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GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
N BRITAIN

e THE TRUTH LOCALISED

ABERDEEN.

R S—

The Origin of tha Meetmg'

The meetmg in Aberdeen awed its orlgm to Dr Thomas,
who lectured here on the occasion of his first visit-to this
country. ‘The orlgmal members were mostly Campbelhtes
who were thus in a manner prepared to receive the addi-

A tional light which Dr Thomas was able to communicate
respecting the things of the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ. The .existence of the church in
Aberdeen, however, did not become known to the brethren
in other places for some tlme after they had been so

organised. _
: Personal B.ecollections.

Robert Roberts was one of the early members of the
Aberdeen Church, as he tells us in lis autobiography. He
also mentions the fact that ae first met his future wife at
Aberdeen, in the summer of 1853, He says:

About this time photograpby was coming into notice,
and my master’s son, Mr Ebenezer Cornwall, tock an
amateur interest in it. He obtained n camera, and used
to visit Dr Munroe’s hydropathic institution at Lochhead
in the early mornings to take portrails of the patients.

Oun these e‘tpedltxons T used to accompany him as his
No, 1 L .




ABERDEEN

‘boy,” to fetch and carry. On one oceasion, the group of
sitters included my future wife, without any knowledge on
my part or her's. She had come to Aberdeen to visit
her sister; who was an invalid in the institution, and
noticed the photographer’s boy, with whom she was des-
tined afterwards to have much to do. She was at this
“time a grown girl, close on the threshold of womanhood,
and would have been disagreeably impressed had she been
told that the mite of a boy in attendance upon the ama-
teur photographer was her -future husband. But so it
came to pass, to my great blessedness.* .. -. '

I accompanied my sister Jane in this visit to Agerdéeﬁ .
and I find from my diary that, on the morning of Friday,

July- 8, 1853, Jane, Grierson G. Mitchell (who was ons

of our party), and I went out to Lochhead at five o'clock,
o have our portraits taken by Mr Cornwall. None of us

Yt the time took particular notice of the lad of fourteen
who assisted, although I remember seeing Liim very well, ~
This was only four months after the meeting of Baptised - .
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom in Edinburgh had .

been formed, and we were not then aware that a meeting -

upon a similar footing existed in Aberdeen, else we would
doubtless have tried to find it out. Grierson, my sister

-Agnes, and I were members of the Edinburgh Church, =

although Jane had not then cast in her lot with-them.

Robétt Roberts's First Baptism,

It must have been just about the time of our visit to
Aberdeen that Robert Roberts was baptised and received

into the Aberdeen meeting, as he himself tells us in his’

autobiography, as follows :—

Before this, iny immersion into Christ had taken place
in 1853, when 1 was fourteen years old. I was examined
by Brethren A. Black and J. Mowatt, and immersed by
the former in the river Dee, about a mile outside the town.
A ftisherman’s hut afforded undressing convenience. It
was a beautiful summer’s Sunday morming. Tliers was a
crowd of Sunday strollers on the bank, who gave a loud

* Qood Company, vol. i, p. 32
2
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laugh when the act of baptism was performed. Another
was immersed at the same time—I think a farm-hand,
by the name of Lawson. 1 am also under the impression
that the same morning my grandinother and uncle (Reid)
were immersed. If not then, it was not long before or
after, Next Sunday morning, we were very affectionately
received at the breaking of bread. It was a very gratify-
ing occasion, as I suppose it is to every one who is received
among the brethren for the first time. We received the
right hand of fellowship by being made to stand at the

door_of exit as the meeting dispersed—each one shaking

us by the hand as thej passed out. I was a diligent
attender at all the meetings afterwards.* ' -

An Anonymous Gift to Dr Thomas,

In the Herald for March 1854, Dr Thomas gives the
following extract from a letter by Mr Richard Robertson,

_ his London agent :— ¥ .

Among wy receipts for the Herald, there is an anony-
mous donation of two shillings and sixpence from n poor
man in Aberdeen to assist the editor of the. Herald in its
publication. - Such an item is indeed more - gratifying. than
all the vain applause of the multitude; and in addition to

- which, T could ‘extract from the abundance of iny corres-

poundence, & volume of heart-felt-prayer that has ascended
to heaven on your behalf as a diligent and faithful servant

of ¢the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.’
- Commenting upon this gift Dr Thomas says :—

The donation is indeed a gratifying incident, and all the
more acceptable as being spontaneous. " Two and sixpence
is a large sum to ». poor man in the north of Scotland ; and
from its being contributed anonymously, it is good evidence
that the demonstrations of the Herald have touched his
heart. Though subjected to much misrepresentation and
reproach by the adherents of n profitable ¢orthodoxy,’ I
shall work on, encouraged by the good wishes, the prayers,
and the substantial contributions of the poor, whose privi-
lege it has been from the beginning to support the procla-
mation of the gospel, and to have it preached to them eas
the heirs of the kingdom which it reveals.t .

* Good Company, vol, i. p. 108,
t Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, 1854, p. 65,
. ‘ 3 .
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ABERDEEN

Correspondence with the Edinburgh Church.

It has already been méntioned that, at an early period -
in the history of the Edinburgh Chureh, a correspondencs
was opened up with churches and individuals of the sanie

precious faith in other places, as the existence of such
became known, principally from communications appearing
in Dr Thomas’s Herald. The first church to be thus
addressed was that in Aberdeen, of whose: existence the
church in Edinburgh had on]y learned a shoit time pre-

‘viously. To these brethren in the North the following

letter was sent :—

To the Congragatmn of C‘hrzstum chzples m Aﬁerdem.

Edmburg'h 26(:11 Aumst 1855
BuLovep Brerurex,—It has long been a wish with us to open up and

maintain a correspondence with our brethren in different parts of tha
couniry; but we have wanted a suggestive opportnmby .Liet vs make :::

sach opportunity and circumstance ; for surely therq is enough at any time
to awaken and sustain a lively interest in each others’ welfare. By such

means we may reciprocate . kindly . feeling, -and may mutually aid our:i:

studies of that sublime book—the Bible,

It was a.matter of regret with us, that our meetmg at New Year hme o
was so little satisfactory to- -your deputy, our irespected- brother Alexander -
Black ;* bub parhaps we may, even naw, by other means, undo the disap-., .
pomtmenb and satisfy one dnother as to the tmportance -and benefit of
mutunal interchange of séntiments and experience. " Another meeting hag -

been suggested for the fortheoming New . Year; but whether it be-pro-
ductive of any good or no, depends certainly upon the prepared condition
of those who then assocmte-—-persona]]y, by deputy, or by letter. Now
rather, whilo communication by letter Is our best substitute for personal
intercourse, and is perhaps quite an effective means towards -assimilation,
if rightly unsed, let us speak to each other. -

Perhaps the best inbroduction of curselves which we can now make is,
to tell of onr circumstances and occupations siuce.the beginning of the
year. During that time we lave added to our numbér four brethren and
five. sisters, one of the latter hxwmg been restored ; one brother has with-
drawn, and one emigrated to America;.leaving us now with forty-one
members. A brother and sister have united their interests and fortunes
by marriage; and we all have progressed somewhat encouragingly in the’
arts of life mul consociation. The roll now stands as follows : —

[ilere was given a list of the names nnd addresses of the members of the

Edinburgh Clmmh]

* [This was a reforence to the fact that, at the agaregato meeting of the Scotfish
Inetliren, held in Edinburgh at the New Year previously, a_proposal from the Aberdeen

Chureh, tlnt the various mectings of the brothren throngheut the éountry shiould bo -

furmally organised into one body for the llrposc of tnnmtmmw an evangelist ; and
aliv, that an invitation should be given to }) homne to revisit Britnin—both of which
proposals had bieen sirongly advoeated by Brother Black—wera not accepted by the
united brotherhood]

oo c..mwlkﬁﬁ&im




ABERDEEN

We have occupied a good deal of timo.in oxamining the teaching of the
proplietic Scupt.meq regarding the order and nature of the events connected
with the coming of the Lnrd porbicularly those relating respeetively to
Gog ol the land of Magog and the king and people of Assyrin in the
Intler duys; and the king of the North \poken of in Danicl xi. These
inquirics aro still pendmg

In proseention of our inquiries into these—and, indeed, into all topxca
—we havo found that the only efficicnt method we can porsue is that of
mutual search and conversation; finding that, however beneficial set
nddresses may be in the enforcement of absolute truth or in exhortation,
they can help ug but little in a free inguiry into the tesching of Seripture
on auy point in question.

Although we have not at all exhausted these topics, yet from want of
ability we feel obliged sometimes to pause and change our track of tnquiry;
the imperfection of our mental powers, as well as a certain obliquity of
judgment, resulting from having been nurtured in corrupt systems, neces.
sarily holding us back from that perfect knowledge of the divine will which
is attainable from-even the simple perueal of the sacred Scriptuves. -But,
while sensible of this, we will not abats in our endeavours after wore
knowledge and better imitation of the will of the Jord God. No,
brethren ; for this is our opportunity for the development of mmd and
character.

An: inquiry has also been mooted lately refmrdm" tho 'proper itse of
music in the congregation, particularly with respoct to the themes of song.
The proposition that wany of the ps.alms of ancient Isracl ave appropriate
for our use only with a modified meaning, and that the New Testament and.
the writings of the prophets might supply us with additional sub_]ects ab
least as suitable, has ‘met with general ossent ;-atd we:now -oceupy onr-’
selves, at our week-evening meetings, with the selectlon and examination
of poetitic epiaodes“adorative, instructive, and exhortatory—-from the
sources alluded to. Of course there will be some difficulty in making use

.of these in their ungltered shape; but we expect that our end is -the

more easily attainable from the chants which we have. to-some extont: got
introduced, into use on the First Day of tho week.

Wo trust, brethron, that thoese fow things may suffice to pubt you in
possession of o suflicient acquuintanco with us to make a corvespondencs
practicable ; and that you will be ready to reclprocato our kindly feelings
and good wishes. Wa shall be happy to receive from you, nnd shall duly
oousxdcr, any suggestion regarding either the mabtars or the moanner of our
investigation. '

We llope that you all enjoy health and the prospexity \vhmh comes from
God. May the richest blessings of the Almighty, through His Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, descend upon you all,

We are, beloved brethren, yours in the one faith and hope of the

ospel,
8 In name of the con"revatxon meeting in Tailors’ Hall, Edmburgh,
GEonar Dowiz, Sec.

In response to this communication, a long letter was
received from the church in Aberdeen, reciprocating an
affectionate interest, and thereby encouraging to further

correspondence. I have not, however, preserved a copy
of this letter.
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L:ietter by Robert Roberts to Dr 'I.‘homas.

Three years after his first baphsm Robert Roberts’s
growing appreciation of Dr Thomas induced him to send
2 letter to his spiritual preceptor, acknowledvmo' his greaﬁ
indebtedness to him. Robert introduces this letter into
his biography with something like an apology for havmg
wrltten it -—~thus :

In the autumn of 1858, I wrote the following letter;
which appeared in the Herald for 1857, page 43. ° Tt now
strikes me as being an ioflated and raw production of the
sort* that usually comes from impetuous youth when -per-.
mitted to air itself—interesting only as the premonition
of a laborious and painful day. There was no one to
control or”check me, otherwise the letter would not have

been written, or, bemg written, would never have gone

across the Atlantlc K
Aberdeen, Scobland October 8th, 1856.

Mr Deag _Brorner,—Although personally unknown to ‘you, I have,”
nevertheless, in virtue of a unity and identity of ‘hope, presumed thus
far upon your forbearance. It has long been my intention to write you,
but hitherto I have been deterred by various cobsidevations. At lasty
however, 1 have got the pen fn my hand, which I am resolutely determincd”
not to relinquish &1l X shall have tmns_fexrcd ny ideas (such 48 ‘they are)
to paper. My ‘object in writing,-is more to encourage you in .the struggle
in which you are engaged, than to perplex you with pointless queatmns
aml imaginary difienities. Allow me Lo remark; then, that, 'to my mind,
you see%o bo carrying forward the ¢ good ﬁaht' to a snceessful termina-
tion ; for L couceive that the capture of the ¢ good and honest hearted ’
(of which 1 painfully testify there™ are but few) by the truth, is the very
highest point of success to which we could aspire. . oy

You will bear with me if I should appear too minute in detathnnr a case
illustuative of the xllummat.mo' influence of the truth, as set forth in Llpis
Israel. The case is my own, and T can, therefore, speak with certainty.
Previous to coming in contact with the above-nentioned work, 1 was
zealously affected for what I considered the truth—namely, the ideas
propounded from the pulpit. I believed them, and, so far as I am aware,
walked consistently. I was sincere, quite in eamest, and my language
suentally was, ‘Sirs, what shall I do to be saved 3’ On all hands I
invariably received the respouse, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” &e.
Bieing in perfect ignorance, exeept of what I had received from maternal
indoctrination, [ aceepled the gouerally received understanding of ¢ Belicve,
&c.,’ as Lruth. I was just on the eve of being immersed on Buptlst prin-
ciples, when 1 fell in with o Iferald. There was something so rational,
80 comprehensible—something which partook so mnch of common sense——
that my nttention was at onco arvested. My curiosity was so much
excited, that nothing short of an understanding of the whole matter, in
sone way or other, would satisfy me, I thercfors procnred a copy of
[
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Wipis Terael, and read b with intense interest. I then compared it with
what the Seriptures nctuslly said, and I was perfectly strack with the
identity of the language. Without further hesitation, T renounced for
evir _the absolute Llasphemies to which I had before adhered—uamcly,
simmortality of the soul,’ ¢heaven,’ ¢ hell,’ an atmospherical recompense
ab death, &e ; and, having become aware of the existence of a meeting
of huliovers liere, ulthough then only in my fifteenth year, I identified
myscll” with them by putting on Christ by immersion. In following this
courso of action, it is almost needless to ‘add, that I experienced-the most
abusive misrepresentation and ubter contempt that vindictivencss could
possibly” devise. Former friends turned their backs and became: swom
enemies ; velations became cold ; and t}.]l‘i agreed to pity my infatuation.

Brother Thomas, my gratitade is unbounded.” I caunot possibly give

uttetunce to my feelings. What a great salvation has been revenled !’

What a ook is tho Bible! | What n God is Jehovah! ! ! My heart
swells with grateful emotion when I contemplate these things. By
thanksgiving knows no Lounds—no bounds when I revert to the former
contemplible, effeminate appearance which these things made, when
reviewed through the medinm of sectarian theology. ’ .
My cfforts for the diffusion of the truth, I regret to say, can extend no
further than contention, of which I have plenty. DBeing only seventeen
yeavs of ago, I amy, of comise, poor in this world's goods, or else, I can
assure you, dear brother, the Aerald shonld never go down for want of
funds. As it is, however, my exertions in behalf of the truth must be
confined exclusively. to speaking, and, when the time comes, they will also
be extended to co-operation in the way of funds; and then, when Jesus
retnrns, he will reward every man according to bis works,
- T am afraid I have trespassed on your forbearance, but then you know
liow to excuse one that is in earnest. : o
With an earnest desira that you may be spared until our Lord returns
to Zion, I remain your affectionate brother in the hope of the promise
made to Abreham, Isaac, and Jacob, - : ’ ,
. Roserr Ronerts.

An Abortive Discussion,

In the beginning of the yeﬁr 1865, the brethren were

much interested in‘an offer which wss made by a-Mr M. J.
Dongall, a member of the Campbellite Church in Aber-
deen, to enter into a written discussion with R. Roberts,
in his monthly periodical, The Ambassador of the Coming

‘Age, on the differences in faith between R. Roberts and

David King, of Birmingham. This offer was made in
cnonsequence of the refusal, by David King, to enter into
a verbal discussion of this kind, after being challenged to
it by R. Roberts. Mr Dougall’s proposal was thus inti-
mated to the Editor of The Ambassador by James Mowatt,
of Aberdeen : . - '

i
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Mr John Dougali of this place is willing to discuss
with you what he understands to be Bibléism in opposition
to what we believe the Bible teaches. He is a reader of .
The Ambassador, and has seen what has passed between
you and David ng He does not approve of King’s
conduct in the affair ; and as he seems desirous that truth
should be promoted,- he is himself desirous to enter the
contest. He called upon e -and stated his propositien,
I said to him that I should take the mind of the brethred
upon the matter, which I. have done; and the brethren
concluded that I should write you regardmo it, and to say
that if you were wﬁhng. they thought good might be the
result. I may say. that* Me" Dougall meets with the
Campbellite friends of this place He is the. most . intelli-

“gent of them, and is”of some standing in society. He has
- a very good moral character.: In’ fact I do bslieve he is

sincere and honest, and that it is’ the promotion of the
truth he has solely in contemplation. " You will see’ from
the accompanying half sheet that he is willing to pay the
extra expense that you will"be _’ putto in prowdm:r the -
additional” pages to be devote " to/ the ‘discussion.” I leave
the aﬂcur with you, and you cau ]et us know the result

The cha]lenge was ab once: accepted by R Roberts and
the discussion was actually’ comnienced in The Ambassador,
four pages being added to the regu]ar issue of that maga-
zine- for that purpose, at the expense of Mr Dougall,
At tho very outset, however, there seemed to be @
thorough misunderstanding between the d1sputants and
the discussion did not get further than an attempt to
suttle the point or points that should be discussed. 1t was
somewhat ').brupt]y ended, after extending over only three
months, owing to Mr Dougall baving been * unfortunate
enough to get into the trammels of the law in a matter
\\lmh, as a relxgmus professor, he must feel to be exceed-
m'-ly painful.” : .
A Division Healed,

In-the Alessenger for QOctober 1867 it is stated that
division which took pld.ce several months ago among the -
brethren has now been . healed—the secedmw brethleu

having all nturned to thclr places in the cl;urch
8 .
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A Lively Visitor,

~ In 1868, Thomas Wallis—who had previously been ste-
cessively connected with the meetings in Nottingham,
Birmingham, and Edinburgh—came to Aberdeen, and the

brethren had a very lively time of it during hie residence

among them, Brother Wallis—as he had previously been
doing at- Birmingham—took a very active part in the
cvangelistic work of the church, being accustomed to
p‘mulc the streets with a large-sized banner, on which was
ihe motto, * Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh !’ &e.; and
being a very forcible speaker, he gained a hearing from a

lirge number of persons. His stay here was very brief,

lhowever, as he left on Sept. 2, 1868, for Nottingham.

