, as I know you feel interested in the 
cause here. 

I am happy to tell you that there are a few meet now every Sunday 
evening. * I t was quite a feast to me, as I may say it was the first meeting 
of believers I have been at since I left Scotland. I only get out oncc in 

. - - , . . - . -05... . * 
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perhaps three or four months, in the evening. There were very few, but 
they are very sincere and earnest. They were studying propheoy from tho 
Book of Eevelatiou that night, but some of them expressed a wish to 
begin at the beginning, and to look what the promises were that were 
made to our fathers. That was to be the subject for the next Sunday 
evening. Although they did not all see alike in regard to truth, yet they 
displayed a very forbearing and loving spirit towards each other. ' Charity 
suftereth long, and is kind/ They have taken the room where they meet 
now for another month, after which they remove to a larger one, some-
where near whfere they meet now. 

Since I commenced this letter, I have seen Mr Jones.. H e tells me he 
was at the meeting last Sunday evening, and they were ten in number, 
some strangers being there. They are very anxious to keep together, and 
they any they hope to have a very good meeting soon. I have no doubt 
you will rejoice to know we are making such progress here ; so thank God 
itud take courage, I . l ook upon you as the instrument, in God's hand, 
of bringing it round. God will have His work done by some one, and 
Ho does not always choose the noble and mighty for his work. I write 
this for your encouragement. Go on, dear brother, labouring in the 
blessed cause of our Lord and Master. I often think there are many ways 
of doing good, if we have the willing mind. May we Lave our minds fixed 
ott the future May we take little heed for the present, and be looking 
forward to the time when the King shall come in his beauty; and may we 
be found separated from the world. It is a great deal to say in a few 
words, to keep ourselves unspotted from the world. W e all know it is a 
difficult tusk ; but where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. So, 
when wc know the truth, wo shall care little for this age, compared with 
what is to come. 

• • • . • . . • 
Yours in the hope of the resurrection of the just, 

M A M A HENRY. 

The Church Roll, 1859. 
, In the printed Church Roll of the British Brotherhood, 
issued in August 1859, the membership of the Birmingham 
Church, although they had not then begun to break bread 
regularly, was given as follows :— 

Meeting place, 41 Summer Street; hour of meeting, 6.30 P.M. 
Charles Crow, clerk, Midland Railway Company, Saltley, 1 Somer's Build-

ings, Lox.ton Street, Bloomsbury. 
Thomas Davies, surveyor, Water Works, Paradise Street; house—336 

New John Street West. 
Uiivii Gardener, gun maker, Selly Oak, near Birmingham. 
Willium Homo, shoemaker, SO Garbett Street. 
Maria ifenry, housekeeper (Philip H. Denman, Esq.), 7 Yew Tree Bt>ad, 

KdghaHton. 
Thmwia Jorcs, clothier, 22 Islington Row. 
<Ienr»o Monk, gun maker, Selly Oak, near Birmingham. 
.Mark Uversou, Bee Hive Yard, Lower Brierly Street. 
Ji'lui Pearson, 8 Cecil Street. 

illi.im Stephens, coal merchant, Wynn Street, Great Col more Street. 

J. Hen van, Sandford Park, Woodstock, Oxfordshire. 
Correspondent—Thomas Jones. 
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I: 

Keview for the Year 1859. 

Tho state of matters in Birmingham at this time was 
thus summed up in the first number of the printed issue 
of the Messenger of the Churches, for January 1860, in 
a review of the year 1859 :— 

A t the commencement of 1859, there were four indi-
duals, widely scattered in this large town, who had been 
members of. a Christian church formerly existing here. 
There were also a few others who had carefully looked into 
their Bible8, and were convinced that the only salvation 
taught in the Scriptures was through the belief of the 
tilings concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus the Christ, with immersion into the name of Jesus 
the Christ. Several attempts were made to form a church, 
which, from various causes, did not succeed. In June last, 
however, we received a visit from Brother Dowie, of Edin-
burgh, who gave us a history of the Edinburgh Church, 
which interested us very much,' and gave us. hope for the 
future. In a week or two after, we received another visit, 

. from Brother Duncan, of Dundee, who spent two evenings 
with us, and gave us an account of the proceedings of the 
brethren in Dundee; who also answered many questions, 
and gave us his advice as to the formation of a church. 
Since these visits, eight persons have, put on the Lord 
Jesus by immersion into his name, and there was also one 
immersed by Brother Dowie. We continued to meet 
every Lord's Day evening for. the reading and examination 
of the Scriptures until Dec, 11 [1.859], when we formed 
ourselves into a church. There seems to be no ground to 
doubt that the progress made during the past year has 
been genuine, being the result of careful reading of the 
Scriptures ; no doubt stimulated by the visits and letters 
from brethren in various parts. We are now going on 
agreeably, and hope to give a good account of our steward-
ship when the Lord comes. 

The date and the action mentioned towards the close of 
the above extract may be said to mark the real commence-
ment of the Birmingham Church, although the organisa-
tion and arrangements generally still left much to be 
desired. Changes and improvements, however, were to be 
gradually developed in the fulness of time. 

r.7 
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Help la Need (Gratefully Acknowledged. 

