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EARLY HISTORY 
O P T H E 

GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IN BRITAIN. 

ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS. 

The Brethren Isolated and Unknown to Each Other. 

THE Edinburgh Church dated its existence from the month 
of March 1853. Next to the Dundee Church, which had 
been formed a short time previously, it was probably the 
first in this country to be formally organised upon the 
basis of a belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of 
God and the nam? of Jesus Christ, and baptism subse-
quent to that belief. Shortly after the formation of the 
Edinburgh Church, the fafct became known that there 
existed here and there throughout the country small com-
panies of believers, as well as isolated individuals, who 
cherished the same faith and hope. A t that period, there 
existed no means of putting these small jissociations of 
believers in communication with each other, and in some 
instances it was quite surprising how brethren in different 
parts of the kingdom became aware of each other's exist-
ence. Through communications that appeared in the 
Herald of the Kingdom, and through previous acquaint-
anceship in other religious associations, it was known that 
there were a few in Glasgow, Dundee, and Fifeshire who 
had accepted 'the gospel according to Dr Thomas;' but 
beyond this little was at first known. 
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1853. 

Making Personal Acquaintance, 

The first personal visit we had from ' stranger brethren,' 
as they were somewhat paradoxically termed,- was on 
Sunday, October 16, 1853—little more than six months 
after the formation of the meeting—when Allan Eordyce 
and James Archibald from Glasgow, John Duncan from 
Dundee, and David Dawson from Newburgh, met with 
us. These four brethren, having learned that a meeting 
had recently been formed in the Scottish Metropolis, of 
persons who were all Baptised Believers of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom of God, were naturally desirous of making 
the acquaintance of their hitherto unknown brethren. 
They accordingly arranged among themselves to pay us a 
visit, making us aware beforehand of their intention to 
do so. 

We were of course delighted to know this, and made 
arrangements to give them a cordial welcome. This meet-
ing— which was practically arranged by the brethren in 
Glasgow—may be said to have been the first of those 
annual general meetings which afterwards became an 
established institution among the brotherhood, and were 
usually held in Edinburgh. 

A tea meeting was held in the afternoon, at which the 
visitors gave an account of the state of the churches in 
their respective localities. The report from Glasgow, 
which was the most interesting, stated that there had 
recently been a division in the church there, in consequence 
of a disagreement on the question of the present possession 
of the Holy Spirit. A t that time, it was the custom of 
the Edinburgh Church, previous to offering up pniyer, to 
give an opportunity for making suggestions as to any 
special petition that should be presented, so that all 
might agree to i t ; and before separating, at the request 
of the Glasgow visitors, special united prayer was made 
that tho cause of disunion among them might soon cease 
to exist. 
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1854. 

A Desire for Extended Acquaintanceship. 

The meeting with these four brethren from distant 
places was of an exceedingly pleasant and profitable char-
actor, and it greatly stimulated a desire that had previously 
existed, to search out and put the brethren into com-
munication with congregations of believers and solitary 
brethren who might be located in different parts of the 
country, for their mutual benefit. The subject was men-
tioned at the first anniversary meeting of the Edinburgh 
Church, held on the afternoon of Sunday, March 26th, 
1854; and after being talked about, it was resolvetl that 
a correspondence should be opened with other .churches 
in different parts of the country. 

A G G R E G A T E M E E T I N G . 

As a result of the steps that were thus taken towards 
cultivating the acquaintance of distant brethren, it was 
arranged to have an aggregate meeting of as many brethren 
from other quarters as could attend, on the last Sunday 
of 1854, being the last day of the, year. Invitations were 
issued to all the brethren so far as known ; and these 
were responded to by the presence of eleven from Glas-
gow, three from Fife, three from Aberdeen, one from 
Dundee, one from Greenock, and one from Moffat. The 
proceedings at this assembly were made to assume both a 
business and a festive character, and an attempt was made 
at something like a formal organisation of the brethren 
thus scattered throughout the country. 

Tie Visitors. 
In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting 

the following were present from other places :— 
AIIKKUEKK—Alexander, Mrs, and Miss 

JSIuck. 
DIINDKK—John Dunenn. 
Gi.AMiov—James Archibald, Allan For-

dyee, James Fraser, Donald Msickay, 
Miss Marshall, Elizabeth, Sarah, Helen, 

and John M'Taggart, Mr» Nniamith, 
and Janiea II. Stoddart. 

GOHKOCK—James Lamb. 
KIRKCALDY—Robert Boyd. 
MOFFAT—James Henderson. 

, NEWIIURGII—David Lawson, 
9 
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SATUEDAY. 
The Yotinger Brethren Demonstrate. 

In the early summer of this year, the younger brethren 
of the Edinburgh Church had established what was known 
us ' the Saturday Night Meeting,' which was intended for 
mutual improvement and to promote social intercourse 
among the members. A similar meeting had also been-
commenced in connection with the' Glasgow. Church, and 
there had been some pleasant intercourse between the two. 
The members of the Edinburgh Saturday Night Meeting 
had arranged for a grand reception and entertainment to 
their visitors from the West; but, unfortunately, the train 
by which they travelled was several'hours late, and all the 
kindly planned arrangements were completely 'upset. 

SUNDAY. 
FORENOON. 

Devotional Exercises. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
Tailors' HaJl,_ Potter Row—the usual meeting-place of 
the Edinburgh brethren. Francis Renwick was appointed 
to preside ; and he commenced the proceedings by giving 
out the 148th Psalm, second version, which was sung 
heartily, to the tune of Benedicite, with the Doxology at 
the end. He then offered up fervent prayer and thanks-
giving on behalf of the assembly, after which Brother 
John Forman read the 46th Psalm. The President next 
gave out the first four verses of the 72nd Psalm, which 
were sung to the tune of St Stephens. James Cameron 
then read the 26th chapter of Isaiah. 

Reports Respecting the Churches. 

JOHN FORMAN^ by request, made a statement respecting 
the origin and the history, thus far, of the Edinburgh 
Church, with some remarks as to its present position. 
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A L L A N FOKDVCE gave a sketch of the meeting in Glasgow 
previous to their separation from Thomas Young and his 
party 011 the question of the present possession of the Holy 
Spirit. He also gave a brief account of their present 
condition, which he described as being one of great care-
lessness and callousness. 

JAMES FKASKR supplemented the remarks of Brother 
Fordyce with one or two particulars he had omitted. 

JOHN DUNCAN reported progress respecting Dundee. He 
said they had recently been considering the subject of the 
Holy Spirit, and with special reference to a suggestion 
which hud been made, that God would perhaps give them 
this as a mark by which t.o distinguish them as His well-
beloved children. They could not, however, find sufficient 
warrant in Scripture for such an expectation. One reason 
wh}r they thought they did not possess the Holy Spirit at 
the present time was because they were not in a state to 
receive it; for they were so selfish, that if they were now 
endowed with it, they would be inclined to use it for 
personal purposes. 

ALEXANDER BLACK spoke on behalf of the church in 
Aberdeen, and mentioned that it consisted of 2G persons 
—17 males and 9 females. 

D A V I D LAWSON gave an account of the prospects of the 
truth in different parts of Fifeshire. He said that at 
Cupar they had a great obstacle to people coming to their 
Sunday evening lectures in the winter time from the want 
of a light at the entrance to their meeting-place, which 
was a. rather awkward one. People were consequently 
deterred from coming. 

.ANDREW T A I T then rose to make what was intended to 
be a few concluding remarks. He expressed it as his 
opinion that the meeting would have been more profitable 
if it had been occupied with devotional exercises and the 
reading of the Scriptures; and he proposed to read a 
chapter. 