The' Eldership, '

~In the comrﬁunidatién by the Aberdeen Church to the

July Meeting, held in Edinburgh in 1858, it was stated
that for thres years previously the subject of the éldership

‘hiad at various times occupied their attention, with a view

to having men appointed to office sucli as obtained in the
upostolic church, They had not then, however, attained
this congreuatlonal order, which, they were convinced,
way intended to continue after the gifts of the Spirit had
passed away, They belisved that thers should be bishops,
elders, and deacons in every Christian ‘congregation whete
_properly qualified men. could be found ; and this subject
was suggested for the consideration of the brethren at the
aggregate gathering. The brethren generally, however,
did not approve of the proposal, and did nothing in the
direction of carrying it out. The brethren in Aberdeen,
however, persistently clung to the idea, although it was
upwards of ten years before they put it into practice, as
we learn from the following paragraph in-the Messenger

for Qectober 1369 —

~ Our meeting has been organised to-day (Sept. 26)
according to the example of the early churches, by the
apoomtment of elders and deacons, Instead of the single
president, we have now two elders—DBrethren James

?
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his physical health. They left him, however, but poorly
furnished with the means of providing what 1s requiréd
for the sustendnce of *this mortal) and usually quite
unprepared for the payment of his half-yearly rent when
it became due, In .the circumstances, and in response to
repoated appeals that were made on his behalf in the
Messenger of the Churches, the necessary funds were pro-
vided for him by the friends of the truth throughout the.
country. The poor man, who seemed just in his element
when ‘gospelling’ in the distriet, was thus kep$ beyond
the reach of want, though very little mors, while doing
the work of an evangelist gratuitously. '

A ﬂewspa.per . 8Bneer,

As showing the unappreciative manner.in which his

labours of love were viewed by an unsympathetic local

newspaper press, the Messenger for June 1863 had the
following : —

During May our Brother Robertson has been busily
employed in that field which has Turriff for its centre.
The places before mentioned have been revisited, and san-
guine hopes are entertained regarding several, who, indeed,
are all but prepared to take a decided stand for the ancient
fuith. The following is cut from the Aberdeen Free Press
of May 15th :— , ‘ .

New Byra.—LECTURES OX THE SrcoNp AbvENT.—A Twiriff shoemaker
Iy been amongst us lecturing on the above subject; on the evening of
Subbath week, he Jectured on the * Personal Reign of Christ on the Earth.
Ou Moudsy night he laboured hard to prove the necessity of his coming
to dwell on Mount Zion, and judge the T'welve Tribes of Israel, &&. On
tho whole, we would advise, ‘.Ne sufor ulira crepidam. (Let not the
shoemaker go beyond his last). :

This is bad advice,. The world has been more indebted
to those who work wlira erépidamn than to the professionals
who are paid for the business of amelioration,

A Holidsy Evangelistic Tour.

In the beginning of August 1863, George Dowie made
a tour in Aberdeenshire, of which he. gave the following

necount in the Messenger for September (—
11




R B Sy At WIS TP O VLTSI TINE R TO ML L AU TPTETRIUIETE PRV TRR PP IV ST AT ERA T L e
e et s T At iag LA L S H T . XY e

ABERDEENSHIRE

Mowatt and William Gillg and thres deacons-Brethren
James Sellars, John Mitchell, and John Anderson. We
have long been of the mind that such a state of things

ought to be, but have only now arrived at the carrylng out
of it.—W. G.
The Evangehst' Office.

Another proposal whlch the Aberdeen Church sub-
mitted from time to time to the aggregaté meeting of the
Lrotherhood was, that an evangelist should be appointed
to go through the country preaching the Gospel of the
Kingdom, the expense to be defrayed by the several
churches.  This proposal usually received very small
support from the bulk of the delegatesuso stall that it
could not be adopted.

———————

ABERDEENSHIRE.

A Humbla Evangehst.

Ta the early 51xtles, a remarkak eVanaehstlc work was
carried out in a considerable district of Aberdeenshlre by
Jumes Robertson, a man in. very humble ‘circumstances,
but warmly interested in the propagation of ‘the Gospel Of
the chdom. Brother Robertson who was a shoemaker
to tr ade, was a member of the church in A'bérdeen, from
which he- lernoved in 1861 to Insch and subsequent}y,
July 1862, to Turriff, from’ which, as a convenient centre,
he used to make perrodlcal visitations to a number of the
towns and villages in the neighbourhood. - The places
thus visited included B‘zlfaton Crimond, Cuminston,
Fetterangus, Insch, Lomnay, Mintlaw, Pitsligo, White-
hills, &c. By means of éonvérsatiou, lectures, and tract’
distribution, he did & good work in the service of the
trath, and was instrumental in leading many to a know-
ledge .of the Gospel of the ngdom and to become
uiuu[zent to its. requirements. He did not enjoy very
rolust hc.tlth, and these repeated outmgs besides being -

serviecable .to the truth, had also a beneficial effect upon
R - :. N - ]0 .




i
i

v e A e s (e g N B S A v e e

B L LR

ABERDEENSHIRE

Having a week’s holiday early in August, I availed
'myself of the opportunity to visit the brethren in this
county; particularly in ‘the north part. In addition to
pleasant communications. with several brethren in the city
of Apgrpeey, on two different occasions, I spent a’ very
agreeable First Day of the week with the church in
Trrwer. It now numbers fourteen ; although, from the.
distance . of some, and the frailty of the elder Andrews (at
Wiliitehills), they can seldom if ever all meet togother.
About the half of them are what we would call young
persons.  Brother J. Robertson’s health is rather improv-

Cing, and he ﬂ]gaés all the energy he can command in the
diffusion of the _bui] 4
in the latter work ‘not”as”yet much assisted by those
brethren ; but those ardent souls “cannot® long - remain
inactive in this necessary work. i .0 0

In company with Brother: R., I visited Baxrr, NEw
Pitstico, and Cumingston, holding public meetings in each
place—in the first and last in*thesopen air. As Banff and
New Pitsligo had not before been -engaged to hear an
alvocacy of the old doetrine” of the kingdom, it is hoped
that those meetings will-‘prove only as the breaking of - the
yround, preparatory to a very. diligent tillage of what

ippear. to be very promising“fields; - This is purposed, as

God affords strength’and opportunity.

In the middle of the week:L also visited FrAszrRBURGH,
and there met with some who. are believers in the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God.. One .of these (William Gall,

“-tailor, 12 Town Head), reports himself as having believed
_that gospel previous to his immersion, some years ago; the

~others—Andrew Marr,- tailor, "2 Commerce Street, and
Givorge 'B. Findlay, clerk, Post:Office—I immersed into
the name of the Lord. - These brethren purpose to meét
tayether for the worship of God, and ‘iutual instruction
in the way of life and- holiness. -

By personal visit I also.ascertained that there are some -

prrsons in connection with Baptist churches in Prrsraeap
al Nuw Prrsnico who are giving attention to'the doctrine
of the kingdom. I was struck with the knowledge which

those odd perscns seem to have of one another, even”

though twenty miles apart. Surely they are th’ose.‘whom
the visitation of the gospel is to take out of the nation for
the name of the Lord. '

12

truth and the building-up of the brethren:




AIRDRIE—BALFATON

. ATRDRIE.

There never have been more than n mere handful of
helievers- in Alirdrie, but from a very early period there
were several located in or near the town. Thus, at the
meererats meeting held at Edinburgh on Dee. 30, 1855,
the nuinber of brethren: reported from Alirdrie was seven
—two of whom had previously been connected with the
Reformation community, two had had no previous religious
¢onnection, and respectmg three there was no information.
Their standing in the faith may be inferred from- the fact
that, in 1857, they forwarded a suggestion to the church
in Edinburgh, to the effect that an invitation should be
sent to Dr Thomas to revisit this country—a proposal,
however, which those to whom it was sent did not see
thetr way to adopt. When the printed Church Roll was
msued, in August 1859, the number of believers in Airdrie
was given as only two—Thomas Forsyth and his wife ;
and these, along with two at Chapelhall, were urouped
with what was then known as the First Congregation in
Glasgow. In the auntumn of 1860, it was reported that
the brethren in and about Airdrie had commenced to
mect together, holding . their assemblies in each others’
liouses. At the aggregate meeting in July 1861, the
wmembership was reported as nine; and in October 1862
it was reduced to eight. - Subsequently the meeting was
discontinued, WIthout any po.rtlculars of the cause being
stated. :

BALPA.TON (Aberde enshire)

A meetmg was formed. here in the year 1864, mainly
through the labours of James Robertson, of Turriff; and
in September of that year the small church was visited
and refreshed by the services of Archibald Dowie, of
Cupar. The meeting, from some unexplained cause, did
not seem to have been of long contmuance :

————
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BANFF—-—BEI-;EAST
BANFF.
This was one of the tm;ynsi to which James Robertson,
of Turriff, occasipmally extended lis evangelistic. labours,
in addition to those in Aberdeenshire. It was also vnsnted

hy Archibald Dowie, of Cupar, in- September 1864, his
vmt bemg thus recorded in the Ban_ﬁ:skzre Journal :— .

Mr Dowxe from Cupar Fife, delivered a lec’mre on’
Friday evening last, in the dra.wmg room of the County’
I1Lall, Banff, to a hlghly respectable, although not a very
numerous audience. The lecturer had for his. subject ‘The =
Ifulfilment of Prophecy.’ - He contended " that, not\mth—‘_
standing all minor causes, the - lifs, death, resurrection,
ascension, and glorification of Christ wete but the fulfil-
meng of predlctlons concerning him." He further- affected
to substantiate, upon Scnptural grounds, ‘that Christ
rersonally, in glory, was to set up and reign over an"ever:
asting kingdom in this world: - He ' concluded by heartily
dunouncmg the modern plan, to which' many"resorted, of_‘
explaining away unfulﬁlled prophecy, by spmtuahsmg xt o

Not much _practical result followed the umted la.l)onrs_ -
of these brethren, ‘however, at thls t1me S0 far as I have

been able to ascerta,m.

BBLPAST

~ Tn the autumn of 1859, Brother James MKml(Ly, who
“at that-time resided 'at Wishaw, was on a visit to Belfast ;
nud finding five persons there-—all women—who were ready
to make the good confession, he immersed them into the
mane of the Lord. One of these women ias the wife.
of o lrother named John Mulholland, who had formerly
been o member of one of the meetings in Glasgow, but
whom Dusiness considerations had recently induced to
remove to Glasgow : and three of them were her sisters.
These six for some time afterwards met ‘on ‘the First Day
of the week in the house of John Mulholland, t0 read aud
study the .Scrlpl.ures, but not till the autumn of 1860 did
they begin to lneak the bread of commemombmn with
-cdch utllet ' '
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The Introdnction of the Truth,

So early as the year 1846, t:when Andrew Tait, in the
eourse of his employment as a servant of the North
British Ra'i]wa.y Company, was sent to Berwick-on-Tweed,
to ussist in the opening of the railway between Edinburgh
and that town, he made the acquaintance of a number of
Baptists in Berwick. Among these were two men of
some -note in their own way—dJohn Nesbit, a farmer at
I’axton South Mains, some four or five miles from Ber-
wick; and Thomas Jackson, a fisherman, at Spittal,
Willintn Wilson also subsequently became acquainted with
them during a short residence, on business, which' he made
in Berwick. Both of these men were brought under the
notico of the meeting in Tailors’ Hall, Edinburgh, as

- individuals. ¢ not far from the Kingdom of God ;’ and as

it appeared, from a letter received by. William Wilson,

.+ thit Thomas Jackson had been very unfortunate in his

lishing, in the season of 1855, it was agreed to send him a
Jettor of sympathy and encouragement. This letter was
read to the church, and approved by them, on Sunday,
September 23, It was as follows :— o

Lotter to Thomas Jackson from the Ghﬁ;c_h in Edinburgh. -

S  Edinburgh, 23rd September, 1855.
Mz Tiosas JackaoN,—DEear Broruer,—We bave listened with much

" interest to the recital of your misfortunes, as given by our Brethren .

Andrew Tait and William Wilson, and have been pleased to learn that,

* under all adversities, your trust in God has not failed. The result of this
- conlidence in Him who feeds the ravens when they cry, and who walketh
~ on the wings of the wind, has been that He has helped you and never

suffered you to fall. © So trust, and so shall you live. It was a maxim in

- ancient lsrael, ¢ T have been young, but now am old, yet have I not seen

the righteous foraaken, nor bis seed begging bread.” And this same.prin-

~ ¢iple Jesus our Lord hag taught his disciples in the saying, ¢Seek ye first

the Kingdom of God und His righteousness, and all these things shall be

" addel to you'—food to eat and raiment to put on. Tho Lord is not

vnmindful of them that fear Him, And although the temporary frown
of those with whom you formerly associated may light upon you, because
of your unswerving advocacy of the uncient faith in plain words, do not
lires] that 5 for the same God in ‘whom you trust ecan more than wmake up
15
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even the deprivation of their society—raising up about you men of
more intense character, who will :not flinchi from plain speaking, but ail
you in all endeavours after the long obscured and much-despised Trath
whivh ‘onco warmed the heart and stimulated the.conduct of the enrly
disciples ; but which is of little esteem in this faithless age and generation.
I is nltogether false policy, under dny circumstances, to conciliate men by
the tenporary withholding or even equivocation of certain truth and well-
fuunded conviction ; for the esteem of those who can thus be conciliated is
of little worth; while those worthy of regard ever admire integrity .of
jmrpose and honesty of speech. And though it were not so, what need
wy care} The friendship of the world so often proves itself enmity

. ugaiust God, that although all earthly homes ‘and hearths be closed against

us, wo shall not heed, for we are thus only exiled into the larger and better
house of God, enlightened by His countenance and cheered by the beauty
and grandeur of .all His mighty woiks. -This is no misfortune,

Wo wish to have you know further, that we have felt much interested
in the fact, that those truths which you have been so forward in advocat-
ing nro thiose which we ourselves have had to search, and almost fight for,
in our former sssociations ; truths which we hold precious ; truths which
hnve revolutionised our thoughts and practices ; which ‘are probably des-

tined to lead to the opening up of still wider disclosures of divine wisdom -
sl more profound depths of heavenly knowledge. - For we cannot allow
‘that we bave yet arrived at the end of that world of truth which is created
and displayed by the Word of God.” No, brother, we are bub disciplea—

learners in the divine school—and .many a hard lesson we have yet-to
ncquire.  But although yet only on the outer'verge of knowledge, with au
inensity before us’ still uninvestigated, weé shall be—should be—guided
by that apostolic-precept, ¢ Whereunto ye have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing ;' assured that thus
enly ghall our progress be quite satisfactory and truly noble. ‘

We have learned by your letter to brother W. Wilson that you have

not had a very successful fishing season ; but -we trust that you will be

uble to weather that by other good fortune from -the Father’s hand.  If;
howaver, Lhis lias already straitened you, let us know, and we shall scé
what can Uo done for you, hero or elsewhere. - Although not at all rich in
worldly ¢oods ourselves, it is but right that we should endeavour to bea
one unother’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ ; and we may indeed
be divected by God to the opening up a way for you which shall have less
vivissitude and clearer prospects. Bub whether or no, dear ‘brother, let us
Le stimnlated to a faithful discharge of all duties, knowing that we do not
lack opportunity for the exhibiting and petfecting of true religion, what-
vver be our station in life.” A diligent -pursuit of business may be the
carrying oub of God’s will move completely ‘than the sober pursnit of a
lierit'y life, . oo ’

- The grand practical quality of the religion of Jesus Christ is that its
requirements affect the ordinary workiog life of man; and that while the
mwinl advantages ‘which unquestionably flow from the association of
brlievers are important and indispensable, no- one, although denied these

" privileens, i deficient of opporbunity to- live a life like the DMaster and

adorn his doctrine.  For ourselves, we ave solicitous to cncourage each
“ther in the ways of Gud, knowing that we serve the Lord Christ, even by
the work of our hands, and ghall receive the reward of the inheritance if
we' Le faithiul to him. . : S

- Bipother, the duy is at hand when € the Lord himself shall descend from

- beaven with:a shout, and with the voico of the archangel, and with the

tamp of Ged) In view of this glovious appearance, lol us be wise and
N .< P A . ! . . .. .
* z . 16- . . .
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Lopeful, and always abounding in the work of the Lowl, knowing ‘Lhat,

thux prepared nud seasoned, wo do nol [abour i vain,  Thanks be to God
for 11is unspeakable gift, )

Wo nve, in namo of the congregation mocting in Failors’ Hall, 22 Potter
RRow, Edinburgh, o : . '
Yours with all estcem and affection,
, ' Geonce Dowie, Sec.
12 Beaumont Place.