The infant church in Birmingham were not long in prac-
tically realising at least one of the benefits, in the way of 

. mutual help, to be derived from co-operation with the 
brethren in other parts of the country. The Messenger for 
April 1860 contained the following appeal on behalf of 
one of the brethren :— 

The brethren in Birmingham appeal on behalf of a 
brother who has been oppressed by long continued family 
distress. The brethren there help him as far as they can ; 
but feeling their ability limited, they solicit tho aid of 
other churches. We make no apology for the introduction 
of this new case : the sooner it is known the better, and 
we hope the brethren will, as early as' possible, communis 
cate with the correspondent of the church in Birmingham, 
or with Edinburgh, if more convenient. No man—no 
church—is impoverished by giving. This is the divine... 
rule—* H e that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed/ 

How this appeal was responded to was thus indicated , 
in a subsequent issue of the Messenger:— 

Brother Herne, of Birmingham, requests the insertion 
of the following acknowledgment:—'L take the oppor-
tunity afforded by the Messenger of returning my grateful 
thanks for the many tokens of love and sympathy mani-
fested towards me and my family during the season of 
deep distress through which we have been called to pass. 
And first to my brethren in Birmingham, more especially 
to Brother Wallis, for his untiring zeal on my behalf. 
Many thanks to the church at Dundee for their united, 
kindness; not because the amount they sent was larger 
than that from other churches; but because of the 
promptitude with which it was sent in response to the 
appeal. When all supplies were gone, every channel was 
closed, and we uncertain to which hand to look for help, 
the next post brought us relief from Dundee. Thanks 
bo to God for this. The brethren at Edinburgh, Notting-
ham, Berwick, Dunkeld, Tranent, &c., will accept -my 
sincere tlninks. I humbly hope they will receive their 
reward in tho resurrection of tho just. Through much 
mercy, I am now enabltid to say that my present wants 
arc supplied.—W. H E R N E . ' 

DS 
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Helping the Needy. 

Having themselves experienced the help of brethren at 
a distance for a necessitous brother, it is pleasant to note 
that the Birmingham brethren, few in number as they 
were at that time, cheerfully responded to appeals for 
pecuniary help in! other quarters. In the Messenger for 

rob 18G1., the receipt is acknowledged of a .sum of 
in'>iiev from Birmingham for the l'elief of a brother in • O 
I „tii:,i!< 'win i had suffered many privations in his family, 
.i/i-l on whose behalf an appeal had beeu made in the 
Mr.^mger. . Again, in October of the sanie yt-nr. ncknow-
H-.L^TI,"MI i s made of help-having been sent from Birming-
ham to a in'<-i.\<sitt.'us brother in Newcastle; al.s'o in Dec. 
I sr. I in relief i>f'one in Halifax. 

Reports to Conferences. . 

Almost the only - reports, available -rfMpcctuig' t lie pro-
g:css and condition of the Biriniiighaiti ('Imrdi fur the 
next year or two. are those forwarded (.<• tho aggregate 
meetings of the brotherhood held at different places ; ai|d 
these show that the infant church was passing through a 
period of trial and vicissitude.-

A t the aggregate meeting at Nottingham, held on May 
27, 1860, it was reported that ' the church here is in 
a very languishing state, it being with difficulty that its 
meetings are continued.' The place of meeting was in 
Summer Lane, and Thomas Wallis wAs the correspondent. 

In the report to the July meeting of 18.60, at Edin-
burgh, the report from Birmingham stated : 'The with-
drawal of some, and the indifference of others, have 
reduced their numbers, so that they now muster onty six 
persons ; yet they are cordial and interested. They would 
be very much benefited and gratified by the visit of any 
brother from another church.' '• • . • 

The report to the meeting held at Glasgow, on July 7, 
1861, stated that the number of members had risen to 
fifteen, three having been immersed during the year, and 
one separated in consequence of non-attendance. 
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The First "Visit of Eobert and Mrs Roberts. 

The dawning of a better day for the church in Birming-
ham was at band, liowe'ver, and may be said to have been 
ushered in by a visit which was paid to the town by Robert 
and Mrs Roberts in the spring of the year 1861. Robert 
had a short time previously given up a situation on the 
newspaper press which he held at Huddersfield, to travel 
as shorthand writer to the Messrs Fowler & Welk, the 
American phrenologists, who were then making their first 
professional tour through the various towns in Britain. 
Among the. first places visited by them where there were 
any brethren, was Birmingham, where they began a 
good work, which was to yield abundant fruit in years 
to come. Respecting this, their first visit to what was to 
be the scene of much active labour in succeeding years, 
Robert tells us in his autobiography: — 

The principal feature of interest to us during our Bir-
mingham stay wa8 our Sunday intercourse with a handful 
of people who had been interested in Dr Thomas's visit 
and lectures in 1849, and of whose existence we learnt 
from occasional hints in the Herald of the Kingdom, and , 
otherwise. They Ave re not organised as a 'church,' or 
even as an ecclesia, but met together in a very informal 
way on Sunday evenings in an upper room (bath room) of 
a barber's shop in Summer Lane, to read Dr Thomas's 
writiugs. There might be getting on for a dozen of them 
when they were all there. The room just held them. The 
soul of the coterie was Mr Thomas Davis, a water-works 
oHicial, who had not himself obeyed the truth, but felt a 
keen interest in everything socially pertaining to it. H e 
was treasurer and general manager of affairs. There was 
another man who stood much iu the background, and 
rarely attended, and yet who was much more pronouncedly 
"f tho fraternal type than any of them. This was Mr 
Bailoy, a working jeweller, whose wife kept a grocer's 
shop in New John Street West. H e was-a fatherly and 
ill;vout man, short and full-bodied, with round, anxious 
Cairo and fully developed head. He was tho quiet, tender-
lionrled father of a large family. H e was full of devo-
tional feeling, which almost invariably found vent in tears 
when ho prayed 

' CO 
He was for this reason known among 

— • 
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