The CHAIRMAN, however, interrupted him to say that 
this was a mistake, and he poiuted out that, in the special 
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circumstances, the meeting had been conducted to the best 
ad vantage, as it was. 

A. T A I T then read the 5th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, on which he made a few remarks. 

The last four verses of the 43d Psalm were then sung 
to the tune of Invocation, followed by prayer, after which 
the meeting adjourned at half-past one o'clock. 

AFTERNOON. 

The meeting was resumed at three o'clock ; and after 
thanksgiving had been offered by John Fornian, tea was 
served. 

Evangelistic Work. 

The first subject considered was the best means of mak-
ing known the things of the Kingdom and the name 
of Jesus Christ. A good deal- of discussion took place on 
this question, and several suggestions made applicable to 
the varying circumstances of different localities. 

The Breaking of Bread. 

The propriety of observing the Lord's Supper on any 
other clay than Sunday, and at another time than in the 
evening, was then brought up. On this latter point some 
of the Edinburgh brethren had from the first entertained 
strong convictions, contending that, as it was in the 
evening when our Lord instituted it, and that it was 
called a ' supper,' which was an evening meal, it should not 
he partaken of in the early part of the day. The general 
conviction, however, seemed to be that, as there was no 
.special direction for the breaking of bread being observed 
nil a particular day or at a particular hour, the brethren 
were at liberty to study their own convenience in the 
matter ; but, as the first disciples were in the habit of 
observing it on the First Day of the week, it was con-
sidered seemly that we should- do so likewise.. 

Hel'me this meeting separated, the breaking of bread 
was introduced, in accordance with the Edinburgh custom 
which then prevailed of having it in tho evening. 
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EVENING. 

After an interval of twenty-five minutes, the conference 
was resumed at a quarter to seven o'clock. 

The Best Mode of Conducting the Meetings. 

The principal topic that engaged attention at the even-
ing sederunt was the best manner in which the church 
meetings should be conducted, and particularly how those 
who were usually silent might be induced to take part in 
the proceedings. In the discussion that took place upon 
this subject, all the brethren present were in turn asked 
to speak their mind ; and, as regarded the Edinburgh 
meeting, a general feeling was expressed that, a number 
of those who usually maintained silence should be invited 
and encouraged to contribute to the general edification. 

Christian Fellowship. 

This subject had also been set down for consideration ; 
but as the hour was rather late before it was reached, and 
a number of the brethren and sisters had by this time left, 
it was treated very briefly, only a few generalities being 
indulged in by one or two speakers. 

The meeting was closed by the company singing the 
last four verses of the second paraphrase, to the tune of 
St David's, followed by prayer and thanksgiving, presented 
by John Eorman. 

MONDAY. 
On Monday morning (New Year's Day, 1855), several 

of the Glasgow visitors returned home by an early train. 
According to an arrangement made on the previous day, 
those who remained, along with a number of the Edinburgh 
brethren and sisters, met in the forenoon at the Duke of 
Wellington's statue, Princes Street, and had a walk round 
the Queen's Drive. Assembling in the Tailors' Hall at 
two o'clock, refreshments were served, after which the 
visitors were accompanied to the railway station on their 
return home. 

1 
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. 1855. 

The success which attended the aggregate meeting in 
1854 was such as to call for its repetition at the close of 
the year 1855 ; and with a view to turning it to the 
greatest advantage, and obtaining as much information as 
possible respecting the position of the truth throughout 
Britain, manuscript, circulars announcing the intended 
meeting were forwarded to all the various churches in both 
Scotland and England. Information was also requested 
respecting the state of the various meetings, the manner 
in which they were conducted, and several other points of -
interest. 

A Difficulty with the Glasgow Meetings.' 

In sending out these' invitations, some difficulty was 
experienced from the fact that there were two meetings in 
Glasgow, mutuallj' opposed to each other. When it was 
•suggested that an invitation should be addressed to Thomas 
Young, on behalf of the' brethren then meeting at oO' 
Frederick Street, William Naismith strongly opposed the 
proposal, and said that if Mr Young came, he would not 
attend. Against this it was contended that the united 
brotherhood should not recognise personal differences, but 
•send invitations to all who were known to be of like faith. 
A good deal of unpleasant discussion took place on this 
point, but ultimately it. was agreed that the brethren 
meeting in Frederick Street should be invited, along with . 
the others, to take part in the convocation, by letter or 

•deputy. This was done, and in reply they wrote stating 
that they would send two brethren on condition that the 
discussion of the following questions should be the prin-
cipal business of the meeting :— 

I. Is lli<: Spirit of God promised to and possessed by all the sons of God'f 
I )id Jrsus exist, before taking upon him flesh, in the image and glory 

..!' i 
•'(. WHS the dentil of Jesus in order to satisfaction of divine justice, or 

WHS ii merely as an example, ifcc. ? 
•I. Art; wo ut liberty to admit into our fellowship those who hold tho 

• iifgiil-ivo of tliu above propositions? 
8 
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Tlicy added that, as a meeting, they could not hold fellow-
ship with those who denied the truths referred to. The 
response to this letter stated that, as the contemplated 
meeting was for the comparison of congregational experi-
ences, the Edinburgh brethren could not take upon them-
selves to yield to their conditions, and asked them to 
reconsider. This elicited another letter, containing replies 
to some of the nine points mentioned in the circular, and 
an intimation of their intention to send one or two 
deputies to the meeting, but with this reservation, that 
they did not recognise our position as Scriptural. As it 
was concluded they could not associate with the assembled , 
brethren in the acts of divine worship, the secretary 
(George Dowie) wrote : 

In coming to the meeting, we apprise you that you cannot keep your-
selves from the association of those who ore foreign to you, both as 
respects faith and position. Unless there is, therefore, an entire change 
in tho conditions on which you can associate with us, we are constrained 
to conclude that our invitation is by you rendered nugatory, and that no 
fellowship can result. 

In consequence of this letter, no representative of the 
Frederick Street meeting was at the convocation. 

The Visitors. 

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting, 
the following were present from other placcs :— 
AiiKni>KKK—James Robertson. 
Ciu-Ait—Archibald Dowje, 
GI.ASGOW—Allan Fordyce and Donald 

Maekay. 

I DUNUKE—John Duncan. 
KIKKCALUT—Robert Boyd. 
LAXARK—James Murray. 
NEWUUBGH—David Laweon. 

The actual number of deputies present was thus much 
smaller than had been expected. One cause of this was 
the misunderstanding with the Glasgow brethren. When 
it became known there that Thomas Young had been 
invited, and was coming, a large number of the members 
of the other meeting, who had intended to be present, 
changed their minds; and ere they learned that, after all, 
Mr Young was not coming, they had made other arrange-
ments which kept them from leaving home. 

1181 
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SUNDAY. 
The meeting on this occasion was remarkable for the 

great length to which it extended. There was, in fact, 
only one meeting all day, which extended from eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon until eight in the evening, with the 
exception of an interval of half an hour, from one to half-
past one, to allow preparations being made for tea, and 
another half hour's interval, from half-past six to seven, 
previous to the breaking of bread. 

FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
Tailors' Hall, Potter Row, David Lawson being called 
to the chair. After the exchange of salutations and 
engaging in devotional exercises, the deliberations were 
commenced with the reading of the letters which had been 
received from twelve different churches with which.there 
had been correspondence respecting the meeting. 

Letters from the Churches. 