More Truth Seekers. - ’

A letter in acknowledgment of this epistle was duly
received from Thomas Jackson. 1t was couched in simple,
natural, and gratefal language, and I regret that I have
not preserved a copy of it. It was read at the meeting
on Sunday, October 7, and led to some very ihteresting
conversation. From the statemments made by Andrew
Tait and William Wilson, it appeared that there were
several earnest truth- seekers in the Baptist Church at
BBerwick, and who, in consequence of some disagreements
in charch matters that had arisen, might be 'more amen-
nble to the truth. The church, therefore, agreed to send
n letter of counsel and encouragement to the persons thus
indicated, which should be addressed to the care of John

_ Nesbit. The letter thus written and approved by the

church was as follows :—

Letter to John Nesblt from the Ohurch in Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 4th November, 1855.

Mr Jowsw Nrspir,—Respeorep Frrenp,—Through our Brothren A.
Tuit anud W, Wilson, we learn that there are & few in and about Berwick
\\;]m havo had " their attention awakened to the things concerning the
Kingdom of God as taught by the npostles and prophets, and that you are
oue of that class. In presuming, thercfore, to address you, and your com-
pantoas through you, by letter, we hope that our communieation will Le
nccepted in the spirit in which it is sent—with the desire that more know-
Julge and greater progress may be the results, and that a properly estab-
lished friendship may spring up between ns and those who seem, from the
indications we have received, to be moving in the same track which we
oursclves have traversed so far in an ncquirement of clearer perception
and more intense faith.

We understand that the Baptist Church with which you and your com-
Jranions have been s0 long and so happily connected, is one of a constitu-
tion somewhat similar to those with which some of ourselves have been
connccted here, and from whose associstion we have derived so manifest
an advantage.. For it cannot be denied that to the Baptists we ave very’
wuch indebted for habits of a condition of faith and practice much liker
the apostolic than that which any other religious communion exhibits in
our day. Indeed, the Baptist, and even Independent, Chinches have been

No, 2 17 ’
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to us nurses in the era of immature judgment and inclpient faith; and.

also from the fuct of there being in them so many men of upright

. belmviour and sterling character, we cannot bub hold them.in esteem. 16
in, thercfore, with an extra feeling of pleasure’ that we learn that, from -

among the society in Berwick, there-are some preparing to move forward

“wnul jut to proper use the ‘moril and ecclesiastical education which' their

assacintion hng afforded them R ; : B
That your faith should-lead to'some‘important results; is what is to be

“expected ; and we -trust, therefore; you'will all ‘keep yourselves free from -
. the control of feeling or friendly biay;”that wheii-yoa really find tha the
divino will has to be done at the "éxpense’ of ‘hatural iiclination and long- .

cherished opinious; you wi e only“a littlé " strugglé’ and 'no hesitation
in acting  your-partnobly ands ¥ ‘Buch ‘conduct
Alat!(Jod can be*honoured throug ‘
nce hnrdest of ‘allig doubblesdsw

“the possibility---nay.cértainty

wxtent wron, and that ‘the™f

Aignorant 3 ‘thersby Jpreparing

rather than lose: the Kingddom:

“u; 4 1 jpot:our previous:bi

fuith 3% it was: settled ]

ixnovanceof the gospel o

At by athers,“We have'

donbt 1 N’:ix;‘»._]eb u ‘g .

of thoso who liave previousl

s+ e béen noneswho have hot'manifes
- ‘their ense and unravelling'the
’ 1‘lu?h u;vy'cnt it. .*'-'NOW,"-‘”au thi

“ - apostulic inaxim’. is: one:

alrealy attained, lebrus:w _
thing.’ - Fo - forego- anythingof - faitk

- certainly - tlic very:worst: of ‘policy:
- teligion.in - these torms @ ¢1fzany S
know 1lis doctrine.>:-We have'aliendy experienced;the truth’ of the”jirin--

»
ciplezhy the augmentation: of -our? own’ knowledge® conscquenit upon:‘the
sston’ and “manifestation~of ¢ { i

b

Juatac

herently from what - the ‘others- do,"and tilvl-“e"pj‘ leration
holding—perhaps teaching—the’ pure “faith:? This we’ nowideem”a very

natural and plausiblo guice for the'feeling -of attachment to'dssume; but
Cabeoof very ‘qucstionable policy."~ We-have"learned ‘by’"'the’ results what

wa+ onco with ug only problematical—that the union of $hose who _]}av.o
vise fuith, and to o great extent one mind,'is not - only more like the pri-

- aitive fushion of churcli” fellowship,: bub is also calculated fo be 'I:Wlll‘e'
- the

beuaficinl in-our subsequent acquircment of “kiowledge ; for"then °
truit of righteousness is sown in peace by them that make peags.”” ** ™

An oll standing anl well-recorded experience “of - the first churches
atlerdn n painful illustiation of the evils- of “temporising. with former

_@#ninu, linwever correct dn tlieir own date ‘and civenmstances.. “We mean
- theadispite nbout the bondage of ‘tho Jaw on the liearts of the Gontiles—a
" peetion, whicli could never have occurred had the Jewish believers inade
.~ clewn riddance of their ancient law in assuming tho faithi of Chxist.

Yrow tho repetition of such a fertile evil may the Lord protect us. “But
_""‘“IJ we not be prepared against thie possible recurrence of it Ly'a C-'T_lfefﬂ._l
S TR e BT U S SN R
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© avoidaticd of amy coul.rol by formcr Jnd«mants or strong natuul feeh‘ gs?
" “This will we do if tho Lord pormit. ;
' One counsel wore, and we lave dene for the present Wo refrret to
laru that among the members of the church in Berwick there seems 10
e so great an annety for a preacher, to oceupy a conspicuous place over
awl in the front of all tho other brethren. The disposition which can
manifest iself in this way is a dangerons one. This craving for popu-
lurity has bLefore now proved the bane of churches which at their begin:
ning madu n very close approach to primitive order—simple and mbense.
W lope, - thorofore, that you will discourage this *itching of the ears’
evhibited by some, This, for your own sakes, as well as for the good of
those whose minds have not ripened to the same maturity of thought and
faith as your own. It is but glossing over the veil to argue that a clergy-
et holdy such and such views: he will: doubtless soon find himself not
at liberty lo express. them. = If being independent of foreign aid ‘neces-
sarily lends ‘to the display of -what some deem weakness, be conbenl; : Jt is.
*the wenkness of God,’ which is ¢ stronger than men.”™ ’
. 1n the hiope that you will find & ready ‘ex¢ige for nny freedom wlnch Wo
mny appenr :to_have uséd in- ouriaddress- to”you,
“frotu you at your earliest ‘convenience;li

. Wg are, in name of the. congregation me‘e'tmw in Txulors Hall ‘22 Potter
llo\v, L(hnburgb, ik '

,.,-‘.,‘.

s hyE Ave

1' oF rcasons whlch,seemed to h1m suﬁ:cxent‘ Mr Nesbtt

~(|ucmed it adwsa.ble not to ‘show”this’ Hetter to “any of {he".

e e Len

persong supposed. to be concerned in the important matters™

rephed to it ‘on his“own
“necount.. This letter I8 so charactenstlc “of the writer,

nnd ‘at the.sametime’ bhrows 'S0 mich’ hght apon“the ‘then |
un',"Berchk, that xt. 18 worth

\!u Groacn Dowm,——DxAn FRIEND, -—I ouobt to make an apolooy for
bmw o long of writing“-to' you ; but one reason at least may have been
lrm:almtbed to you- through the Taxts, who have been corresponding with
‘Mrs Nesbit lately, as well as formelly ; aud I know your kind letter did
not go unnoticed by her.

. 1 duly considered your commnmcanon, and came to the concluaxon that,
wnder existing circumstances, 1 oonld not show your letter to any of the
brethren who might take an interest in it, because they and we are
divided-upon u MaAN (not upon any religious sentiment or doctrine) as
_ Imstor to feed us in knowledge and understanding, as the sheep of Chmt’

" flock ought to be fed, I do not think that any of ns are prepared to east
ofl’ pﬁstoas as whnecessary in the church of Christ. We may be behind
you in this, but we do not see our way yet to thet terminus. . The brethren

- alluded to above have chosen a Mr Lees to bo: their pastor, and now hold

‘-wnmuuuon with cach other in a aepamt-e place of _worship ; and as to our-
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selves, we huve chosen no one as yet, but are waiting to receive the resig-

nation of our disaffected brethren, or something that will produce a proper
undéerstanding between us. I was told yesterday that they had requested
the use of our cistern to baptise in. I said it should be granted to them,
~on condition that they gave in their resignation, and proved themselves &
regular church of Christ, or that they came to some satisfactory under-
stauding with us. "1 have since heard that their resignation is prepared,
if not forwarded to our committee of management. Now, from what I
have stated, you can easily see how improper it would be in me to interfere

with the movements of brethren who have retired from our fellowship... -

Wero a Paul present, he would be saying, ‘' Now, I beseech you, brethven,
that there be no divisions among you—no contentions; for one says, I am
of Paul, and another, I ani of Apollos, and another, I am of Cephas, and
the lust says, I am of Christ. . All suck contentions show that ye are

.carnal—babes in Christ.’ . Whether this reproof of Paul would reach as

far ay your cburch, I cannot say, but it is ‘quite evident it reaches to us;

and to an influential brother I said, yésterday, when he was deploring the -

divided state of the church,. ¢ You see, brother, the need of Christ's second

coming to bring us all to one state of mind, " Neither the sheep nor the

under:shepherds can .do it-—only .the. Chief Shepherd can.’ ¥ think this
Livther is about to get kis. eyes opened, to the ‘nature of Christ’s second
‘coming, . We who have remained in the old church are disposed to call a

Mr Kitts as our pastor; but whether we will now do so, or whether he
ey now come to us; I.cannot at present say.’ If he cowmes, he is one of .

the right sort (a pupil of a Mr Rees,.of South Sunderland), and it is
Jossible.we may have in:Berwick two Baptist preacliers of the right views.
Aund-if our brethren who have left us. should labout more abundantly; and
their labours should be crowned.with more abundant success, than our
own, I for one will therein greatly rejoice. - . 7n o 0L L

I must now say a word about. baptism. This subject has already cost
me twenty years.of close study, and .ab.times most agonising mental

- sibruggles, such as I will not now attempt to describe. , The decision was

1t lust’ come to, the resolution was formed, the die was cast, and the matter

was told by me to my friends and the church, and through them to the

public.  The opposing influénce came upon me. both in flattering declara-
tions and in chilling water-floods, or- pelting hail-showers; and when all
would wot do, most tremendously heavy sand-bags were most wuceve-.

mouiously thrown upon my poor head and _shoulders. ¢ Well,’ said I to .

myself, ‘if you leave me any life aud strepgth, I will use these to carry
out my present convietions,’. The day at last came—a day of peace after
twenty years of war, and a day of happiness which can only be surpassed
by tho happiness, and joy, and rejoicing of the day of entering upon the
glorious inheritance with Christ and all his glorious ones. Frow what I
havo here stated, you will see at once that I do not jump at conclusions,
and run gs swiftly at every call as my beloved wife is inclined to do.
Perhups you and she are right and ready in your reckonings, and reason:

ings, and conclusions, and demonstrations, and I am the reverse of all

this; Lut when any young believer iz baptised, he is véry ignorant of the
Kospel he professes to believe ; and I do not see him commanded to be
tuptised o sccond time, although he is placed in the church to lewrn and
practise all that Christ, his Saviour, has taught him in his Word: But

“perhaps you say the Daptiscr should not neced to be taught. Well,

wdmitling thab both the baptiser and baptised are as far instructed in the
things of tho kingdom as any ono is at tho present day, are you sure that

‘hero are not yet somo things to wnlearn, us well as some (or perhaps A

0 , ‘
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1-any) things to Iemn, and thoso things of as' great importanee as those
daeaverics which wo havo lately made in tho thmgs of the Kingdom of
Vil nid of Chirist 1 In ihis case, will those baptised by your church need
ter b baptised again 1 Those who leave you will very likely say so and do
v Nay, they will do g0 if they reburn again to the spiritualising system.

We vead of twelve men who were baptised uoto John's baptlsm, and I
have heard it argued that these men were not baptised again. If these
wen wre right, tilcn wo have no instance in Seripture of a re-baptism.

Podo I»:lplwts say that we re-baptise, but a Baptist at once pronounces this
«harge nonsense, and calls upon the person who brings it to prove that the
person had cver been baptised before, or that he knew anything at all
wlout the matter. Now, you have been twice properly baptised—you
Lave a distinet recollaction of both of the events they were both per-
formwnd in the name of Jesus Christ, of God, and of the Holy Ghost, and
in the hope of spending first a hfe in I—Im service here, and ultimately
spending nn cternity with- Him and all His saints in glory. - Again, T ask,
nre wo r.nu.—n.bsolubely suro—that our idess on this most profoundly deep
wl futensely interesting subjeet are so correct, that all future time; and
sll future vesearches, will never move us, mor any of onr like-believing
Lyetheen, from the deductions and conclusmns to which.we have come, and
on which wo now go firmly rest ¢

I think 1 have now adverted shortly to the principal topies contined
in your Jetter, and if you wish it to be sent to the brethren who lLave left,
us, b owill soud it. Kindly tell Mr Wilson, when you have an opportumty,
that I have most carefully read his book, Dobney on ‘Future Punishment,
mu! think the greater part of his arguments sound and good. T think he_
wnetimes confounds the acts of the two judgments, &e. As Mrs Nesbit

i+ writing {on the other side of the table) to Mrs Tait, I need not here

forinally ‘notico these beloved brethren.

1w, dear friend, yours sincerely, L
' : , Joan NEssIT.
The Truth Germinating. "

This was the beginning of & course of cox.'res‘pondernce
nnd visitation which ultimately resulted in the formation

“of u small church in Berwick, although strlctly speaking,

there were no brethren rcsxdcnt in this town, all the
members living in the uemhbourhuod and being widely

~separated f'rom each other "The brmo'mo' of a man like

John Nesbit, entertammg the views just e*cpressed on the
subject of re-immersion, to a-proper belief and obedience
of the truth, was a work of some time, His better half,
as he himself admitted, was a more apt pupil. So early
ns.July 1857, Mrs Nesbit had been brought to clearly
understand’ the Gospel of the Kingdom, and -expressed
her desire to he immersed ihto the name of the Lord ; but
through circumstances, this was delayed till the 18th of
October in the same year, when Andrew Tait, being on a
visit to Paxton, assisted her in her obedience to the law
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of the Master. The only other bapt;.ised believer in the

neighbourhood at that time was John Yule, who was
station-master at the Ayton Station of the North British
Railway, some four m:les dlstant from Paxton.

A Chnrch I‘ormed
On. Sunday, _May 23 1858 * Andrew Tait and George

Dawie were at Paxton South Mains, and had the pleasant B

«luty of immersing three believers into the name of the
l.ord—nsmely, John Nesbit, Paxton South Mains; John
Brown, Ayton ; and Thomas Jackson; Sp.ltta] Tlns was

done at noon, in the rwelﬁﬂ.“wecd‘ and “in’ thie “ufternoon
of the same day, along with: Mrs .Nesbxt an

.Tohn Yule,

* nnd the two brethren from Edinburgh;? the'whqle company

4

Lroke bread in remembra.rice of .the “love of ' the Lord

- mvmoruble occnsmn They a.ppeared in Ezcakm for: June 1858 :

Jesus, This was the church in Berwiclk formfxlly maugur—
nted, a meetmg place benw subsequentl ecured in the

* Grorge, Dowm wiis moved: to. wnte tiie :-follomng ‘verses. i qelpbi‘atipn of At‘_ib

Yes, there, in xts pcerlbss beauty shona:

This brilliant gem of the flowery spring
Like modest worth, uriseen, nnknomx, R
“Vhich yet to sowle muy blessmg bnng. .

Wo gatherc(l a p]:mt of this ) nmrose fair-
TFrom the rugged bank so lone ind wildt

"T'was a gleam of light in the darkness there, .
So sunnily it lived and smlled. D oqme

We bid it grow by the home of fastc, S
Bado Phillis* tend it with all cave, - = %
Forhade that the winds should the fragrance waste -

Of this primrose blossom sweetand fair, -

Wo taught the guardian of this flower .
To nots how soon its charms déeay,
And learn that all her beauty's dower
Is fated thus te pn.ss '\way.

Bt Le hier miind informed with truth,

Her character divinely maide ;
Al then, though pass the charms 6f youth,
Unlikc theo, s]m slmll never fuilc.

. M!as I‘hilllu Noshit, of Paxton Bonlh Malns fifterwards Mon John Duncan, Duadcc].

22
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ancient Border town, as being the best centre for
assemibling in on the First” Day of the week. Within a
short time nfterwards several additions were made to
their number, and occasional visitors from Edinburgh and
other places helped .the infant church to hold on in the
good course which it had begun. :

- Thomas Jackson.

Thomas Jackson was & man of a very scholarly mind,
considering his position in life, and could give a very lucid
and forcible exposition of passages of Seripture which are
usually deemed hard to be understood.” He was very
unfortunate, however, in his precarious occupation, and
several ties the brethren in Edinburgh and other places

-sent him pecumary assistance. His business prospects
~were so0.bad, that in 1859 he made up his mifid to go to
“America, with a view to bettermg his wordly condltton :
but his death, in the end of the same year, prevented this
purpose from being carried out. '

A Newspaper Oorrespondence.

In the summer of 1865, .Tohn Neshbit availed lnmself of

& roligious controversy that was going on in the Berwick

Journal, between a Roman Catholic- priest in Berwick
and two U.P. ministers, to put in a word for the truth,
and got a number of .-letters inserted from time to time.

A great amount of local interest was excited in the dis.

cussion, - which was continued for some time after the
principals had withdrawn from it. '

Discontinnance of the Meeting in Berwick.

The death of Thomas Jackson was a severe blow to the
"small church in Berwick. The removal of two others to
a place near Belford, fourteen miles to the south, and the
fact that the brethren at Ayton were very seldom present,
caused the meeting at Berwick to be discontinued. The
few who were left met for some time afterwards in the
house of Brother Nesbit, but ultimately this had also to
be discontinued. ‘

Az
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, John Neshis,
John Nesblt was in many respects a very remarkable

man. Although in: bis day, by a number of years the

oldest person in the brotherhood, so far as I am aware, he

was by far the liveliest and iost energetic speaker in the
whole connection ; and even at the JuIy Meeting, held in

- _the Waverley Ha]l Edmburvh in 1888, when he | was over
" ninety years of age “he astomshed and amused every one

by ‘the vwa.cxty and, ammatxou with' which he read an

Anteresting paper upon the occasion, A scene at the J uly
Meeting of 1859, held in the Tculors Hall, Edinburgh, in’
~ which. he conspzcuously ﬁgured is; not hkely ever to be:
fortrotten by those Avho_thnessed it Speakmv of the

T

manner. in whlch_mmunderstapdmgs a.mono ‘the brethren
Nesbit, in his own inimitable

about'a;young Iady and a young gentle-

style, told a'stA Y

nan who were;te_pderly' attached to each other, and had

.

come to the, conclusion that it would be a wise thing for
them to umte_ heir “destinie§” at>the matrimonial altar.
Before proceedmo- ‘to extrermtles however, the gentleman

A

‘wantéd to kno'w which of-;thenl_ was to be consldered the

rrreatest Thls Wwas the cé.us_e of .a decided * tiff’ between
lady “shook dreadfully, but said

_ young
nothmg Mr Nesblt‘hez‘e walloped his hands up and

‘down, by way of 1llustrat1n'0", the excited state pf the young

lady’s feelings, the” ‘pantomlmlc action - convulsing - the
audience with’ laughter ‘Mr_ Nesbit added greatly to- the

general amusement ‘by: presently rushing frantically upon‘

Henry Wilson, who happened to ‘be- sitting opposite to

‘him, elaspmg him ' round the neck, and beatlng a tatton

on his back; thus giving . ocular, instead of the usual
auricular demonsbratlon, of what he would have conveyed
in words—namely, that the one who has the most forgiv-
ing spirit, and receives an erring one with open arms, is
the greatest. Poor Henry Wilson, on his part, at first

“scemed terribly alarmed at this' sudden aid h_mst unex-
“peeted onslaught ; but presently grasping Lhe situation,
“he added to the droll -effect by hugging and cuddling his
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loving assailant in a wuy that ou«ht to have satisfied the
most exacting lover It was altorrether a singularly
comical, but really very eﬂ’ectlve way “of enforcmo' an
important moral lesson.

it was the earnest desire of our aged brother that he
might be amongst the ‘quick’ saints when the Lord
should come to invest them with immortality, according
to the promise ; but this wish was not realised, as.he fell
nsleep on Nov. 27, 1890, at the -patriarchal age of ninety-
four. Mr Nesbit was four times married. The Mnrs
Nesbit who has just been mentioned was his third wife ;
und upon-her death he took, as his fourth conjugal part-
ner, a widow named Mrs Methven who was & member
of the Edinbargh Church. ‘She survived her husband

~exactly four years, her-death takmg place in the end of

Nov. 1894, at the age “of mnety fuur. T
2" '
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THE TRUTH LOCALISED.
BIRMINGHAM.

——

AR,

- After Dr Thomas's isif.

* The first intimation I can find of -the practical result of
the -visit of Dr Thomas to Birmingham is contained in’
a letter to the doctor by George Hatfield, which was

5v.1852;as. follows :—

published in the Herald -for

Letfer by (_ieorge" Hatfleld to T,

Dear Sir,—1I take the liberty :
acknowledgment for.the Scriptural*light
through you, both. by: your lecturestinj;
perusing your talented writings... T
designed they' should be—* Books to”
Secriptures may be understood ;! for:; before avd you: : _
your works, 1-was as profoundly ignorant QGospel of .the Kingdoin '’
ag any infant suckling the” Bishop of Ex ‘

lecture and read

Exeter ¢ver sprinkled -for its-bap-
tismal regeneration. - And yet, sir,’enshrouded-in theological darkness-as
. I.was, I laboured under, the impression th was; basking in .the bright
sunshine of gospel light; ‘because *I"w ~uember of the Wesleyan
~ Methodist Society, conforming to all theirirulesiand usages in attending
regularly to the preaching of their gospel; going regularly to class meoting,
paying wny petiny per weel -and. shilling per quarter, as well as to the
nuinerous collections, &e., &c. ; and, besides, I had undergone their process
of conversion in having been dragged up to the penitent bench, and there,
with tlie nssistance of some of the pious brethren, I was persuaded inte
the spurious belief that God hed, for Christ's sake, pardsned all my sins ;
nud consequently, ready at death for my soul to wing its way to mansions
in the ‘skies, as precached from 'their sacred desks, a_nd sung with pioas
strains by a willingly igroraut congregation, in such:words as the following
from Wesley’s hymns :— - o T T =

Beyond the bounds of time and space,
Remove o to that heavenly place,

Tho saints’ secure abiode.

Uhuder thi.é_ belief, teaching, and training, I continuecd tlirce"mi(,l a half
years, and. perhaps should have still coutinued ; for although ' conld
purccive very great discrepancios between their teaching and the Word of

; . P C 2 . .
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Qo, yot tho ¢ ministers® were, ns I then considered, men called of God,
and wholly set apart for the expounding of His Word, I genemlly
concluded that they ought and did know better than I; and as I was
only n poor illitornts Jayman, I had no business to question their decisions.

Iu fuct, Buch thoughts as doubting their teaching, or authority, I was led .
to belicve to be nothing bub suggestions of the devil, and cousequently o

dungerouy sin,

At length, one duy as I was perusing a newspaper, I saw that a certain
Dr Thomas had come from America to England for' the special purpose
of donouncing the curses of God upon-all Catholic and Protestant Europe ;
hut mora cspecially on Ireland; that the judgments of God would fall
thick and heavy upon all these nations, and would end in"the advent of
Christ ! So stated the Stamford Mercury, 1 had heard of Johanna
Southcote, Joe Smith, and many other similar impostors, and accordingly.
1 only cousidered Dr Thomas the latest edition of tho fraternity. But as

-there way something novel in the newspaper paragraph, and as I had never
yeb hoard any of the said fraternity, T resolved that for once I would go

and henr one, if you shoitld ever visit Birmingham. A short fime after, I
saw n placard sunouncing that you would deliver a course of lectures at..

the British School Room, Ann Street ; but by some means or other [ was
prevented from going to hear you at that time ; but in June following you

wero again announced to deliver a course of lectures in the same room on
‘The Great European Earthquake. Accordingly, I resolved to attend .

and hiear what I considered would be the revings of a fanatic ; but when

you made your appearance, and began, with your calm and forcible

manner, to explein and show the things of the kingdom from the Word
of God, in such a way as I had never before been shown, I confess

thet I became riveted, and felt overwhelmed with shawe and confusion ;.

for instend of hearing a wild fauatic, as T had. expectod to do, I found n -

cool, enlin, reasonable, and really a sensible, man, expecting us to believe

nothing but what the Scriptures testified of ; and that, too, sct before us -
with auch force, eloguence, and reasoneblencss, that no man uaspoiled with -
philosophy and vuin deceit could gainsuy or resist. I soon perccived that, .-

instond of my having for threc and a balf ‘years basked in the sunshine
of gospel light,: T had been overwhelmed in a fog of mysterious superstition

.and folly, groping fn the mazes of error.and delusion.

At length your Eipis Israel came out. I obtained a copy, and read it
carefully, comparing it with the Bcriptures, to see if the teachings it
contained * were 50;" and I soon found that, instead of Wesleyan Method-

ism being & system of Christianity, it was only one of the various forms

of superstition constituting the aggregate of the strong delusion through
which wo believe n lie. As soon as I became thoroughly convinced of this,
I renounced all connection with Wegloyanism, and endeavoured to find
outb a people whose teaching and practices wers more in accordance with
the teachings of Seripture. Such a people I expected to find mecting
together in the room you lectured in; but, alas! I only found there a

people like myself, just emerging from the labyricth of error. They had
broken up their little socicty, and bad just formed what they called u

clnss for the investigation of the Scriptures. This they did by commencing
with reading a chapter, cach one veading a verse in rotation ; and when
wny difficulty presented itself, some explanation was endeavoured to be
given by any one that considered himself competent to give it. This,
matead of bringing about an acquaintance with the things of the kingdom,
and 2 unity of the faith, only led to the development of each oue’s peculiax
ideas, which ultimately ended in discord and disunion, and the breaking

up of the class, through the lukewarmness and apathetic spirit displuyed

‘4 ==l
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¢ by those that took the most promment part in its proceedmns, and- who

onght to have been the very life.and soul of it in keeping it together

-Since its final break 1ip, about balf a dozen of us bave met torvether on

each Lord’s Day, in my house, to break bread, &e., and for our mutual

instruction and edification ; and four of us ha‘(e been imiuersed into

Tsrael’s hope, for which Paul was in bonds; which, with two that had

* been previously immersed, make up all that at present meeb tovether in
Birmingham.

: ‘ Now. sir, the great personal sbumblmg—bloek to some of the t'mends is 2

\ they say we ave not baptised into Israel’s hope, because the brother that

immersed us was himself immersed before he beliaved in the restoration

of the tribes of Israel, and that we ought to have sent somewlete for,

. : , somne one duly qua.hﬁed to imwmerse us ; that i is, some one that you yourself

" had imwersed. NOW, sir, would, you ple.xse to state through the Herald,

~ at some convenient t\me, whether you consider the lefva.hty of our immer-

sion ibh any way affected by our brother oﬂiclatmg in immersing us into

" Asrael's hope? My opmlon ig,  that - it-is the faith which we “who are

~ Lrother may ‘possess ; otherwise, at present I cannot see any way of our
' bem"“leonlly baptised- savi through apoatohc succession.” For if miy sol’
ii: 20 - vation restsion another mad’s faitlr- (and ds-it 4s impossible for e to know

. 4 0.7 the hemt of any one but myself), it must be by some one that is duly
TN _ .. suthorised and uppmnted by:God; and as’.I cannbt find that God has-
nppomted nny since the days o f.he apOStles, then, as a matter of course,
it must come through & successmn and this ia- too much of 2 camel for mo.
_to get down at present. -
- Perhaps, sir, & few lines from. your, able pen’ may help us -over the diff-
_culby In the meanhme' I:shall: do imy best towards promulgating the
" bruthy by endeavonnng to_obtain:as: “mauoy gubscribers s possible for tlhe
" Herald, a3 'T believe it to-be-the only true exponent of the truth ; and
]lelemth -1 annex_a.list.of suhscnhers for the plesent vo]ume, as an
- carnest of what may, come, ;. -
’ l{opmg to meet - you in the’ Kmadom of God I rcmnm,
Yoursm Tsrgel’s ]xope, TS

GEonoE Hmrmnn‘

'mswer as follows —

Admmistraﬁors of Immersion
* By gracs al'e yc slvcd throngh the faith.'=Pive. -

: _ fully expounded in this paper, aud who desire that its
: .« . voice shall not be silenced for want of adequate’ support,

" return Brother Hatfleld sincere thanks on its behalf fur
tlle cncouragement his list affords. I tiust that all, both

in Britain and America, whose cyes have: been opvued by
ouir humble endeavours, will follow his example ; and thiis;

not only evince their own gratitude for benetit gr atuitously
conferred, but show their devotion to: the truth t]u,y have
wnf’eswd in yleldmg to it their besl‘. services for its diffu-

-immersed possess that. justifies; independent of the faith that the officiating - -

N ' Upun thls letter Dr Thomns made remark qd ‘gave

We wha believe that ¥the testimony of God '’ is truth-
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sion and ascondancy in the world. The first. thing is to

enable the Ierald * to stand ;” the next, to run to and fro
to the ends of the earth ‘ preaching the Kingdom of God.’
* Understandest thou what thou readest ?' said Philip to
(undace’s treasurer, whom lie Leheld reading in the pro-
phets. * 1low can I, except some man should guide me ?’

This inability of the Ethiopian is the almost universal

condition of the public miad at.the present crisis. ‘Moses
and the prophets,’ &c., are in their hands; but even if
they read them, they understand not what they read; and
though abounding with teachers, they have none to guide

them to the saving comprehension  of the purpose and

promises of Jehovah therein revealed. Shall no effort be
made to supply them with an interpreter ? Shall Christ’s

- sheep among them—if any_there be in this cloudy and

dark day—hear no voice of-warning, or invitation to the

- coming kingdom and-glory ? :Shall the still small voice

of truth be overpowered by~ the senseless: noises.of sur-
rounding' chaos 2° We trust not.” The believers of *the

Gospel of the Kingdowm ’ say that.the Herald is an intel-

ligent, faithful, and fearless preacher of this glorious truth,

- The enemy, of course, denies“it; but-then, we have.not. ..

now to do with Satan. . We expect nothing else” from him.’

It is to believers we speak, when.we say, res non verba

quepso—deeds, not mere words, I pray. -
Mr Hatfield is doubtless right. - ¢It is, as he says, “ the

" faith we who are immersed possess that justifies’ By

fuith are ye justified,’ says Paul.. It is desirable to have
an unexceptionable administrator, if possible ; but if this
cannot be obtained, the next best thing to be done is to

. get the least objectionable’ we can.” Better be immersed

by an ‘unimmersed believer, or by one_who turns out to

L b‘e a Judas or a hypocrite, than not to be immersed at all.
The great thing is to believe the Gospel of the Kingdom

before imwersion, that, when immersed, our belief of the
truth may be ‘ counted to us for righteousness’ It is .the
subject’s pre-immersional faith in the gospel preached by
Peter and Paul that constitutes immersion ¢ the obedience
of faith’—(Rom. xvi. 26)—not the administrator’s. If the
subject be without that faith, his immersion is not the
‘obedience of the truth,’ which purifies the soul—(1 Pet.
i. 22)—though the administrator himself may * believe all
things.” If, then, the purity of the adwinistrator compen-

~sates not for the imperfection of the subject’s faith, 1t is

not to be supposed that the soundness of the latter can be

9Q 7 e e e
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made of none effect by the administrator’s shortconnng.