These letters were quite voluminous, and some of them 
•were so lengthy, especially those from the churches in 
England, that all the time of the first meeting, and a 
portion of the second, was occupied with their perusal, 
with passing explanations or inquiries, and. oral information 
on the matters mentioned. The meeting in Halifax sent 
a most elaborate letter—so long, indeed, that a portion of --
it was not read—and also a bundle of tracts. In addition 
to the letters to the various churches, communications 
were also read from several isolated persons in various 
quarters, which were very interesting. 

Statistics. 

As this was the first occasion on which anything like a 
detailed statement respecting the various churches had 
been obtained, a digest of the matter contained in the 
letters is interesting, as showing the state of the brother-
hood in Britain at that time, so far as could be ascertained. 
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The number of disciples represented by deputy or letter 
was 2U5, as follows :—Aberdeen 27, Arbroath 2, Dundee 
ID, Edinburgh 42, Fifeshire 9, Glasgow 23, Grecnock /i, 
Halifax 8, Lanark 6, Nottingham 32, Airdrie 7, Derby-4, 
Birmingham 13, and Devonport 17. This did not include 
the Paisley meeting, from which no direct communication 
had been received. The letters and communications also 
afforded information regarding the existence of individuals 
not connected with any of the churches, hearers of their 
teaching, readers of their books, and lookers on their 
doings, concerning whom hopes were entertained that they 
would become obedient to the faith. 

The Mode of Conducting the Meetings. 

In response to inquiry in the circular convening the 
meeting, the letters gave information respecting the 
manner in which the various meetings on the First Da)' 
of the week were conducted, of which the following is a ' O 
summary :— 

AKKRDEEN.—Two presiding brethren. Song, prayer, 
breaking of bread in the afternoon, exhortations, collection. 
Monthly meeting on a week night for consideration of 
Bible subjects. 

BIRMINGHAM.—At the. time of writing, were in a disor-
ganised state, but intended to resume at Christmas. 

Cui'AR.—No president Song, prayer, reading and con-
versing on Scriptures, breaking bread. Being far scat-
tered, have no week meeting. 

DEIIBY.—Thanks and prayer, reading the Word, edifying 
in all holy things, the Lord's Supper. 

DEVONPORT.—No president (apparently).—Song, prayer, 
reading the Scriptures, address. Breaking bread in the 
evening. 

DUNDEE.—No president, Song, prayer, reading, and 
generally conversational remarks on what is read, the 
Lord's Supper. 

EDINBURGH.—No president, except at- extra meetings. 
Song (psalms, anthems, and chanting). Prayer, which is 
deliberate in its subject, and for this purpose the brethren 

ii 
^ t 11 .., , k .J, ..L., ' : ''" 



ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—I855 

suggest matter of thankfulness or objects of need. Read-
ing the Scriptures consecutively, mutual examination of 
pre-arranged subjects. Break bread (unleavened bread 
and unfermented wine) in the evening. A meeting 
through the week for the practice of music, the arts of 
reading and composition and the acquirement of other 
knowledge. 

GLASGOW.—No president.., Song, prayer, and thanks-
giving. Reading of the Scriptures, address for edification, 
the breaking of bread, Scripture lesson, on which the 
brethren speak in rotation. Meeting through the week, 
for the practice of music, &c. 

HALIFAX.—Two elders (president and secretary alter-
nately), and two deacons. Song (singing of hymns and 
chanting of psalms) ; prayer for certain definite things (the 
Lord's Prayer some part of the da}') ; reading the Word ; 
breaking the bread of commemoration (unleavened bread 
and unfermented wine) ; exhortation, counsels, &c. The 
evening meeting occupied with preaching the truth in 
serial discourses and disputing with the hearers. Meeting 
through the week for investigation" of Scripture subjects 
on which there is indecision. 

LANARK.—No president. Song, prayer, reading and 
consideration of the Scriptures, breaking the loaf. 

NOTTINGHAM.—One president. • Song (Reformation 
hymns in use), prayer, reading the Scriptures, and mutual 
consideration of questions upon them, breaking bread. 
Members far apart, therefore only one meeting. 

Some of the churches did not send the information 
asked on this point, but it was presumed that their style 
of meeting was somewhat similar to those recorded above. 
Indeed, it was remarked that there was a general uniform-
ity in the character, though not always in the details, of 
the First Day meetings. Whether this similarity had 
its origin in tradition or from examination of the Scriptures, 
I'uiuiut be said. 

- Subjects Considered. 

The subjects which had been under the consideration of 
the brethren, the results of this consideration, and the 
dilliculties yet unsolved, were thus stated : 

ii 
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AIIKUDEKN.—Punctuality in attendance at meetings ; 
nature of addresses, also the value of a conversational stj'lo 
in the meeting occasionally ; the eldership ; the fellowship ; 
tho restoration of the Jews to their own land (this in 
consequence of the dogmatic denial by a brother who has 
.since left their assembly); the Hoi}' Spirit (yet a difficulty). 

DKVONI'ORT.—'The subjects have been the Gospel, the 
future Kingdom, and Baptism. The result has been that 
several who profess to believe in the speedy advent of the 
Christ have turned a deaf ear to the Gospel of the King 
(loin ; while, on the other hand, two or three have gladly 
received it and yielded obedience thereto, and there seems 
in he a spirit of inquiry in the minds of others.' A prac-
tical difficulty was thus stated :—Most of us are what is 
termed teetotallers, and among us there are two who object 
to the partaking of alcoholic wine, preferring to partake 
of a dccoction of raisins, thus causing two cups to be used, 
which appears to some of us to be saying, "Ours Is the 
Lord's cup, and consequently the other is the reverse.'" 

.DUNDEE.—The brethren have specially, examined the 
pretensions of certain parties, commonly called Irvingites, 
tn (hose gifts which Christ bestowed upon his church when 
lie ascended up on high, and have not seen cause to recog-
nise their pretensions. At the same time, they see and 
foci the necessity existing in the body of Christ for those 
gifts and for that Comforter, the Holy Ghost, which he 
promised to his disciples. They had also been considering 
tho propriety of sending part of the bread and wine used 
fur a remembrance of the Lord, to brethren who might 
happen to be absent; but had not quite decided about this. 

EDINBURGH^—The subjects most recently under review 
had been the quotation of the Psalms by the New Testa-
ment writers, the quotation of the Prophets by the same 
persons, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit, with special 
reference to its present possession—this latter subject 
being still under examination. There had also been con-
sidered, the Seventy Weeks of Daniel, the Gog of the 
Land of Magog, and Worship to Christ in the Present 
Age*. At several of the evening meetings, attention had 
been given' to an exact application of the Christian laws 
to common life, from which examinations the most satis-
factory conclusions had resulted. The only practical diffi-
culty then pending was ' whether a president would not be 
an advantage to the investigation meeting.' 

13 
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coining.' They had also discussed concerning inherent 
knowledge of right and wrong, natural theology, &c\, the 
majority concluding that man has no inherent intuitive 
knowledge of God from nature, that in his flesh dwells no 
good tiling. 'There is a difficulty regarding baptism— 
whether a person previously immersed should be re-im-
mcrsed on coming to a more perfect knowledge of the 
Kingdom,' Prophecy had been examined, but not quite 
satisfactorily, owing to the imperfection of historical and 
geographical knowledge. 

Business of Meetings. 

In addition to the congregational usages already men-
tioned, under the heading, ' Business of Meetings,' there 
was some interesting information, of which the following 
is a summary:— 

EDINBURGH.—The practice of introducing conversation 
on proximate subjects during the festival of the Lord's 
.Supper, which conversation is usually carried on into the 
evening. There had been frequent communication by 
letter with churches and remote individuals, either for 
sympathy, for counsel, or app'eal to duty : this practice 
has been very much appreciated. A manuscript magazine 
has likewise been started among the brethren, and is 
intended to be a vehicle of deliberate thought and per-
manent lessons on important subjects. 