- Have an immersed heliover of the Guspel of the Kingdow -
to baptise you, if you can; if he 'is not to be vbtained,
have an unimmersed believer of the same trath to do it;
if-you can get neither of these, request an immersed pro-
fossor of good standing, who reveres the Bible as the ouly

. book of Grod among men, and admits the claims of Jesis .

to the Messmhshlp, to do it after such a formula as this ;-

Asa behever of the "ospel I immerse you in water at your request’f'f',

of the Son, aud of .the Holy Spmt, as the Lord Jesus hath enjoined ‘wpon
“all believers of the truth, . ... ~ . . .. ’

“In these ‘words the admmlstrator appears 111"‘1118. rea httl

to sm——-tbe falth ‘the act] and ‘the name are: everyth g
‘hut as yonvalue the ¢ great, salvation,” see that=you your.’
self Lelieve ¢ the things of the ngdom of’ _Gol
Nunie -of .Jesus’ Chmst before . you apply £ fo - 1mmel
for it'is only your faith in these can.make :your .
anything else but ¢ a form of godliness without the, powe
Linmersion is the uniting act by which a behever .
kingdom and ‘name is married to that name..’ Non
such '@’ *believer can, in the nature of things, be so. united

for the act is only made umtmg where falth in-the - Gospel

of ‘the. Klrwdom in the name of Jesus is found ° ‘in the
.sileect Immersion once made uniting by the ¢ oue faith”
miust hot be repeated. It is only the spuriousness -of the
subjects previous faith-that is, of his faith at the time-
.“of his immersion —that makes its repetition necessary;
and when repeated, it is equally powerless for union, if he:
b(, still ignovant or faithless of the Kingdom of God. See
to it, then, that you be ‘in the faith,’ havmo a faith that
works by love and purifies the heart : no admlmstmtor
however excellent, is a substitute for this.

I'rom what has been said, Mr Hatfeld will sce that I
do not regard his imwersion, and that of his friends, as
vitinted by the adunmstmtors waut of faith in the restora-
tion of Tsracl previous to his immersion. He believed the
truth when he immersed his friends. His former denial
“of Tsruel’s restoration vitiates lis own ‘baptism, not theirs ;
for he that denies that, denies the Kingdom of God ; for
without their restorttton there is no l\mgdmu 1)0(.:!.[180
tlxey are ‘the children of the kingdom,” and ‘enter into
tho -joy of' the Lord, if they coutinue to walk worthy
30 .
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of tho high e\aitatlon set before them in the gospel, and
devote tlwmselves energetically to the truth they have
helieved. -

Further Informatmn Respecting Birmmghz.m.
After the lapse of- nearly two years, George Hatﬁeld

ont another letter to Dr Thomas, which was pubhshed
in the Herald for June 1854, as fO]lOWS’

-Lettet by George Hatfield to Dr Thomas.

67 il Street, Bu'mmg!mm
c PR March 13, 1854.

My Dear Sm,—-Smce I last. wrote to you, I have opened a shop for

_the sale of publications. I have displayed the Zerald conspicuously in .

the window, placing it open at sech pages as present captions of your most
interesting articles on the aspect of human affaivs. T could have sold the
numbers so displayed over and over again, had they been for sale; but
liave not succeeded in inducing any ‘to become subscribers.

-The present aspect of affairs, is auspicious of events that will doubtless

" ugher.in the Kingdom -of God. ' The signs of the times are most signifi-

cntive and mlmmtaka.ble to the’ behever, Hence I consider it the duty
of all who have a knowledge of the truth (or at least those of us who
profess to have) to:do what we can to shed a ray of light into the sur-

‘rounding darkness ; and believing, as I do, that the Herald containg more

light on the Bible ‘than any other work known to me extant, I fecl

_auxious to promote ibs welfa.re as far as my bumble endeavours can do it, -

I was sorry to see in Number; One of last year's voluine, that. you
considered yourself settled in Mott: Haven till the Lord comes, if spared

- 50 long, T had hoped that circumstances might have indunced you to come
_to Bugland again ; for I feel pemuaded that, were you here, you would be

much more instrumental in .doing "good service for the truth than you
can possxbly be in the United States, Here everybody is interested in
what is taking place on the Continent ; and it does appear to me, were
you in England, and could gO'through"the length and breadth of the land,

-you would awaken among the intelligent and thinking such a spirit of

inquiry after the truth, that you scarcely could have done when herve
before, as such ‘minds are now mora suscept:bie of impressiona than they
were four ot five years ago. Your Elpis Israel and lectures, together with

. several pamphlets—as, le Coming Struggle, Destiny of Hummz Govern-

menis in the Tight of Seripture, from your own pen, and other works—
have been extensively circulated, and have stivred up such an inquiry after

f{ruth as you can searcely conceive. Hence some of the clergy have begun
*'to preach on these subjects ; but what few I have heard as yet have made

but a very sorry affair of it ;. in fact, T .should consider bhelr elfoxt

‘'worthless,

I have thought that, as the present edition of Elpis Jsrael is all sold
it would be y oood opportunity for you to pay another visit to Ennl:md
when you mwht obtain a goodly number of subscribers for a reprms and
the Herald. I merely suggest the idea.

I sent you recently a copy of the Illustrated London News, in which
you will perceive extracts from the ¢ Blue Books,' now before Purliament,
testifying to the trutbfulness of your exposition of the prophecy concerning
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the Frog Power. I also send you another copy of Z%he Truth Promoter,
containing the only reply John Bowes has inserted to your article in the
IHerald. 1 may just add for your informations=that he is a sort of leader
among the Plymouth Brethren, devoting the greatest part of his time in

.lccturma' among them, and edxtmf' The T'rutk Promoter ; and is genera]]y

conbxdered a stmwhtforwurd honest but meddling kmd of man: but in
iy opinion he has acted very nnfanly in not inserting your article in 7%he

. Lruth Promoter, as you did his in the Herald, so that people might form

their own conclusions, instead of his doing so for himself and them. It
appears very much like an endeavour to make. hitnself popu]ar at your
expense by wxlfnily suppressing truth when he is una.blc to 1efube it.

I remain, yours in hope of the kmvdom, :

GEORG!:. HATFII:LD.

In acknowledgment of thxs letter Dr T mmcxs ma.de the |

fo]lovnnO'

When | in Bmtalnjn I stated ) 3.proposed to Fevisit
England in about three’years; as’ I¥expected by that tinic
some of 1y interpretations would be notably verified ; and

I could then lecture -upon the Gospel of the Kingdom -

with ‘more effect, beingable to- point-to the verifications
in evidence of.my being entitled to: ‘grave and -respectfal
attention, when I should undeitake ito prove from Scrip-
ture what a man ‘must believé and“do for salvation i
opposition-to all the empirical gospe]s of bemghted Chris-
tendow.” The .hearing ‘1:-obtained’in Britain ivas on a

_large scale; but the doctrme broached was so new, that

the multltude listened with mcreduhty -1 am: aware that
the truth would make a more lively impression now ; yet
I do not think my time has-coine-for a second visit. The
people indeed are in. high: exciternent; but they are so
bewitched with the idea of an ‘easy and speedy overthrow
of the Autocrat, that 'they:would scarcely listen with
|atience to one who would undertake to show ther that
the reverse of all their expectations is decreed of Heaven.

* The Frog-excited spirits are to ‘ work miracles;’ that
is, to bring about wonderful or unexpected belligerent and
pulmcwl results. At present, things do not appear very
propitious for the Czar, But appearances are deceptive ;

and it will be found that he will become great and success-
ful above them all. -~ What are the proud Heets of Tarshish
before Jehoval's whirlwind from the east? Maritime.
disasters would place the sword of Germany in the inouth
of Russia. The Anglo-French fleets are powerful, but
not omnipotent ; and my conviction is, that wore . is

expeeted o[‘ them th.m they will bc able to perform. - The
: 32 :
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(dioman Empire eannot be preserved ; for it is an element
of the 1290 years’ abomination which is doomed to be
destrayed.  The drying up, then, of the Luphratean,
whose integrity is gunranteed by the West, must therefore
endd in the fnilure of France and Lingland.  When people
seer this, they may be still more disposed than at present
to give attention to what way be said. It is pecessary,
therefore, still to abide the time. .

Tn visiting England again, I shall be anxious to do so ~

without hindrance to our endeavours here. The informa-
tion conveyed by the Herald is the only aid received by a
wide dispersion, enabling it to discern the steadily advanc-

- ing crisis of the world. It is desirable, therefore, that it

should not be suspended for their.sakes.. But I see no
prospeet of visiting England this.yéar ; and what may be
next, is more than any of us can tell.

‘ ' A ‘. .

Mr John Bowes’s policy is that ‘inyariably adopted by

“editors when they feel weak:*'If he could have rent my

articla to shreds and- patches, it' would “have been paraded
before his readers with a great-flourish of trumpets; but
its suppression is an admission- that it.is unanswerable,
and that, consequently, *the least ‘sald the soonest
mended !’ My friend will please gend me his Truth Pro-
moter as often as. he  sees. fit. .- The - Jllustrated London
Neéws has arrived, but not The Truth Promoter. 1 am
much obliged. The  News” wis very interdsting and

Edinburgh and Birmingham.

I believe it is not Verj‘;éé:ﬁgi'a:ﬁyvlkn‘c‘)lw:f.l_that-, ‘in the

" beginning,’ there was & very intimate connection between
the churches in Edinburgh’ and. Birmingham—much more-
" intimate than any one would suppose who only knows
.theic history from latter-day developments. The know-
ledge that there were a fow of like precious faith in Bir-
~mingham was obtained from the appearance of the two

letters by George Hatfield, just quoted, in Dr Thomas'’s
Herald, Accordingly, when circulars were being issned

by the Edinburgh Church, intimating the intention to
‘hold an aggregate meeting of brethren of the one faith,

o

to be held at Edinburgh on Sunday, Dec. 30, 1855, oue

~was sent to George Hatfield. " In this- circular, nine

different points were mentioned, on which information was
Ne. 3 83 . L
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-object ; though I am happy to say that ‘we have decided

- with kindred congregations in other ps.rts of the: country .
B ‘Highly-uppreciate the

- fident, is coldness and indifference.

BIRMINGHAM

-

_requested respecting the several churches 8ddres‘§ed and
suggestions  invited for the tonsideration of -the united -
brotherhood The response to this c;rcular from Bmmng- :

ham was as follows —

Blrmmghams Oommunicat.ion to the Aggregate Meeting, 1855

67 Hill St.reet Birmingham,
¢ Deec, 18, 1853..

My Dear Cﬂms'nnz Brorrer,—I recewcd yours of 18th uitimo, -

requesting certain statistics to be sent prior-to your Genersl Meeting on

Sunduy week. T am sorry to say that the meetings of the friends. here_
are in n very unsabxslectory state at present, and have -been for some time .
puet.  In fact, we are without either system or organigation, and what ~

meetings we have now consist merely of & desultory kmd of convemation.'

) I)urmn' the past summer, some of us were out of town, snd others

ne;,]ecbed to attend the meetings, whilst. the rest were cold. and apathetic.

.Consequently, the breaking of hl’ead &e. was neglected and. subsequenﬂy

the meeting was discontinued. " For the last Sunday or two we have again
cowmenced the meeting, but, as I’ before, tnted;"?ﬁitho}iﬁff ny defined

to bavea friendly
tea party at Chnstmas, and again-organise a- nreet.mg o break. bread, &e. ;
when most probably there will be.a secretary .8p brr_e_spoml

I way just say that the friends here generslly
ob_]ccb of your meeting in Editiburgh-'on " 30th inst:;:and.would; be-glad to
receive advice or surmesb\ons suitable to our case, fmm youis. X assure you
we want something to resuscitate us to life, for we have long;

the name of the Lord Jesus to be asleep.” Surely’there iust be somebhing
tadically wrong nmongst ug, and: until this Achan is cast: out of the camyp
we cannot expect to be in a much beiter state. Thls, X feel pretty cou-

Enclosed s & hst, complymg as. fat as posslble th.h your mne 1t.ems for
atatistics. - ‘

Trusting 'that 3ou will have ‘a good]y meetmﬂ on the 30b11 mst.—and
had it been practicable, nothing ‘would have given me greater pleasure
than to have been present——be kmd enough to let us know the results,

In behalf of the friends meetmg m Snow HIII Bn‘mmﬂham,

Gnomn H.u'nsm

Themnas Davis, ]0 Summer P]uce, Summer Lane. ..
» Charles Crow, Summer Buildings, Loxton Streot, formerly a Wesleym.
Jolin B, Loudon, 210 New John Sbreet,
» Jolin Pearson, 9 Ceeil Street,
» Witliam !h'mt', 142 Unctt Stroet, formerly a Ba.ptlst
« Mark: Overson, Lower Brierley Steect, formerly & Wesleyan.
My Tnylor, Woodcock Street.  (Very itl, not likely Lo reeovor).
\h ichards, Violot Place, Brond bbn‘cct, formerly n Wesleyaun.
ticorge Hatlield, 67 1{ill Strect, formerly W'(,skynn.
Me A pploby. (Cmmot BRY strcol) '
W. J. Baily, - »
: ’ R : 31
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M. A, atfiold, 67 Hill Streot.
Min Tlowitt, Astou New Town.
: -All of Birmingham.,

These are tlse Lrethren thab genemlly meet, besides whom thero are
sivern) others who attend (when there are meetings), who hold tha sane
doctrines, but do not identify themselves with us.

2. Canuot name any.
3. Place of meeting is a small room in Snow Hill, corner of Lionel

Ntreet ; tho time of meetmtr is halfpast six e,
The rcmmmug, I am sorry to say, we cannot answer, only in the gener al

sort of way T have done.

e ——

As vequested in the foregoing letter, the result of the
mrgregate . meetmg was communicated to the *friends’
Bmmmrham in’ the sha.pe of a copy of the report wlm.h
was cumpllecl fur the purpose, and transmitted to all the
various churches (Thls report - will be given w hen I come .
to deal with the Annual Aagregate Meetmgb) In, reply[
to the request of the Birmingham brethren for aduce or
suggestion . suitable to, their case, by the direction of the.
unmrecmte meeting, the Edinburgh Church wrote to- thef{;_
behevers in Blrmmtrha.m as follows —

Latter by the Edinburgh Uhurch to Believers in aningha.m

. To fhe Dtsmples of tlzc Lortl n Bmumgham.

Edinburgh, 17th January, 1856

BFLOVED BRETHREN,—We havo, through your friend' G. Hatfield,
received notice of your position and acts duun« the past year, with your
hopes and intentions for this. . From his letter, we learn that the few in -
awl nbout Birmingham who fear. tho Lord, and respect the authority and
teaching of His Son, have been rather remiss in those specinlities of His
1||w~:tl(s teaching which refer to Christian ascociation. But we trust that -
now these things nre remedied, and that the reorganisation of the scattered .
clements which was !mt.lclpa.bed shall be so comp]ete and permanent that
all things in which you caun gerve one another will be abundantly sapplied ;
aud God our Father honoured by the exhibition of a society so unanimous’
sud active, that all men shall see the light and feel the warmth of your

. lifo and character.

We have ourselves recewed 80 much benefit individuzlly from our
meeting together (for the space of three years nearly), that we are fuin
that a1l well disposed men may enjoy the same; which they may, by
following the same course. We are far from couceiving that we havo in
all things exhilited, or even felt the best disposition toward each other.all
that tune, ot that our social learning hds been the most productive that
could have Leen ; for we are not yet perfect : but we would that you and
all were prone to take the same divinely appomted means toward mutual

. aid and cncouragement in Christian life.

During these thlee years, we have met every First DAy of the week ;
. 33 .
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the morning, to worship God, fo read His Word and inquire into its
meaning,-to instruct and-exhort each other; and in the evening to cat
the :Lord's Supper, which .festival is=usually accompaunied with inquities -
into the practical working of the divine laws, in their application to our
every-day life. On.a night in the middle of the week, we meet for
instruction and improvement in other things; such as the practics of
music, tho art of veading, and acquirement of general knowledge.. At
present we number forty-two, for the most part resident in Hdinburgli, '
In the management of our.ordinary meetings, we have a generally under-

stood plan; but for nearly two years we have lad no. president—the ~

bretliren spontaneously offering their quota of service for the good- of all:
The mode of procedure we have adopted may perhaps be better adapted

to us and our circumstances than to any other society ; but in cises where ~

the Lrethren seem much on a par in intellect and general experience, it
would appenr to us a course preferable to that of setting up one as a

permanent head or chief, That there

business. - 0 0 T
Tn our investigation of the Scriptiires,

‘ ‘have genernlly employed -the
conversational plan’; and although. not excluding ' addresses “on .définite
cut topics, have fomud more. suitable’ an ‘easy style of discussion fov ‘those .
subjecta of interest and importance with which the Bible teeins. : Let us
also remind you that the number of such subjects ‘is great; we i may.
safely say there are nome which have not suffered either peiversion or
obscuration from the corrupt tendencies of ‘those who have from ‘time to -
time arisen to speak perverse things. You seg, therefore, brethren, that’

(it i3 necessary that.we meet together freguently, and work diligently, for

our instruction in the great mysteries of our religion. 'Too many vest

satisfied with a mere surface knowledge of those profound tratlis of God,

and seem content to subscribe to the teachings of men as tlie utiost they.
can do, or need do, in Christian doctrine, .“We beseech you, brethren, to
avoid this common error, and strive yourselves together for ‘the faith
once - delivered to the’ saints ;' nob satisfied with any man’s writings, ‘be
they ever so comprehensiva or ever so clear; but, reading and studying

the divine oracles, make your own applications. e :
The meeting together is certainly importaut for another reason—only -

thus will you sttend to that ordinance which the Lord has left in his
chureh—the breaking of bread. 'The full siguificance of this feast is only
experienced by o steady continuance in its observance. By all means, do
mit allew your opportunities for this institution to be neglected ; for ‘ thus
show we the Lord's death till he come;’ and if we break the cliain which
councets the first appearing with the glorious coming and kingdomr of our
Lewd and Saviour Jesus Christ, by what token can we tell God or man
that we are waiting and longing for. that grand event i

- Wa shall be very happy to receive a letter from you at any time. Let
ua know anything more you think would be interesting to us, or in which
You think we conld give you counsel or encouragement, and we shall be
vewdy to aid yorr as much as we enn. It is but & reasonablo service to aid
those who, like ourselves, nre strangers and pilgrims in the world, looking
for wind Dasting that glorions manifestation of Gad in the person of 1lis
Son, Jesus the Christ, to take his power and reign.

Thut you ol may bo enabled in every way, nnd in all things, to have
Yuure belaviour upright and comely in the sight of men, and that the

36
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of God come from the lmwens to reward you all with thc crown of
rightoousness and bonour, is the sincere wish and ardent prayer of
Your brothel in the faith,
In name of the congregation meeting in Tailors’ Hall, 22 Potter Row,

Edinburgh :
‘ b GroraE Dowig, Sec.

12 Beaumont Place
A Remark.a.ble Soclal Meeting.

It may be convenient here  to introduce another link in
the chain that connected Edinburgh with Birmingham, i
the early history of both churches ; and for its due dppl‘&«

ciation, I must ask.the courteous reader to go back with
me, in imagination, to the, first of the long series-of anni-
versary social meetings t.hat were_held ju connection with
the Edinburgh Church. Thls meetlng, it may be here
remarked, was altoorether umque in its. character, inasmuch
as it was the only occasion, during the: someivhat lengthy
existence of the Edmburgh Chureh, that every member
was present. It was. also. ‘the only occasion, I. Delieve,
when strangers were dehbera.tely, a.nd for: a purpose,
decided to be exduded The .reason’ for . t]m Nlatter
arrangement, it may be etplzuned was . bec.mse at-a pre-
vious sociul meetmg-—the very first that the church had
held (on the evening of Thursday, April 21, 1853)~when
strangers were present, no formal programme having been
'\rranged as an act of courtesy, they were invited to take

-part in the proceedmgs. One of .these—William Laing,

who was then an ¢ outsider —availed himself of the invi-
tation, and made a speech, which, was regarded by some
af the brethren as being in very bud taste, as it was a
direct attack upon the basis on which the church had just -
been constituted. It was allowed to pass, however, with-

‘out comment, as it was deemed inadvisable to turn the

first social gathering of the church into a debating megt-
ing, which it would probably have been had William
Laing’s remarks been responded to as some of the brethren
were qulta_prepared to do. The matter rankled in the
minds of some ; and consequéntly, when the ari‘angements
were being made for the first anniversary festival, it was
agreed that none but the members of the church should
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be present. This decision, however, was not strictly
carried out, and I was the-person responsible for thé
deviation that took place on the resolution which had been
come to, as I shall presently show.

Well, we shall suppose it is Sunday, March 26 1854—
the time 6.30 p.M, which is the hour when evening service
is generally held in all the churches in Edinburgh. The
Tailors’ Hall," which usually has a rather dingy appear-
ance, s the very reverse of this to-night, for it is well
lighted; the long table extending down the centre-is
covered with a spotless white table-cloth ; the table itself
has been very tastefully” ‘set’ for tea, cups and saucers

being placed along its entire length ; while there is an’

abundance of good things’ dlstmbuted all round. "~ The
comnpany have assembled, and have taken their seats—all
except The Trio {Grierson Mitchell, James- Lawrle, and
William . Worrle) who as the stewards ~on. whom has

eo*m actw

standing in front of the fireplace, ready to
“operations as soon as the preliminary exercises have been
gone through. We have just commenced to _sing. our
opening sopg of praise, when the door is slowly and
silently’ opened, dnd presently a young woman ‘enters in
. timid and. hesitating manner. She seems taken sback
at the display of tea paraphernaln that is presented to
Lier view, -but she quietly takes her place by my side (I
bemg the nearest to the door) during the remainder of the

singing and the prayer which followed. My impression -

of the visitor is, that she is one of the people who reside
in the neighbourhood who had been attending the lectures
that were being delivered in the Tailors’ Hall, and who is
not aware that they are suspended for this evening.
'rom this point I think I had better tell my story in
the past tense. When the prayer was coucluded, the
young woman turned to me and said something, but I did
not quite cateh her exact words. It sounded to me as
i she said, “ If you please, is this where . . . 1r Thomas
teet 7' She aftorwards told me that what she actually
did say, was, ¢ If you pleaso, is this where the (ollowers
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of Dr Thomas moet 2’ and I told her that, if I had heard
theso words, I would probably have replicd ¢ No;*
because at that time we were beginning to fecl rathor sore
at Leing enlled “the followers of Dr Thomas,’ and took
cvory opportunity to repudiate the name, while fully

_agreeing ‘with the doctrines he taught. I understood her

to inquire, however, if we weré those who were in sym--
pathy with Dr Thomas. I therefore’ replied, ‘ Yes, but
the present is a private meeting,’ I have to confess that
I said this rather abruptly—-—-mdeed almost- rudely. The
fact was, I was anxious to get to work with my kettle, and
believing, as I have already said, that she was just one
of the people about the doors, I d1d not answer so cour-
teously as I-ought to have done, and did not feel inclined
to have any further talk with her. She seemed to feel
this ; for she hesitated, lingered, as if she fain would say
something more ; but seeing that I was now giving my
atiention to my kettle, she slowly; sadly, and seemingly very
reluctantly, withdrew as noiselessly as she had entered. -

-1 confess, with shame and remorse, that the memory
of that pained and dlsa.ppomted face has often. haunted
me during the fifty years that have since elapsed and T
have often wondered what would have been' the conse-

_quence if my rebuff to that young woman had taken its

apparently natural and inevitable course. In all human
probability, it would have altered the whole of her after
career. There is undoubtedly a Providence that over-

‘rules everything—even our greatest faults and mistakes—

to His own wise and beneficent purposes; and this was
remarkably shown in the incident I am now relating at

“what the reader may regard as unnecessary length.

That young woman, in serrowfully descending the
‘ cork-screw stair’ which led to the Tailors’ Hall, met my
sister Jane (Mrs Robert Roberts) coming up; and,
addressing her, got from her what she could not get from”
me—a little talk. The young woman—whose name, I
may now wmention, was Maria Hexry-—told Jane that
she belonged to Aberdeen,.and was going to a situation
in Glasgow in the course of the same week. She was a
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Baptist, she said, but had recently somehow got an

inkling of * the gospel according. to Dr Thomas,” and was

desirous of learning more about it, and wished, therefore,
to get the address in Glasgow where ¢ the followers of Dr
Thomas’ met. - She also mentioned that she had been a

fortnight in Edinburgh, and on the two prewous Sundays
~she had searched the Potter Row from end to end,’

inquiring diligently where the followers of Dr Thomas
met, but no one had been able to give her the mformation.
On that, the last Sunday she was to be in Edmburgh she

had determined to make ‘one more effort to find out these

most mysterious people, and. this had been the result!
Jane told -her that she did not know the addreas of the
Glasgow meseting, but that her brother could give it ; and

~ she requested Marla to wait, aud she would go in and oet

it for her. :

Jane accordlngly came mto the ha.ll and told me what
I have just related, and.suggested that I should go out
and speak to’ her. - I ‘accordingly forsook my heloved

kettle, and went out with Jane to her. - As she seemed

interested in the truth, and, T was feehng some compunc-
tion at my neglect of the apostolic inJunctlon to be careful
tv entertain strauo'ers Jane and I thoucrht Wwe wers war-

“ranted, in her case, in dlsregardmg the church resolution ;
~and we therefore. asked her ,to ¢ome in and have tea thh
us. This she did ; and. I need scarcely say that no one
found fault with us for having violated the decision of the

church, when the circumstances became. known.

Jane and T visited her during the week, previous to her
.departure for Glasgow, and she was provided with the

arldresses of several of the members of the two meetings
that were then in Glasgow. Unfortunately, these two
meetings were at that time in a very unsatisfactory posi-
tion, and Ly no means friendly with each other; so that
Maria was very awkwardly placed in relation to them.
Ier subsequent career was very remarkable, and a portion
ol it, beariug upon her conunection with the Birmingham
Church, was so well told by George Dowie in fureelsior

40
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MARIA HENRY.

"~ Why have so many of the brethren been interested in
Marin IHenry ? or why have they so easily been affected
with the interest which George Dowie seems to have felt
in hor 2 or why has he looked upon her and treated lher in
so friendly a way ?—Because she is a sister in Christ
Jesus ; because she has iaintained the faith with—all
stendfastness under circumstances which would have made
many give up, or at least become indifferent; because, in
the maintenance of that faith, she has had so little help
in Birmingham, that she may be said to have done her
part almost single-handed. . <~ < . :

Few are aware of the very romantic experience she has
had .since she went to ‘England some’ eight years ago.
Then she was allured away by promises of finding ¢ home
in -the house and -family “of-Mr John Bowés, then in
Cheltenham. © *She'. was- much ‘attached to -this public .
teacher, and in her’simplicityjoined- his family—soon to
find, however, that herposition was hard work and little
thanks for it' EERRENE N4 -.’* 48 ? ~ )‘“‘ "‘.":‘ i

This : led -her-to remove to Birimingham, where she

- betimes® got"a' situation in a boarding-house. - Mr Ander-

son, by whom she was then engiged, was the leading man
among the ‘ Plymouth Brethren';’ and Maria soon found
her lot very agreeable indeed, for she got occupation of a
congenial “kind.” Her . housemaid work was pleasantly
alternated with ‘the joys~ of sisterhood and “the little
responsibilities of ~a Sunday ‘School class.” Indeed, she
became a sort of indispensable: person in that little com-
munity—a Pheebe in the  church in Wynn Street, Bir-
mingham, . o ST e Rl :
Before leaving Scotland, she had secured correspondents,
who wrote her at intervals ‘"’ Among others were Allan
Fordyce, Richard Hodgson, and some members of the
Norrie family.- But she could not write when she -left
Scotland ; for the home education (in Aberdesn) had been

/rather scant. The interest of such. a correspondence,

hoivever, impelled her to learn, and thus she secured a. .-

- continuation of the communication by letter. This corres-

pondence was assiduously directed to the deveIoEnent of

ingdom
of ‘God and the name of Jesus Christ, of which she had
only faint perceptions before. - ' '

e e

With such purpose did she th
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study of the Word of,G'od, that she soon felt herself

competent to take a decided stand.on those questions ; and -

as her honesty of mind would not allow her to be silent
on matters of such vital interest, she by and by found
that her ¢ views’ were so little relished by her master and
his co-religionists, that she was first warned and remon-

strated with, and then suspended from church fellowship.
She had to stand her trial for heresy, and that was no’

common ordeal for a lone young woman. Determined,
however, that she would not bate one jot from her convie-

tions of truth, she prepared her defence—such a defence

as has seldom been made in these islands and in these
times. She tock her Bible—albeit a well-thumbed volume

—and began at the beginning, doubling down the leaf to:
those texts which set forth the divine teaching on’ the
mortality of man, the promises to -Abraham, the hope of
life, the. Kingdom of God, &e., until, proceeding -through -

the book, she gathered up so many testirdonies that her

old Bible becamme quite curly, and those sharp. corners,

which had heretofore pointed out, beckoning attention,
were clenched fists in defence of the fauith once delivered
to the saints. Thus armed, she stood in ths great’ rooim

of Mr Anderson’s Academy, in the presence of-the'whole
brotherhood—at first quaking at the thought of:what-she -
had involved herself 1n ; but. soon, like another Joan-of
Are, strong and resolute, to fight, but with &, wedpon of
heavenly temper—the sword of the Spirit, " The defence
~which she made had béen written for her by Moses and’
* the prophets, and the bold apostles of the Lamb. “Passage

by passage—with only such remark as, ‘I believe this,’ or,

‘ This is the . Word of God ’—she read, through the volume,
those parts she had marked, and carried herself through
“the whole with the carriage of a heroine, but the meeckness

of & martyr. - The decision was safterwards given, that she
could not have fellowship with ¢ the brethren,” while hold-
ing such heterodox ideas. She was stripped of her pri-
vilegos and her communion, and looked upon as a very
black sheep indeed. s

It was just at this time that she became affected with &

sore knee, which unfitted her for work ; and now came the

testing point.  Would she forego those doctrines which

sho held so tennciously, and thus sccure the service and

good-will of the church for her recovery } or would she

renain obdurate, and be driven out to secek succour in tlie
12 C :
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public hospital 2 She was not long in detormining.  The
truth, with a sore knee, was more precious than the wutrdh
and tho nursing of the Plymouth brethren and sisters,
She was removed, with her kit, to the Infirmary—{tlic
Quecn’s Hospital]—and lay down there, to see what the
medical skill of the Birmingham faculty could do for her.
Slhie bad an occasional call from some of her former sisters,
and daily crowding visits of her affectionate scholars, who
brought gifts more precious to her than gold, frankincense, -

or myrrh. Time rolled . on, and the allotted six weeks—

[allowed to patients of her class]—were all but expired,

“and she pleaded for two days’ grace ere she left the hos-

pital—uncured, friendless, homeless, in the great city of
Birmingham. . This grace carried her over a First Day"
of the week, when she had a visit from some of her old
friends, to' whom she mentioned that she was coming out-
next day ; but this did not elicit from any one the inquiry
whither she was going, or the invitation to come and lodge - . -
with them.. Monday morning - came, and . the trysted .-.

the gate and looked around. " Her young ' friends ‘asked-
her whither she was going; her heart filled ere’she™

‘answered, ¢ I do not know !’ The kind offer of one“of the:

girls to come to her mother’s house, she declined ;-and

remembering one.person with whom she was acquainted -

who might be disposed to give her a breakfast and a rest,
the little company marched to Islington Row, and entered-

" the hospitable home of. Thomas Jones. - He and his’

amiable wife very kindly took in Muria, fed hor, and-—
more than the medical faculty could do—healed her knee.