GLASGOW.-—The practice of baptism was spoken of as 
' devoid of all clerical forms and invocations.' The neo-
phyte, having in an intelligent manner confessed his faith, 
is led to the water, and with his own lips calling upon the 
name of the Lord, is forthwith immersed for the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 

H A L I F A X . — ' In our reviews, we always aim at unanimity. 
Differences of views, by submission to Bible teaching, have 
resulted in " one heart and one mind." That the apostolic 
injunctions to unison can be practically carried out, we 
know from our own experience.' 

Practical Suggestions. 

Practical suggestions having been invited, the following 
were submitted :— 

15 
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A B E R D E E N . — ' T h e most practical exhibition of Christi-
anity which the congregations scattered over the country 
can give will be best consulted by forming themselves into 
one body, for the following ends :— 

1. The affording of aid to congregations that may stand in need of it 
2. In the event of funds existing over this demand, to employ to that 

extent a brother to go out to the highways and bye-ways, and invite men 
to come in, that the Lord's house may be full. 

3. To aid the congregations in the acquisition of knowledge by letters 
or tracts (not necessarily printed ones) explanatory of any doctrine or 
practice which may from time agitate any of the congregations.' 

D U N D E E . — T h e brethren here submitted whether it would 
not be an improvement to compose, introduce, and use 
from time to time songs, hymns, and studied prayers. It 
was also submitted that it . would be suitable for the 
various meetings to obtain ma*ps of Biblical lands for illus-
trations of Biblical objects, and particularly plans, models, 
and sketches of the Tabernacle and Temple spoken of in 
Scripture, with their various vessels, sacerdotal robes, and 
appurtenances. These were considered almost indispens-
able to the right understanding of the Bible. 

H A L I F A X . — T h e practice of the chant was recommended 
as the most natural and Scriptural mode of praise. The 
brethren feared that there was in all the churches too 
great encouragement of a prominence of intellectuality, to 
the exclusion of affection and heart; and recommended the 
imitation of the primitive Christians in frequent meetings, 
cordial greetings, and social amenities; the increase of 
fervency and frequency in private and communal prayer 
and praise ; also a diligent attention to the punctual and 
regular attendance at the meetings by all the brethren ; 
the exercise of hospitality to one another; a regularly 
organised system of epistolary correspondence ; and last, 
the avoidance of any distinguishing sectarian name. 

NOTTINGHAM.—' In all matters of doctrine, we must 
appeal to the Scriptures exclusively.' 

Evangelistic Work. 

Respecting the means to be used for attack upon those 
who opposed or were indifferent to the truth, the following 
were submitted :— 

AIIERDEKN.—As already stated, the brethren here sug-
gested the employment of an evangelist or public preacher. 

n 
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DKKHV.—'The means we use against our opponents is -
to speak the word in love, with all gentleness and meek -
ness, contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, . . . We find it vain to attempt to reason with 
the world without Bible in hand, for we must speak 
according to the law and the testimony.' 

('i;j 'AK.—The brethren have ' tried to gain the ear o f the 
public by delivering addresses to them in a public hall.' 

DKVONTOIIT.—'By conversation and the loan of the 
works of Dr J. Thomas.' 

EDIKHURGH.—No particular , means for this end were in 
use except private communication, reading, reasoning, and 
mi open meeting for the exhibition of the fashions of 
('liristian worship and the process of Christian instruction. 

HALIFAX.—'Use press, post, pen, and tongue well. . . . 
Let us by all means have a number of readable'tracts 
issued. . . . Lend books ; but upon the great points of 
our faith, it would be needful to print ourselves. . . . 
Added to tracts, there ought to be a cheap and good 
magazine, devoted to expounding prophecy, the way of 
salvation, the gospel, &c., in original articles contributed 
by the brethren, or selections from similar periodicals ; 
with condensed chronicle of events having relation to the 
signs of the times, reports of progress of churches, tVc., 
not forgetting Scriptural seieuce or the great social ques-
tions of the day. Such a serial would be hailed with 
delight.' We think it might be done without loss by each 
church guaranteeing to take 12, 20, 50, or 100 according 
to numbers and monetary ability. . . . But above all 
other means, do not neglect oral proclamation of the truths 
we advocate. As our course of night subjects has been 
productive of so much good, we heartily recommend all 
the churches to devote a portion of the Lord's Day to 
the preaching of the truth in open assembly. Open-air 
preaching ought to be practised by every church in town 
and village. . . . Never omit visiting and conversing 
with acquaintances, and never avoid, but rather promote, 
debate with a worthy opponent' 

NOTTINGHAM.—' Our means of attack upon the opponents 
of the truth are various. If they are infidels, we try to 
show them the difference between Scripture and theology, 
nature and revelation, &c. With theologians, we question 
their authority to do and say such and such things, bring 

No, 2 17 



...,. 

A N N U A L A G G R E G A T E MEETINGS—1855 

them to the Scriptures, and ask their definition of the 
gospel ; or we define it for them, which, if they love truth, 
leads them to inquire more fully into the Scriptures. Bui 
with all parties we think it desirable to ascertain first if 
they love truth.' 

AFTERNOON. 

Reports Respecting the Churches. 

Among the letters, were some particulars respecting the 
churches not included in the foregoing classification. Thus, 
the letter from Devonport, in addition to tlifc addresses, 
occupations, and former religious associations of the mem-
bers, gave also their ages, from which it appeared that, of 
the 17 persons composing that meeting, the greater num-
ber had attained the mature age of 50, and the youngest 
was 27. It was also remarkable that, of this middle-aged 
company, no fewer than 12 had not previously been mem-
bers of any religious community. 

In the letter from Derby, mention was made of three 
very interesting cases ; one especially—that of a young 
woman who had encountered much opposition from her 
parents, who were Roman Catholics, and even beseeched 
her upon their knees not to go to a place where the things 
of the Kingdom were taught. The letter stated that she o o 
had died lately, and that ' the last words of our dear sister 
were joy and peace to the troubled ones who were left to. 
feci her loss.' 

The One Point of Agreement. 

The letters disclosed the fact that all the brethren so 
represented were not of one mind on every point, and that 
the several congregations had not the same tint of thought*. 
On one set of things, however, there was perfect unan-
imity—namely, a recognition of the things concerning the 
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, and 
baptism subsequent to such recognition, as the first articlc 
"I laith,'and the basis of all Christian character; to be 
received into good and honest hearts, and carefully nur-
tured by apostolic usage and teaching to the development. 
of true Godly life. This gratifying fact was duly noted. 

J8 • 
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The Proposed Formal Union of the Churchcs. 

All the letters having been read, the conference pro-
ceed to deal with the various suggestions contained in 
them. The proposals from Aberdeen being deemed of the 
greatest importance, were first taken up. They recom-
mended that, for the accomplishment of certain purposes, 
there should be something like a formal union among the 
various meetings; but, after consideration, the general 
opinion was, that there was no need for such a thing— 
that we were already united in our faith and hope, and any 
other union was unnecessary. It was urged by the oppon-
ents of the proposal, that any attempt to organise a 
formal union of the brotherhood would be a purely human 
device, and as such was bound to be a failure. It was 
therefore all but unanimously agreed not to adopt this 
proposal. The objects suggested by the Aberdeen brethren 
as desired to be attained by a formal union were deemed 
worthy of consideration, however, and were consequently 
taken up seriatim. 

Pecuniary Aid to Congregations. 

On the suggestion as to affording pecuniary aid to poor 
congregations, it seemed plain that it was preferable to 
dispense with parochial aid to brethren in need, but that 
beyond the aid which each congregation could afford to its 
own members so situated, all the organisation for co-oper-
ation then obtainable was to appoint, the Edinburgh 
Church as a committee to consider and report upon the 
subject, and that, meanwhile, George Dowie might be 
corresponded with regarding any case requiring immediate 
attention. 

The Evangelist Question. 

The proposal for the employment of an evangelist or 
preacher brought out a number of suggestions, none of 
which seemed very feasible under existing circumstances. 
While, on the one hand, it was generally supposed that a 
suitable person so employed might do much good, yet, as 
there seemed no such person at hand, it was deemed pre-
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ferable to use the means at the disposal of each meeting ; 
that, where practicable, the example of the Halifax 
brethren should be followed ; and that all the brethren 
should, in their several spheres, contend earnestly for the 
faith. 

Proposed Revisit of Dr Thomas. 

In the course of the discussion on the proposal to 
emplo}'' an evangelist, it was stated that Dr Thomas had 
expressed his willingness to revisit this country, provided 
his expenses were guaranteed, It was proposed by one of 
the Edinburgh brethren that such an invitation should be 
sent to him to come and lecture through the country, and 
thut a special fund should be raised for the purpose. A 
few brethren were favourable to the proposal, but it was 
opposed by the delegates from Dundee and Glasgow, as 
well as by several of the Edinburgh brethren, and it was 
'finally withdrawn. However, the matter was remitted to 
the brethren in Aberdeen, that, if strongly convinced of 
the propriety of the measure, they should not keep silence 
on it, but send the result of their deliberations to Edin-
burgh for distribution through the country. 

Fraternal Correspondence between Churches. 

The third suggestion from Aberdeen—relating to the 
writing of letters or manuscript tracts—elicited a strong 
recommendation from all, that the brethren thus happily 
made acquainted with each other should immediately and 
frequently correspond by letter, not merely in the inter-
change of compliments, but for information regarding 
practice and experience ; also that the various subjects 
mentioned in the letters should be written upon at length, 
that the truth might be elicited as far as possible. Fore-
most of those subjects, from its coming up in almost all 
'he ehurches, was, ' Tho Holy Spirit—Is it now received ? 
ami How nvc its Powors manifested?' To curry out this, 
n manuscript- magazine was proposed, to circulate among 
the churches. The Glasgow brethren present, coincided 
wiih thu "Halifax suggestion, that it should be printed. 
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The Kingdom of Qod. 
Tlie Gospel of the Kingdom. 
The Resurrection from the Dead. 
Life and Immortality. 
The Kingdom of israel, Past and 

.Future. 
'The Destiny of Nations. 
The Goodness of God. 
Faith. 

Literature of the One Faith. 

In considering the best means by which a knowledge of 
the truth might be disseminated, it was generally conceded 
that literature should be largely employed. Among the 
suggestions with this view was a reprint of the second part 
of Elpis Israel, and also of a little American work entitled 
The- Contrast between Protestantism and the Gospel, which 
had been strongly recommeuded by Dr Thomas in the 
Herald of the Kingdom. The following topics for tracts 
were suggested in the letters and by the voices of the 
deputies:— 

Repentance. 
The Way of Salvation 
The Death of Christ. 
Immersion—its Essentiality, Ncccs-
. sity, and Meaning. 
'Examine Yourselves, whether you 

be in the Faith.' 
' Love not the World' (addressed 

to the Brethren). 

The tracts were recommended to be ' plain, pithy, and 
earnest.' 

It was matter for regret on all hands that .there was not 
time to enter fully into the questions on which information 
had been furnished by the letters, and that the subject of 
tracts and publications had received so little attention, for 
the same reason. On this matter, however, it was sug-
gested that further correspondence would be necessary, and 
that it would be prudent to have the materials collected 
before commencing to print. 

The Glasgow Difficulty. 

The correspondence which had passed between the 
Edinburgh meeting and the one in Glasgow was read ; and 
after this had been done, James Cameron asked, for the 
satisfaction of the Edinburgh brethren, who had been 
acting for the various meetings represented, if the dele-
gates from these meetings approved of the course which 
had been followed; and they all expressed satisfaction with 
the way the correspondence had been conducted. 

W 
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EVENING. 

In accordance with the* practice "of the Edinburgh 
Church, the evening sitting was devoted to 

The Breaking of Bread 

and the special exercises which usually accompany the 
observance of that institution. 

An Agreeably Disappointed Deputy. 

The meeting was an exceedingly pleasant and profitable 
one to all concerned. So much was this the case, that, 
before the fraternal company separated, the brother from 
Aberdeen felt constrained to stand to his feet to testify 
the great pleasure he had experienced in it. He had been 
led, he said, through Thomas Young, of Glasgow, to 
believe that it would be a dry, uninteresting, and contro-
versial meeting ; but he was glad to say he had been most 
agree 
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1856. 

I do not appear to have preserved the report of the 
aggregate meeting in 1856, and so can only give a brief 
report, taken from my journal. The meeting was held on 
Sunday, December 28th, and there were only three persons 
from a distance present—namely, David Lawson, from 
Newburgh; James Beveridge, Springfield; and Mrs 
Shiels, Harelaw. This meeting, as the former ones had 
been, was held in the Taiku's^ Hall, Potter Row, and a 
number of letters from various churches were read at the 
forenoon meeting; after which there was an interval of 
half an hour, from 1.45 to 2.15. Tea was then served, and 
consideration of the letters followed. The breaking of 
bread was observed before the two brethren from Fife took 
their departure, which they did shortly after four o'clock, 
and the proceedings lasted till about eight. 

Proposed July Meeting. 

At this meeting it was represented that the time of the 
year was not favourable for brethren travelling from a 
distance ; and it was therefore agreed that in future the 
annual aggregate meeting of the brotherhood should be 
held in the month of July, and on the Sunday that would 
be most convenient for the'brethren coming from Glasgow 
and the West. 

Reminiscences of the July Meeting. 

I . may here introduce some interesting retrospective 
remarks respecting the July Meeting, made by Grierson 
G. Mitchell many years after they had been established. 

In those days, we assiduously cultivated the friendship 
and fellowship of brethren whom we either knew or had 
tried to discover at a distance. The lecturing tours of Dr 
Thomas no doubt indicated where these might be found ; 
and our secretary (George Dowie) gradually built up quite 
a large correspondence, and at socials and the July Meet-
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ings, letters read from scattered brethren and small 
churches formed quite a large and expected feature. In 
fact, so much did this grow, that some began to complain 
of the time being so much occupied with ' foreign affairs' 
and matters affecting affiliation and organisation. I believe 
myself that at one time we devoted too much attention 
to matters of this sort and the general economy of the 
body. This in time declined, however, until a more 
healthy feeling succeeded, which regarded ourselves as 
every way better engaged in practically minding our own 
business. 

The July Meeting was always the great event of the 
year ; and how 'strongly impressed we all were with the 
vast importance and impressive character of the occasion ! 
A kind of millennial tone almost pervaded all our proceed-
ings, and a kind of ideal savour of sanctity enveloped the 
occasion, turning our more prominent visitors especially 
into something different from ordinary men. That was in 
our youthful days, and I am recalling some of our youthful 
feelings.* 

* 'Some Reminiscences of the Early Days of the Edinburgh Cliurch,' by G. G. 
Mitchell, in Tyro, January 1899. 
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1857. 

T H E F I R S T J U L Y M E E T I N G . 