Erelong their diligence in good service procured a situ-
ation for hier, to which she removed, but to find that she
was ‘80 weak that she could not possibly make out her

‘term, being sometimes compelled to be in bed for days at

a time. She received what little wages were owing to

her, and, mounting the omnibus, rode away. The omnibus

arrived at its terminus in Broad Street, and Maria and
her box were set down. This time, however, she was not

‘quite penniless. She procured a lodging, and after a week

or two's rest got another place. Yet she was not stron

enough for it either, Thus she flitted about until, througﬁ

the kindness of her friends, she procured the situation she

now holds. All this shifting anut is easily told ; but it

1s not easy to conceive what trouble it brought to Maria,
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and what anxiety there was inseparable from it. Yet her
trust in God, and her progress in” knowledge of the truth,
still held their influence over her. o _
The situation she now occupies is that of housekeeper
and servant to a single gentleman ; dnd although her work
is not very heavy, yet her confinement is very severe.
Her master seems to make nearly-every purchase himself,
so that Maria has no occasion to go out of the house ; nor,
indeed, is there much opportunity. Fortunately, she has
a garden behind, in which she may work or walk, and
her ‘master ‘kindly (?) gets her any book she may fancy
to read. " He has apparently unbounded confidence in her,

ns she looks after and has access o all his treasures. But -
all this compensates little for ‘the bondage in which she is -

detained. ~ On-Sunday she can, as a general rule, only get

out in the afternoon, and that is when she can make little -

use of lier time, as the brethren have no meéeting till. half-
past six at night, and to call upon any of them at their
houses -would De to find them at their.afternoon’ snooze

succeeding the full dinner, as is thé common English
custom; o LT
~ But I have anticipated. She was in this place when 1
first becime ‘acquainted with her. In the summer of 1859,
I was in Eugland, and visited her in Birmingham. " Having
becn made aware that she had now so far learned the way,
that she had determined as to the course she was to follow
—having believed the .gospel, she was anxious to find

opportunity to be immersed into the name of the Lord—
- I'rejoiced in going to see her. =~ S

‘A run ou the railway from Derby, one fine summer
alternoon, brought me over to Birmingham about seven
o'clock in the evening ; and before I slept that night, X
had not only seen and satisfied myself about Maria, but
had seen and conversed with & few to whom she introduced

me, who were also in the way of learning the way to

clernal life. Next day T was employed in calling upon
soie more, with whom I arranged to meet in. the evening
for consideration of the faith, with a view to the constitu-
tion of o church. That afternoon was to be devoted to
the immersion of Maria, But here, as if difficulty and
trouble were her inevitable lot, we had almost fuiled. We
eould not, for love or money, get the use of the Public
Baths. What to do was the puzzling question, uutil her
companion (Mrs Steven) suggested a swimming bath about
: Co T :
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‘they shou
. promptly replied that-they could do that at home. It is
casy to.imagine that, unless Maria had other sources for
- her nourishment in the Christian life during this period

Blnmﬁalmn

two miles out of the town. Thither we drove, -and at °

Bulsall Heath we found it possible, for there was much )
wator there. After a clear confession and a willing obedi- |
enco, Marin Henry was immersed in that water, to arise
a happy woman, and in the occupancy of a new relation
to God and man. That day she looks back upon with
much pleasure. . . . _

The meeting that .took place in the evening was the
first of a series of mcetings held for about six or eight
months, preparatory to the formation of the Birmingham
Chureh. T now learn with sorrow that the most of those-
meetings were occupied in reading Klpis Lsrael and in
studying ‘ the signs of the times,” as shown in the news- -
papers, ‘instead - of - keeping strongly by the Bible, as I
urged. them. “Consequently, ' the ‘amount. of profit which
Maria received from. an.-occasional visit to these:meetings
was - very gueati‘,oqable,_‘;_...'.Td_:__,the suggestion .of ‘hers that

Id read ‘and study the Secriptures rather, they

she must have starved. This was indeed a critical time,

f but she. never wearied, . By: and by they determined to
meet as a church, although>even then after a peculiar

fashion. " However, during a visit of R. Roberts, while in
the servica of Fowler and Wells, they were shaped up

‘inuch better. Yet they have never bren what they might

have been, so that to this ‘day our sister has nothing like

- that heartening from Christian association which we enjoy
. from our frequent, interesting, and generally profitable

meetings. The fact is that Maria’s late visit to Edinburgh
was an introduction to circumstances and experiences to
which she had previously been an entire stranger.

There she is, however, in her solitude—a nun without
the heart of a nun ; recluse only because she must be so;’

. for this separation from society has neither stinted her

growth in knowledge nor blunted her relish for social life!

| God bless Maria Henry !

. Further Particulars,
 The foregoing interesting bit of biography carries the
-parrative of the Birmingham Church a little way beyond

the point at which I had left it, and therefore T shall go
: .45
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back to that pomt in order that I may glve gome

further details respecting the-early development of the .

truth in Birmingham. This I am enabled to do from
letters from Maria Henry during the period to which

reference is now being made.

The only person with whom she at first corresponded

‘was, I believe, Richard Hodgson, who then resided a

Grahamston ; and a3 Maria at that time, as George
Dowie has mentioned, could not write, her share in the
correspondence had at first to be managed with the aid

of an amanuensis. Haylng learned from Brother Hodgsnn v

that trouble of some kmd had’ befallen her, T took the

liberty of writing a letter of sympathy to her, being the

more impelled to do this from, a remembrance of the very
scant courtesy I had shown to her at ouf first interview,

1 sent this letter to the address of ‘Maria that.was given
to me by Brother Hodgson, but it was: returned to me

endorsed, ‘Gone away” 1 ‘mentioned” this to”Brother
Hodgson the next time I saw him, and a few days after-
wards I received a characterlstm Ietter from hlm, from
which I take the followmg extract :— o

Letter from Richard Hodgson to Williai Norrie.

R © 2 Qrahamston, 23d January 1859,
DEAR BroTHER,—Slince I siw you, I bave réceived a letter from Maria

' lIu:ry, who iy sull in Birmingham. Poor Maria is still battling with
trials, but I am glad she has strength to do it. I do not remember .

whether I ever mentioned to you that she went from Glasgow to
Clicltenham to serve with John Bowes. ‘She left his employment for
more wages (hor sllowance being very small), and engaged with a Mr
- Anderson, who, I presume, is a leader in Birmiogham of the ¢Truth Pro-
molers’ {or Perverters), although I have not been distinctly told how she
became acquainted with Anderson.” I think he had been a visitor of
Bowes’s, and in that way had met with Maria. She attended the same
ticeling uutil she was suspended for ¢erroneous views’ by ¢ the mlmater,
whose lotter sho enclosed to me—(a picce of real popecrafb)-—-and was in
a slate of suspension for five months, during which time, as well 2e before,
her master and minister was constantly bothermg her with ¢Skydingdo-
tunnia,’ ¢ deathless spirits,’  immortal ‘souls,” “souls in glory, &e., until he
beenme wenriod.  1fo at last caused her to bo brought befors the church—
the: Sanhedrim—to answor for herself; which sho says sho did, giving
them her rensons from the Scripturcs for her faith and hope. The result
has been to shake the false foundation, in the minds of smne, upon which
‘they havo hitherlo been building. Their dealings were very tyrannical
sho says but sho is oheered with the prospoct of somo good resulting thero,
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from. Aftor much confusion nmong thom, she has been permitted: to
roturn, but sho informs me that sha is not lappy nmong them, and in
consequence solicits my advico in the matter. She has recently wet with
two individuals pretty nearly agreeing with her in sentiment, and consc-
quently sympathetic with her ; and this, I hope, will have the eflect of
adiling bolduess and courage in making her declare the whole truth. She
tonk a sore knee; and this was an opportunity for Anderson getting quit
of & heretic. " She was sent to. the hospital, but I fear sho is not much
better yet, although she has got another place. Perhaps you will corres-
pond with her. If you have still your former letter by you, send it, that
she may see how her whereabouts has been denied. She is o bad writer,”
and on that account may not wish to write to a stranger. -
»

- Affectionately yours in the glorious hope,
: - R. Hopasox.

- I acted upon the suggestion of Brother Hodgson, and
forwarded to Maria the letter I had previously written to
her, to the. address he now gave me. ln due course I
received the following acknowledgment from ‘her :—

KSR

‘Bowing in Tears’ . . . .. .-

7 Yew Tree Roiad,‘Edgﬁiastoﬁ,:B.iﬂl.l‘iﬁghﬁm,' -
T Feb. 16,1859, - .

My Dzar Brormer,—IX received your very kind and sympathising
letter, for which I feel very grateful. You say you had-almost forgotten
me: not so with me. Dear brother, I very often speak, and more .often.
think of you, especially when I remember the first time I saw. you,
standing in the room with your book in your hand. . I thought you so
unkind that night when you told me it was a private meeting. -I went
awuay grieved in spirit, as I was an earnest inguirer after truth. But the
Lord directed me there that night; so I was met by your dear sister on
the stairs, and brought back ; and the impressions made ujion my mind

- that night bave never been forgotten.

Dear brother, I have been nearly three years in England, and. for about
two years I was without a single friend or acqusintance. I knew no one
of :the same mind, and was treated with scorn by many. So I had to
contend alone. Yet uot alone; for God was with me; and taught me by
His Spirit ; and as I had no arm of flesh to lean on, I cast myself entirely
on the living God. I was in connection with the Plymouth Brethrea.
My master was a truly good man, but very much opposed to our views—
orrather God’s truth. "He had rensoned with me for nearly a year; but
it was the means of leading me to ses the truth more and more clearly. I
searched the Word from Genesis to Revelations, and marked the passages
a8 I weunt along. At last I was put out of the church, and there was
church meeting after church meeting, and I-had to appear before a large
Ineeting and give an account of my views alona. I took the Word of God
in my hand, and read the passages which I bad all marked vcady. I was
excluded for five or six months. Some of them came many miles to
reason with me, and some of them came once a week for months; and as
we had many visitors—it being a minister’s house-—tley all reasoned with
me ; but it only made me mors firm.
Co ’ 47
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Dear brother, I was then sowing in tears; but I am now rejoicing in
the truth myself, and. have the=pleasure of seeing some. of those very

brethven who sab in judgment against me come to see the trath: T'wo of

them—both speakers in the meeting—told me thab from that night they
became quite unsettled; they now see the truth, and are teaching it to
others in the meeting. There are others who are studying the subject. -I
take encouragement from I Corinthiansi. 26, 27. There are two brethren
here—one of them is Mr Joues, who takes the Herald of the Kingdom—1I
have pot acquainted with. Mr Jones, I believe, corresponds with ome
brother in Huddersfield, named Roberts ; I daresay you will know him.
Dear brother, I am very much troubled about baptism, There are four

or five of us anxious aboat it, but there is no one here to baptise us. I

now see it very clearly to be my duty to be baptised. I have been bap-

tised already. but at that time I did not believe tho gospel. I was ignovant

of the -promises made by God unto us. When I was in Glasgow, I did
not see baptism as I now do. . ' o .
. Dear Lrother, please to send me yotir magazine or any other pamphlets.
Never mind expense, as I feel willing to spend and be spent for the
Master’s sake. * I wish & meeting conld be formed here, as there sre some
very sincere people, and we are doing all we,can to spread the truth. I
wish some of you could corae over and help us. Pray for us, and remember
us to sll the dear brethren and sisters.

Dear brother, T hope you will excuse my writing, as I never have been
taught to write, but tried to teach myself, That is the reason why I do
not write my friends oftener. 1 am so glad you have got Brother Hodgson
amongst you : he has been wmy best eurthly friend. Please give my kind

" love to Jane,

T remain, yours in the ons hope,
' MariA HENRY,

In a iettér that.I wrote to Maria on receipt of the

foregoing,” I told her of a proposal that was then under

consideration in some of the churches to have an aggre-
gate meeting in Nottingham that year, similar to what
had now been established in Edinburgh; and suggesting
that this might afford her an opportunity for being
re-immersed, if she could manage to go over at that time,
b alsa told her of the approaching marriage of my sister

June to Robert Roberts, and her consequent removal to
ITuddersficld, and spoke of the probability of her seeing

them. T also told her I had got her name inserted among
the Knglish readers of the manuseript Messenger of the
Churehes, which  then cirenlated among the diflerent

churches and isolated persons like hersell.  The following

wos the: noxt: lottor I received from her :(—-
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Letter from Maria Hénry to Wiiliam Norrie.

7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, .Birmingham,
©° March 14¢h, 1859,

My Dear Brorarr,—I received the Messengers, aud gave them to
Mr Jones, and he sent them to you.. We enjoyed them very much, and
intend to put them into practice. -

1 received your very kind and sympathising letter. Nothing on earth
cheers me so much as a letter from a Christian brother or sister, beloved in
the Lord. My heart is often nt home. I have one consolation—that my
lifo is hid with Christ in God. None can get it, because it is hid. Dear
brother, I have been called to suffer the loss of earthly friends for truth’s
sake. I might have been what is called a favourite, as my master and
wistress were rather attached to me. The hull where the brethren met
was the house, so that I made myself generally useful in the meeting and
in the Sunday School, where I have been'a teacher for two years. Some
‘of them took & great interest in me, und did &ll they could to persvade
me to give up what they considered ervor; but I can praise the Lovd, who
cnalled we to.remain. steadfast., Now they have given me up; they
scarcely speak, and they have taken some of my class from the school, lest
I should teach them error.. . o

.But T am not cast down. . Though alone, yet I am not alone. I have
got the promises within to cheer my .drooping spirits, and my present
situation is very comfortable, but very lonmely. I keep house for Mr
Denman. There is no one else but my master and myself in the house, a
short way in the country; so I hope I shall improve myself. I have
much to be thankful for, I believe that what we lose for Chrisl’s sake
shall be made ap to ns both hers and hereafter. . ’

Dear brother, I thank you very kindly for taking such intevest in us
outcasts, There are only Mr and Mrs Jones and Mr and Mrs Stevens.
They are very sincere beliovers. They go to no place of worship, as there
is no place here where truth is taught, I am sorry to sy, We do all we
<an to spread the truth; we scatter the reed by the wayside, praying that
it may fall on good ground ia some honest heart. .

I have lLeen making inquiry about Mr Loudon,.and I believe ho -has

Jjoined a mceting called the ‘Campbellites, which was formed here about a -

yeur ago. He is in great trouble at present, as I believe he has broken

his log, and I think bis arm also. He is some miles off from here. I -

should like to see him if it were possible.

Dear brother, I am happy to say that I am seeing the truth more and
wore clearly. I -am sorry I did not see it sooner. I feel myself as one
of your members, though lost to sight. I often think of that night that
I was amongst you. T felt that I was the one who had not on the
wedding garment. These were my thoughts I was pondering over -while
there, but I kept them to myself. Bui now I see.

I told the friends about the suggestion concerning the meeting in
Nottingham, aud we will be very glad if it takes place. I received a letter
last week from Brother Hodgson, He feels very lomely. May our
Heavenly Father be with him to guide him amongst some of His own
children. :, ) : .

I am very pleased to hear of your dear sister’s marriage, and with one

“in'tho Lord : there are so fow such to be met in with. I have read one

of his letters in the Herald. I wish it had been Birmingham Jane was

coming to. I think there will be more than a hundred iniles between us.

God willing, T hope we shall see each other in the flesh once more. Al
T oot ey . B P T . .
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things are possible with God. I shall give her a hearty welcome. She
- will find the English a very drderly, clean, Fihid-hearted class of people, and

very straightforward. .

.

. No more st preseat, but I remain, 7 : o
Yours in the hope of the resurrection of the just, ’ :
' C Marta Henry

.;-< ’ . ————

{ . When I wrote to Maria again, there was some doubt as
1.7. " " to whether the proposed aggregate meeting would take
place at Nottingham., Appearances were then against
(it ; and cousequently -the prospect of Maria’s immersion
. receded in the distance. Mer next communication to me

was a brief note, as follows :—

" Letter from Maria Henry to Willlam Norrie,

. 7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birminghars,
. March 27th, 1859. ,

My Drar BrormER,—] received your two magazines with much
.- pleasure. I see something in thom about a new hymn-boek. I should
like to be a subscriber very much. I have got Bowes’s Supplement, but I
; _ shoald like something better still, if possible. Desr brother, I take the
”j liberty of sending you enclosed my favourite verses. I ahowed them to
: ) Mis Jones one day, telling her they often cheered me ou my way. Mr
! Jones being present, he looked at them, and copied them from the original.” ~
He thought 1 might send them to you. Will you pleass to let me kmow
what' you think of them.
May wo be found watching and waiting, and all ready for his glorions
appearing ; for there are but few who secem to take any interest in' him
. ¥ho laid down his life for their sakes. ¢ What shall we eat, and what shall
. we drink 3° is all they live for, - The world is in gross darkuess ; ministers
cannot teach the people—they know unot the truth themsélves. May those
who do know the truth spread it far and near. '
. [ believe they have a very nice meeting in Glasgow : I had a short note
from Mr Fordyce. And I am very glad to hear of your prosperity in
Edinburgh, May it be as a little leaven that will leaven the whole town
of Bdinburgh., I often wish I could be present at one of your heppy
meetings, T should like very much to sit down with the Locd’s children
b liis Lable, to remember his death and resurrection. ‘
IT all is well, I intend to yield obedience to the faith, by baptism into
the nawe of the Lord Jesus Christ, the first opportunity.
May the Ulessing of our Heavenly Father rest and abide with you all.

Yours in the one blessed hope,
Maria Hexzy.

The fullowing are the *favourite verses’ of Maria,

mentioned as having been enclosed to me in the above

letler
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Watching for the Morning.

. I am watcling for the morning ;
: " The night is long aud dreer;
I have waited for the dawning ;
Tt must surely now be near.
I am watching for the morning,
When the sons of God shall show
All their beauteous adorning, -
Evon whiter than the snow.

T'm a stranger and rojourner,
A pilgrim on .the earth ;-
. A sick and lonely’ mourner H
. Few own my noble birth. . ,
- ' - But o watching for the mormug—
: ' "Ob, when will morning come,
And I change the world’s rude scorning
~ For the fe]lowslup of homci '

They call me strange. and gloomy Selewin
‘But, ah J" they little dream " ..

Of the hopes that fill my bosom, ;
For 1 am not what-I seem.

T am watching for the" mommg,
“When He who for me died,

Yn glorious state returning,
Shall cla.xm Hxs own—Hm bnde.

: They off.en find me weepmu :
B - And X cannot tell them' why 5
. For they know not the deep meaning
_ Of my spirit's sympathy, -
1 am watching for the morning ’
Of a Im«ht and glorxoua day,
That shall hush creation’s groaning, -
And wipe my bears awa.y.