In accordance with the resolution come to at the 
aggregate meeting in 1856, that meeting was ' adjourned' 
until Sunday, July 19th, 1857—this consequently being 
the first of the annual gatherings since known as the July 
Meetings, I find that I have not preserved a copy of the 
detailed report of this meeting, and consequently have 
to fall back upon my journal for the outline that follows. 

The Visitors. ' -

There were 23 brethren and sisters present from a dis-
tance, but I can only give the names of the following :— 
ABEBDEEH—Brother Barker and Robert 

Roberts. 
CurAR—Archibald Bowie, 
DUN JUKE—Jolin Duncan and George 

Sclileselman. 
GLASGOW—Allan Fordyce and James 

Frascr. 

KIRKCALUT—Robert Boyd. 
LANARK—James Murray. 
UEWKURCII—David Lawson. 
NOTTINGHAM—W. Owen & Mrs l'hclps. 
PAISI-KT—Adam Connel and William 

Wilson. 
WISHAW—James M'Kinlay. 

All the visitors who arrived on Saturday Were com-
fortably lodged and hospitably entertained in the houses 
of the Edinburgh brethren. Among these visitors, it will 
be noticed, was Robert Roberts, from Aberdeen, who was 
then quite a youth, and.who now made his first personal 
acquaintance with brethren outside his native city. 

SATURDAY. 
A preliminary meeting was held in the Tailor's Hall on 

Saturday night, at which most of the visitors were pre-
sent, and there were mutual introductions on both sides. 
Arrangements were made as to the order of the proceed-
ings on the following day, and it was agreed that Allan 
Fordyce should preside at the afternoon meeting. 

Iu consequence of the large number of brethren and 
sisters expected from a distance, an extra room, at 102 
South Bridge, was engaged for the gathering on Sunday, 
in addition to the Edinburgh brethren's usual meeting-
place in the Potter Row. 
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SUNDAY. 
FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
hall on the South Bridge. The meeting was commenced 
by the singing of the 100th Psalm, followed by prayer. 

" ¥ The Breaking of Bread. 

On this occasion, the Edinburgh Church having discon-
tinued their former practice of having the breaking of 
bread in the evening, it was now given the first place in 
the day's proceedings. It was followed by one or two 
short exhortations. 

Letters from the Churches. 

Next came the reading of the letters from the various 
churches, which was accomplished in time to permit of the 
meeting being adjourned at one o'clock. 

AFTERNOON. 

The company re-assembled at two o'clock in the Tailors' 
Hall, where tea and sandwiches were served. I have it 
recorded in ray journal, that, while this refreshment was 
being partaken of, Brothel* Roberts lost his cap from its 
falling over a back window—said window looking into a 
slum region which no one had ever been known to pene-
trate. A few anthems were sung in the Tailors' Hall 
before the company returned to the room in the South 
Bridge, where the business of the conference was resumed. 

EVENING. 

Proposed Printed Magazine. 

The greater portion of the time during the latter part 
of tho sitting was occupied in considering a proposal to 
commence a printed magazine for the brotherhood. There 
were many conflicting ideas upon this subject, causing 
several motions to be proposed, and at times there was a 
good deal of confusion, from the difficulty of understanding 
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the exact nature of the various proposals. Ultimately it 
was agreed that such a magazine should be started, under 
the management of John Duncan, of Dundee—the name 
given to it being the Gospel Witness. 

This day's convocation was the most protracted of all 
the annual aggregate meetings, not being brought to a 
close until about nine o'clock, although a good many were 
compelled to leave before that. 

An Explanation. 

In the annual church report of the Edinburgh Church 
for the year 1857-8, the following reference is made to 
this first July Meeting :— 

The 19th of July 1857 witnessed a great concourse of 
brethren from various parts—-Aberdeen, Dundee, Cupar. 
Glasgow, Lanark, even Nottingham, &c.—who assembled 
in solemn conclave under the auspices of the Edinburgh 
Church. The particulars of that meeting being stated at 
length in a report drawn up and sent to alt the churches, 
it is unneeeessary to dwell upon them, further than to 
explain that it was found impossible, from various reasons, 
for the brethren then appointed to draw out a tract, to 
complete their task within the two months allotted, and 
consequently its publication, for the consideration of the 
brethren, has been committed at a later date to the editors 
of the Gospel Witness (a Dundee publication with which 
all the brethren are familiar), where it may be found in 
various forms—principally, however, at great length in a 
series of papers on ' The Great Salvation/ from the pen 
of Brother James Cameron. 
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1858. 

The meeting this year was again held in the Tailors' 
Hall, Edinburgh, on Sunday, the 18th of July. 

SATURDAY. 
A preliminary meeting was held in the Tailors' Hall on 

Saturday night, at which most of the visitors were pre-
sent, and there were mutual introductions on both sides. 
Arrangements were made as to the order of the proceed-
ings on the following day, and it was agreed that James 
Cameron should preside at the afternoon meeting. 

Tho Visitors. 

There were'J6 brethren and sisters present from a dis-
tance, but I can only give the names of the following :—-

GLASGOW—Allan Fordycc and other three. 
KIRKCALDY—Robert Boyd. 
LANARK—James Murray. 
NKWBURQH—David Laivson. 
PAISLEY—T. Stewart and Jns. Taylor. 

The total number of brethren and sisters wfio gathered 
together was 58, and the numbet of believers represented 
in the letters sent was 264, which included those in Glas-
gow who met separately, and three isolated individuals in 
the north of Scotland. 

SUNDAY. 

A YTON—John Yule. 
Cit0S60ATES—John Muir. 
Cui'AK—Archibald Dowie. 
DUNKERMLIXE—Robert Tennant. 
DUNDEE—John Duncan. 

FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, the proceedings being opened with praise, prayer, 
and the reading of the Scriptures. 

The Breaking of Bread. 

The Lord's Supper was then observed, after which brief 
exhortations by Archibald Dowio of Cupar, James Taylor 
of Paisley, and James Cameron of Edinburgh, were given. 
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Reports Respecting the Churches. 

The various letters which had been received from the 
churches were then read, and the following is a summary 
of their several experiences during the preceding year :— 

ABERDEEN.—During the past year, a brother and a sister 
had been added to the church, and a brother had removed 
to Edinburgh, which made their number 28. For three 
years, the subject of the eldership had at various times 
occupied their attention, with a view to having men 
appointed to office such as obtained in the apostolic 
churches. They had not yet, however, attained this 
congregational order, which, they were convinced, was 
intended to continue after the gifts of the Spirit had 
passed away. They believed that there should be bishops, 
elders, and deacons in every congregation where properly 
qualified men could be found ; and this subject was sug-
gested for . the consideration of the brethren generally. 
They also proposed again that an evangelist should be 
appointed to go through the towns and villages preaching 
the gospel, the expense to be defrayed by the several 
churches. 

BERWICK-ON-TWEED.—There were, strictly speaking, no 
brethren resident in this town ; but in its neighbourhood, 
and widely separated from each other, were five persons 
who had become obedient to the truth. Three of these 
were baptised on the 23d of May previous ; and, since that 
period, a meeting had been held in Berwick on the First 
Day of the week for worship, breaking of bread, and 
Scripture study. Brief as had been their existence as a 
church, they had not been without their share of annoy-
ance and petty persecution from those who love not the 
truth. . 

DERBY.—The brethren here were 13 in number, only 9 
of whom had been baptised. A t the time the report was 
received, three were waiting to be immersed in a bath 
which one of the brethren was putting up in his own 
premises for the purpose. The brethren in this place 
recommended that a short report of the annual meeting 
should be [printed and] published, together with anything 
that would be interesting to the brethren, and that a copy 
of this report should be forwarded to every member of the 
various churches. 
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DEVONPORT.—There were 9 brethren and sisters in this 
place, who met once a fortnight in the house of one of the 
brethren, for praise, prayer, and edification. As none of 
the brethren were capable of giving an address, they read 
from the Herald, published by John Thomas of America. 