The earnest expectatlon
Of all nature is abroad,
And awaits the reve]atlon
Of all true sons of God.
I am watching for the morning—
That morning bright and fair—
When Christ, in power returning, -
" A crown of life shall bear. -

I will get me to the mountain,
Till the shadows flee away ;

T will ask of all the watchmen
For the tokens of the day.

I am watching for the morning ;
The night is almost gone ;

I hedr the notes of warning ;
I will hie me to my home.
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T can quite understand that_these touching stanzas
should be great favourites with Maria; the third and
fourth, in particular, seem specially applicable to her then
circumstances ; and I bave no doubt she keenly felt this.
I was at first under the impression that these verses were
her own composition, and this impression was strengthened

by the fact that the paper on which they were written was

endorsed ¢ Maria Henry's contribution to the new hymn-
book.” I inquired at her upon this point; but she replied

" that they were not original, but only copied from some-

where. The suggestion about having a new hymn-book -

was contained in one of the copies of the manuscript

Messenger of the Churches 1 sent to her; but nothipﬁ-/

came of the proposal at this time. g
By the time I again wrote to Maria, it had been defif-

itely settled that the gathering in' Nottingham should

tuke place, and arrangements with that view. were being

made both in Edinburgh and Nottingham. This revived \

the proposal that she should go over to Nottingham and

be baptised there. The next letter I had from her was ~

as follows :— ‘ - " ‘

Letter from Maria Henry to William Norrfe. e

7 Yew Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham,

: Magy 27th, 1859. :
~ Dean Brouer,—I have received a short note from Brother Fordyce
in veference to the meeting that is to be held in Nottingham on the 12th
of June. I remember you mentioned it in one of your letters Brother
l'_un}yca thinks I should .try and go, but he has given me none of the
particulars ; so I take the liberty of asking you coucerning it. Do you
think I would have an opportunity of being baptised then } and would I
see your sister, Mrs Roberts 1 and would there be any of the Edinburgh
or Glasgow brothren there?

As 1 see no prospect of being in Scotland this summer, Miss Graham
has kindly recommended me to a Iady in Glasgow ; but wy master is
extrentely anxions I would remnin with him, and he has raised my wages.
I lnvo no mistross, and there is no other servant cxcept & gardencr, and I
am very comfortable, for which I am very thavkful, as I bave had my
hare of trials in this world ; but God is too good to e unkind to we.

Prar brother, will you please to le6 me know how T should do when T
ket to Notlinglion, and if 1 wonld gt Jodgings. | don't know Lhe dis-
tunee from this, but I sliould think it would be nbout or near a lnndred
milex. My master has kindly consented to lot me go for a few days, bnt I
Will not make any arrangements until I liear from you. Au mugwer will
oblige mo rery much, . .
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I don't expeet any of the inrot!nrcn and siaters hiere will get away, as
they aro in business ; ‘but I shall endeavour to see them on Sunduy.  They
arc tho only fricuds I hivo got here. I go to one of their houses ou-
Sunday to talk about the things of the kingdom. They aro very dear

Cluistinns ; wo aro tho outeasts from socicty and mectings of every Lind.
We ave treated with scorn becauso we diffor from them. “Mr Anderson
wor'l allow o to sit down at the tablo of the Lovd with him while I hold
sach ¢rrors, Lut he says ho will puy for me ; so I say I pray for him, that
lio may come to the truth as taught in the Word of God. He has turned .
me out because I have been propqg«ttm" my views among the members.
[ believe there are some honest-minded people among them, but - Mr
Anderson is a blind leader of the blind, and whatevel he says is right. .
Mo is their idol. I told him I hoped to see him teaching not only sone-

_thing that Lad taken place, but also something that was o take place in

the futuve. I was bis servant for nearly two years, and he was the best
naster I ever served, but he habed my doctrines, or I wounld have been

thers still,
Yours in the one blessed hope,
MAgia HENRY

. Visits of Scottish Brethren to Bn-mingha.m

At the afternoon meeting of the Edinburgh Church, on
Sunday; May 22, 1859, the brethren had under considera-
tion the mt]mated intention of the church in Nottingam
to hold an aggregate meeting of the brotherhood at \Tot— B
tingham on Sunday, June 12. A lengthy discussion took
place respecting a proposal that George Dowie should be
sent to it as the representative of the Edinburgh Church
—James Watson strongly - opposing it on the (rmund of
economy, especially as Andrew Tait had expreqsed his
intention to go if he could procure leave of absence. It
was ultimately agreed, however, that George Dowie should .-
be sent as the representative of the church. It will be
seen from the letter of Maria Henry, that she was strongly
inclined to go to this meeting at Nottingham, for_the_
purpose of being immersed. ‘T was disappointed, however,
on subsequently learning from her that it would not ‘be in
her power to go to Nottmgham. I went down to’ Ar_ldrew
Tait, on receiving Maria’s letter, and asked if he could
not extend his visit to Birmingham, so as to assist her _to
the obedience of faith ; but he said he could not get away
from. his ra rallway duties so loug, as it was a.very busy
season with them. On the following day (Sunday), at the

request of George D0w1e who could not be at the meeting
53 o .
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hims;ﬁfé?ﬁ’_to the brethren a letter he had received
from Nottingham, giving some details of the arrangements
for the conference on the following Sunday. I also men-
tioned the circumstances in which Maria Henry had been
disappointed in her desire to go to Nottingham. The
brethren thought it -very desirable that some one should
go to Birmingham to give the brethren there a stimulus
in the right direction ; and on the proposal of Andrew
Tait, it was agreed to send George Dowie as the repre-
sentative of the Edinburgh Church. George accordingly
went, and the account of his visit has already been given,

John Duncan, of Dundee, had arranged to accompany
George Dowie and Andrew Tait to the Nottingham con-
ference, but was prevented at the last moment from doing
so in consequence of the serious illness of his sister, Mrs
Lawrie, who was at the time believed to be just-on the

. point of death. He did not abandon -his intention to
visit the Erglish brethren, however, and, a week or two
afterwards, when Mrs Lawrie was recovered from her ill-
ness, he visited both Nottingham and Birmingbam. He
spent two evenings at the latter place, which he utilised
Ly having meetings with the brethren, to whom le gave
the advice that he deemed most suitable in their circum-

.--stances, and which- was received with appreciation and

gratitude.
Accepting of a very kind invitation from Maria  Henry,

and having just a short time previously removed to Dews-

bucy, I also visited Birmingham a few weeks after John
Dunean, and met with the brethren in their room on the
evening of Sunday, August 21. The company numbered
nine persons altogether, but they had not yet beguu to
observe the breaking of bread. I was struck with the
absenee ¢f anything like warmth or heartiness that
scomed to characterise the little company—it was so very
dilicrent from what I had been accustomed to in Fdin-

burgh. “As the different members arrived, they did nut

even shake hands, but merely nodded to one another, and
‘ ' 61 '
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oxchanged some eornmonpla.ces about the Weather &e. T

was usked to say something, but felt considerable diffi-
dence in speaking to men dll of whom were much older
than myself. I could only follow in a strain similar to
thut of the two previous Scottish visitors, and urged them
to attend to the institutions that our Lord had: appomted,
us in this way only could they expect to have the divine
blessing. On inquiry as to the dificulties that were in the
way of their unitedly breaking bread, there did not appear
to be anything more serious than a fear that they had not
ability enough among them to keep up such ‘2 meeting ;
but I said I thouahb they: were magnifying this difficlty
too mueh, as it was not essential to the. observance of the
Lord’s Supper that they should have either set. addresses
or long prayers. They could at least read the Scriptures,

and converse about what was' read in"an informal way ;
and if they continued to do this steadlly and reo’ulmly, the
power to express themsslves would - increase, and ‘the diffi-
culty they so much.dreaded would altogether . disappear,

This led to a good deal of talk, in which the proposal was
made to assume quite a feasible aspect; and they wulti-

nately agreed to commence the recular brea.kmcr of bread

~on that day fortnight.

I‘urther Delay. -

The resolution coms to at this ‘meeting was not carried
out at the time agreed upon, for some reason or other of
which I am not aware. Matters just continued for some
time longer in the same unsatisfactory state as formerly.
Amidst it all, Maria Henry took quite a cheerful and
hopeful view of the situation, as will appear from the
following letter (without date) I received from her :—

Letter from Maria Henry to William Norrie.

7 Yow Tree Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham:

My Drar BrorHER,—It is with feelings of the deepest gratitude I
git down to write you a few lines, as I know you feel interested in the
eause here,

I am happy to tell you that there are & few meet now every Suuclny
evening. - It was quite o feast to me, as T may say it was the first meeting
of believers I have been at sinco I lefs Scotland. I only get oub once in

e
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perhaps thres or four months. in the evening. There wers very few, but
they are very sincere and earnest. They were studying prophecy from the
Book of Revelatiou that night, but some of them expressed o wish to
begin at the beginning, and to look what the promises were that were
made to our fathers. That was to be the subject for the next Sunday
evening. Although they did not all see alike in regard to truth, yeb they
dlsp]uyed s very forbearmv and loving spirit towards each other. ¢ Charity
suftereth long, and is kind.’ They have taken the room where they mest
now for another month, after which they remove to a larger one, some-
where near where t.hey meet now.

Since I commenced this letter, I have seen Mr Jones.  He tells me he
was at the meeting last Sunday evening, and they were ten in number,
some strangers being there. They are very anxious to keep together, and
thay say they hope o have a very good meeting soon, I have no doubt
you will rejoice to know we are making such progzess here ; so thank God
nud take courage. I.look upon you as the instrument, in God's haud,
of bringing it round. God will have His work done by some one, and
Ife does not always choose the noble and mighty for his work. I write
this for your encouragement. Go on, dear brother, labouring in the
blessed cause of our Lord and Master. I often think there are many ways
of doing good, if we have the willing mind. May we have our minds fxed
ou the future. May we take little Leed for the present, and be looking
forward to the time when the King shull come in his beauty ; and may we-
be found separated from the world, It is a great deal to say in a few
words, to keep ourselves unspotted from the world. We all know it is &

diflicnlt task ; bub where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. ~ So,
w]wn we know the truth, we alm.ll care little for ﬂns age, compa: ed th.h

what is to come,

Yours in the hope of the resurrection of the just, :

. Maria HENRY.
The Church Roll, 1859.

. In the printed Church Roll of the British Brotherhood,
issued in August 1859, the membership of the Birmingham
Churely, althourrh they had not then begun to break bread
xetrularly, was given as follows :—

Meeting place, 41 Summer Street ; hour of mecting, 6.30. 7.

Cliarles Crow, clerk, Midland Railway C’ompany, Saltley, 1 Somcrs Build-

ingr, Loxton Street, Bloomsbury.
Hmlnau Davies, - surveyor, Water Wonks, Paradise Street; house—336
New John Street West.
Davil CGardener, gun maker, Selly Oak, near Birmingham.
Willhun 1{erne, shoemaler, 80 (xarbett Street.
Marin Henry, homekcepcr (Pluhp H. Denman, Esq.), 7 Yew Tree Road,

Ulghasion.
”ummﬂ Jores, clojlllex, 22 Islington Row.
Genrue Muuk, gun maker, Selly Oak near Birmingham.

Mark Overson, Bee Hive Yard, Lowcr Buierly Strect‘.

- dohn Penrson, 8 Ceci} Streot.
Withinm Ste pllcm; coal merchant, Wynn Strect, GLU'\{; Cu]uwrc Street.

J. l!vuvnu Bundford Park, Woodsteck, Oxfordshire.
(;orxcspondent—Thomas Jones,
o6
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Review for the YVear 1859,

The state of matters in Birmingham at this time was
thus summed up in the first number of the printed issue
of the Messenger of the Churches, for January 1860, in
n review of the year 1859 :— o 3

- At the commencement of 1859, there were four indi-
duals, widely scattered in this large town, who had Dbeen
members of a Christian church formerly existing here.
There were also a few others who had carefully looked into
their Bibles, and were convinced that the only salvation
taught in the Seriptures was through ‘the belief of the
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus the Christ, with immersion into the name of Jesus
the Christ. ‘Several attempts were made to forw a chureh,
which, from various causes, did not succeed. In June last,
however, we received a visit from Brother Dowie, -of Edin-
burgh, who gave us a history ‘of the Edinburgh Church,
which interested us very much, and gave us. hope for the
{uture. In a week or two after, we received another visit,

- from Brother Duncan, of Dundee, who spent two evenings

with us, and gave us an account of the proceedings of the
brethren in Dundee; who also answered many questions,
and gave us his advice as to the formation of a church.

Since these visits, eight persons have put on the Liord

Jesus by immersion into his name, and there was also one
immersed by Brother Dowie. "We continued to meet

" .every Lord’s Day evening for the reading and examination
of the Scriptures until Dee, 11 [1859], when we formed

ourselves into a church, There seems to be no ground to

~doubt that the progress made during the past year has

been genuine, being the result of careful reading of the
Scriptures ; no doubt stimulated by the visits and letters
from brethren in various parts. We are now going on
agreeably, and hope to give a good account of our steward-
ship when the Lord comes.

‘The date and the action mentioned towards the close of

the above extract may be said to mark the real commence-
" ment of the Birmingham Church, although the organisa-

tion and arrangements generally still left much to be
desired. Changes and improvements, however, were to be

fulness of time.
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BIRMINGHAM
Help in Need Gratefully Acknowledged.

The infant church in Birmingham were not long in prac-

tically realising at least one of the benefits, in the way of‘-
mutual help, to be derived from eco-operation with the

brethren in other parts of the country. The Messenger for
April 1860 contained the following appeal on behalf of

" one of the brethren i—

The brethren in Birmingham appeal on behalf O,f s
brother who has been oppressed by long continued family

distress. The brethren there help him as far as they can;
but feeling their ability limited, they solicit tho aid of

other churches. We make no apology for the introduction-
- of this new case : the sooner it is known the better, and.

we hope the brethren will, as early as' possible, communi-.
cate with the correspondent of the church in Birmingham, -
or with Edinburgh, if more convenient. No man—no,
church—is impoverished by giving. This is the divine,
rule—* He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed.”

How this appeal was responded to was thus indicated:
in a subsequent issne of the Messenger :—

Brother Herne, of Birmingham, requests the insertion
of the following acknowledgment :—*I take the oppor-
tunity afforded by the Messenger of returning my grateful
thanks for the many tokens of love and sympathy mani-

. fested towards me and my family during the season of-

deep distress through which we have been called to pass.-.
And first to my brethren in Birmingham, more especially
to Brother Wallis, for his untiring zeal on my behalf.
Mauy thanks to the church at Dundee for their united.
kindness ; not because the amount they sent was larger
than that from other churches; but because of the -
promptitude with which it was sent in response to the
appeal.  When all supplies were gone, every channel was

closed, and we uncertain to which hand to look for help,

the next post brought us relief from Dundee. Thanks
be to Ged for this. The brethren at Edinburgh, Notting-
ham, Berwick, Dunkeld, Traneunt, &ec., will accept -my
smeere thanks, I humbly hope they will receive their
reward iu-the resurrcetion of the just. Through much
mwerey, I am now enabled to say that my present wants
are supplicd. — W, Hgryg.'

- . . bg
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Helping the Needy.

Haviug themselves expenenced the help of brethren at
a distance for a necessitous brother, it is pleasant to note
that the Blrmmoham brethren, few in number as they
were at’ that time, cheerfully responded to appeals for
pecnniary help el other quarlers. ” In the Messenger for
March 1861, the receipt is acknowledged of a sum of
money froin Birmingham for the rchef of a brother iu
[iczrk who had suﬁu'(,d many privations in bis f:nml;
ail on whose behalf an appeal had been made in the
Messe et CAgain, in October of the same year, acknow-
lewhztent i< winde of help h.wm(f becn sent from bn‘lmtw-
o to a neeessitous brother in Neweastle ; also in J)(-.c.
I8GL i relief of one in Halifax: :

~Reports td Conferencés. .

Almost the "“]} lb[JOll “available w~lmtmn the pro-
arcss and condition of the lmlmwrlnm Churely for” the
next year or two.are those forwarded to the aggregate
meetings of the brotherhood held at differeut plou.es' and
these show that the infant clturch Was Dassing Llnoucrh a
period of trial and vicissitude. .

" At the aggregate meetmcr at Nottmgham held on May
27, 1860, it was reported ‘that *the church here is in
a very languishing state, it being with difficulty that its
mectings are continued.” The place of meeting was in-
Summer Lane, and Thomas Wallis was the correspondent.

- In the report to-the July meeting of 1860, at Edin-
bu:‘gh the report from Birmingham' stated : ‘ The with-
drawal of some, and the mdlﬁ'erence of others, have
reduced their numbers, so that they now muster only six

- persons ; yet they are cordial and interested. "They would

be very much benefited and gratlﬁed by the visit of any
brother from another church' o

The report to the meeting ‘held at Glaqgow, on July 7,
1861, stated that the number of members had risen to
hfteen three having been immersed during the year, and

one sepumted in consequence of non- attendance.
o | N