DUNDEE.—At last annual report, their number was 10. 
Since then, the brother who had adopted Irvingite views 
had left the meeting and joined himself to that body ; 
while two had been added from Arbroath and one from 
Edinburgh—'making the. number 12. Of the brethren 
formerly reported as belonging to Arbroath, one still 
resided there, another was temporari!}' living at Dunkeld, 
and a third had been overcome by the drinking usages of 
this country. The church in Dundee now enjoyed peace, 
and harmoniously strove to build up each other in the 
most holy faith, waiting for the coming of the Lord. 

EDINBURGH.—The number of brethren here was 4 8 . 
During the past year there had been 7 additions ; 4 of 
these had been immersed into the name of the Lord, and 
being young persons, it was hoped they would profit much 
in having the start so early. One sister had left for Glas-
gow, and another for Dundee ; two other sisters resigned 
their places to join those who formerly left; and two—a 
highly-esteemed and much-loved brother (John Eorman) 
and sister (Mrs William Wilson, jun.)—had died in the 
good hope of life in the resurrection of the just. Among 
subjects which had been studied at the Sunday afternoon 
meetings had been prophecies relating "to ancient nations— 
Moab, Tyre, and Egypt, the latter being still under con-
sideration. In addition to the stated meetings on Sunday 
and on Thursday evenings, they were in the habit of 
holding some four or five social tea-meetings in the course 
of the year, with occasional excursions into the country, 
which were generally well attended and intensely relished. 
Indeed, it was an easy matter to improvise such meetings 
at any time—the social feeling was so strong, the family 
idea so complete. Visits were frequently paid by different 
members to various places, and an intercourse was kept up 
with several congregations of disciples ; but all experience 
Ntill tended to enhance the relish they had for their own 
home, and the happiness of their most highly-prized family 
circle. Other features of their existence and social action 
had been stated at some length in papers which had 
appeared in the manuscript- Mvsseugw of the C/rurc/tct<. 
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They lmd not for a long time made any public effort to 
set forth their faith. But what had not been spoken on 
the house-tops had been whispered in the ears of an 
interested few, and the additions recorded were taken :is 
first-fruits of a good vintage. 

FIFE.—The brethren located in different parts of Fife 
were 10 in number. The only regular meeting held was 
in the town of Cupar, but arrangements were in progress 
for the formation of another at Crossgates. During the 
previous twelvemonth they had enjoyed much peace and 
happiness, and humbly believed that they had not ceased 
to grow increasingly in the grace of God and in the know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

GLASGOW.—The number of brethren and sisters, in con-
nection with the church here was 33. There had been 
several additions since last report; 2 had removed to a 
distance; and 4.had left the meeting. Three of the latter 
now met by themselves. The brethren meeting in Allan's 
Hall, 28 Frederick Street, had lately sent a circular to all 
the churches in Scotland, stating things which must have 
^3en believed, previous to baptism, by all who desired 
fellowship with them, whether permanently or for a day 
only. 

HALIFAX.—The progress during the past year had been 
slight There had been only one addition. Two had 
been married and removed, but were still reckoned as 
amongst them ; and they now numbered 20 members. 
The late commercial crisis had told unfavourably upon 
them, in causing a deficiency of the sinews of war. Their 
morning meetings had had an average attendance of only 
8, owing to the sickness and infirmity of several, and from 
others residing at a distance. During the past year, they 
had had, on the Sunday evenings, a series of discourses 

'delivered on 'The Things Belonging to the Name and 
Mission of Jesus the Christ,' and on the lessons from the 
lives of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. These 
lectures were advertised by printed placards, and discussion 
was invited after each discourse. Their evening meeting 
was then taken up in the investigation of the prophecies 
of Isaiah. They had lately commenced a church library, 
to consist chiefly of critical and exegitical w!orks in theo-
logical science. 

LANARK.—-During the past year, one brother had emi-
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grated to America, and one had been added to them, so 
that their number was the same as at last report—namely, 
4. They did not expect to do much'good, as they met in 
a retired place, where few had an opportunity of hearing ; 
but they Avould gladly hail the services and contribute to 
the support of an efficient labourer who would herald forth 
the glad tidings to the perishing; and their prayer was, 
that the Lord might send forth such, so that His word 
might run, and have free course, and be glorified. 

N O T T I N G H A M . — T h e r e were 3 0 brethren and sisters who 
assembled in this town ; 9 of these had not been immersed 
having a knowledge of the Kingdom's Gospel, and advice 
was requested how to deal with such. Since last year, 
one young man, from the Campbellites, had been added tq 
the congregation. They had printed circulars announcing 
a meeting on Thursday nights, when the Gospel of the 
Kingdom would be proclaimed. It was considered that 
the best means for carrying on the great work before them 
would be to have a common fund in each church, which 
should be amply sufficient to maintain the poor and pro-
pagate the truth. They still thought that tracts were 
eminently useful for disseminating the gospel, and recom-

mended the republication, in the form of a pamphlet, of a 
series of articles upon 4 The Mystery of the Covenant of 
the Holy Land,' which appeared in Dr Thomas's Herald 
(September 1855 to January 1 8 5 6 ) . 

PAISLEY.—During the past year, 6 had been added to 
the church in this place, makiiig the number 33. Their 
meeting was described as being veiry peaceful and agree-
able. They were of opinion that the Apocalypse would 
not have its fulfilment until the time styled 4 the day of the 
Lord,' 'the day of Christ,' &c., and they would be very 
glad if any of the brethren could throw further light on 
the subject. ' 

WISHAW, AJRDRIE, &C. —There were 7 brethren in 
Wishaw or its vicinity, and 5 "at Chapelhall, Airdrie, and 
in that quarter. There was no meeting at any of these 
places ; but it was expected that two would soon be com-
menced—one in Wishaw and another in Airdrie or 
(;hapolhall. 

When all tho letters had been read, it being now near 
two o'clock, the meeting was adjourned for an hour. 
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AFTERNOON. 

The company re-assembled at three o'clock, James 
Cameron presiding ; and after tea had been served, the 
following subjects were considered :— 

Means of Edification in Small Churches. 

This subject was suggested by the statement in the 
Devonport letter, that, none of the brethren being capable 
of giving an address at their meetings on Sunday, they 
read from the Herald of Dr Thomas. All the brethren, 
while admitting the propriety of reading from the works 
of all authors in private, agreed in deprecating the use of 
auy other book than the Bible as a class-book at the 
meetings on the ;First Day of the week. The churches 
in Lanark and in Cupar were smaller than that at Devon-
port, and they had never used any other book than the 
Bible for instruction in their church assembly. The 
Edinburgh Church—the largest in the connection—had 
experienced great advantage from conversation on the 
Scriptures; and it was thought that the Devonport 
brethren were just in circumstances to profit from a 
similar mode of procedure. George Dowie was instructed 
to communicate a recommendation to this effect to the 
church in Devonport. 

'Unbaptlsed Brethren.' 

This subject had reference to the fact that, in the Derby 
and Nottingham Churches, there were persons who had 
not been immersed since believing the Gospel of the 
Kingdom ; and the Nottingham Church desired the advice 
of the brethren in the circumstances. The brethren 
generally recommended that the baptised brethren in these 
two meetings should be advised to deal firmly, but gently 
and affectionately, with the unbaptised frieuds, urging 
them to be baptised into the name of the Lord ; and that, 
if they still remained disobedient, separation must ensue. 
It was also suggested that a special communication should 
be sent to these twij churches, in which the experience of 
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other churches in this respect should be cited, as it might 
be useful to them in their circumstances. 

The Best Meaiis of Preserving the Purity of the Faith. 

This questidn arose out of the request in the Glasgow 
circular, to consider ' the necessity of all the churches 
acting in harmony to maintain the purity and simplicity 
of the apostolic teaching concerning the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.' Most of the brethren expressed themselves 
unfavourable to the adoption of any form of confession of 
faith, to be taken as a creed ; some deprecated in very 
strong terms the introduction of a written statement of 
things believed ; while others spoke approvingly of an 
expressed statement of faith, if given entirely in Scriptural 
language. 

. Correspondence with Churches in America. 

George Dowie was instructed to send a copy of the 
v report of this year's conference, and also of that of the 
" previous year, to the church in New York, together with 

an abstract of each, for insertion in the Herald. 

' The Gospel Witness.' 

John Duncan, of Dundee, stated in regard to the Gospel 
Witness, that he intended to continue it to the end of the 

• current year, but that he would not be able to conduct it 
longer than that period. The claims of this periodical 
upon the brethren, as a means of promoting the truth, 
were universally acknowledged, and a strong desire was 
expressed for its continuance. It was stated that the 
number.-of subscribers was 300, and thus did not prove 
remunerative. It was not expected that any difficulty 
Mould be experienced in making up the expense connected 
with the carrying on of this magazine; but considerable 
dilliculty was found in getting a person to undertake its 
lil-orary management. John Duncan finally agreed to 
continue it during the following year, if one or two others 
were appointed to co-operate with him ; and it was 
arranged that James Taylor, in Paisley, and William 
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Norrie, in Edinburgh, should act as assistants in procuring 
matter from the brethren in their respective localities, and 
in preparing it for the Witness. 

Tracts. 

Some conversation took place respecting the question of 
printing of tracts, raised by the proposal from Nottingham 
to reprint, in the form of a pamphlet, a series of articles 
from Dr Thomas's Herald. After due consideration, 
however, it was not considered expedient to adopt the 
suggestion at that time. 

Elders, Deacons, Ac. 

The meeting was engaged for some time in considering 
the recommendation from the Aberdeen Church respecting 
the appointment of office-bearers of the apostolic stamp ; 
but all who spoke expressed dissent from the conviction of 
the Aberdeen meeting ou the subject. 

Other subjects still remained on the programme for 
consideration ; but owing to the lateness of the hour (it 
being now uearly half-past eight o'clock), their considera-
tion was deferred until another time. 

After praise, and returning thanks for favours received, 
and asking the divine blessing upon the proceedings of 
the day, the brethren separated. 
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The weetinsr this lis year again held in Edinburgh, the 
hall of the Phrenological Museum, 1 Surgeon Square, 
being engaged for the occasion, in addition to the ordinary 
meeting-place of the Edinburgh brethren. The meeting 
was held on Sunday, 17th July. 

SATURDAY. 
A preliminary meeting was held in the Tailors' Hall oil 

Saturday night, at which most of the visitors were pre-
sent, and there were mutual introductions on both sides. 
Arrangements were made as to the order of the proceed-
ings on the following day, and it was agreed that James 
Cameron should preside at the afternoon meeting. 

The Visitors. 

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting, 
the following were present from other places :— 
BERWICK—John Nosbit. 
(!AHKTAIHS—James lJoijr. 
CitoHKaATF.s—John Muir. 
UIII-AK—Archibald Dowic. 
1)I:NFKKHMHE—Hubert Tcnnnnl. 
DIINDKK—John J)uncnn, Gnilinm Booth, 

and lJtivid Watson. 
GI.AM:O\V—Allan FONLYCC, Jas. Frnser, 

Donald Mackay, Mrs Mackuy, Win. 
Naismith, and William Wilson. 

HABELAW—Mrs Shicls. 
KIHKCALUY—Robert Boyd. 
LANABK—James Murray. 
NKWHUHOII—David Lttw.wn. 
PAIRI.KT—John B. Newlands. 
THANKST—Margaret Hastic. 

The total number of brethren and sisters who gathered 
together was about 80. 

SUNDAY. 
FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, in the hall of the Phrenological Museum, the 
proceedings being opened with praise, prayer, and the 
reading 0 f the Scriptures, several brethren taking part in 
these exorcises. ' 
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The Breaking of Bread. 

The Lord's Supper was then observed, after which 
William Laing gave a very practical and edifying address 
upon ' doing all things that Christ might be magnified.' 

Correspondence with Churches in America. 

George Dowie, as instructed at the previous annual 
meeting, had sent a letter to the church At New York, 
along with copies of the reports of the last two conferences 
which had been held. In acknowledgment, he had O ' 
received a private and unofficial letter from Brother James 
Forman, of New York (cousin of our deceased brother, 
John Forman). This letter, which was rather lengthy, 
gave an interesting account of the state of the brotherhood 
on the other side of the Atlantic. The following is a 
summary of its contents :— 

The writer sent his sympathy and congratulations to 
the brethren of like precious faith assembled at the annual 
aggregate meeting in Edinburgh. The church in New 
York was a very mixed one, as regarded nationalities. 
Small as it was, there were English, Scotch, Irish, Ger-
mans, and Americans in it. But though all were united 
on the one faith, and valiant in contending for it, they did 
not spontaneously exhibit any enthusiasm in church duties, 
being too much absorbed with business. There were a 
good many churches in different parts of the United 
States—one in Newark (New Jersey) numbered 40 mem-
bers ; a small one in Elizabeth Town (New Jersey); a 
meeting of 12 in Detroit (Michigau); one in Geneva 
(Illinois), in a very healthy condition ; one in Milwaukee 
(Wisconsin); also in Baltimore (Maryland), Washington 
(D. Columbia), Richmond (Virginia), King William 
Couuty (Virginia), besides several in Canada. In the 
month of June, the New York brethren had the pleasure 
of immersing a man who had come 2000 miles (from 
Louisiana) for the purpose. There were a good many 
isolated parties where there were no organised meetings ; 
many had occasion to move to the country in search of 
work, or to commeuce farming. The New York meetings 
on the First Day of the week were—forenoon, when Dr 
Thomas preached ; afternoon, the church met for breaking 
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bread and exhortation. The first meeting was always well 
attended ; but the effect produced on the hearts of the 
hearers was very slight, as many had attended for years— 
acquiescing in what was taught, but admitting no entrance 
of the truth to produce obedience. This was not the 
church letter in reply to one sent from Edinburgh in the 
month of January previously, which was in preparation. 

The Church at Devonport, • 

A long letter from Brother J. W. Moore, Devonport, 
was next read. 

It contained some account of the experiences of the 
brethren in that quarter, and expressions of regret that 
they were so far out of the reach of visits of brothren from 
oilier parts. Reference was made to a visit of Brother 
Shapter,' from Toronto, Canada West, which had proved 
very refreshing to them in their solitary position. It 
would appear further, that the immoral conduct of some 
who had, in their earliest days, been instrumental in 
awakening attention to Bible truth, had been productive 
of much evil to the cause. This had particular reference 
t.o Messrs Dealtrie, Bougess, and Micklewood, known in 
many parts of England as leaders in what used to be 
designated ' Millerism.' The immoral conduct of the first 
two, and the hypocrisy of, the third, had scattered the 
company to the winds ; but the truth which had taken 
root in a few hearts led them to seek one to another. By 
this time,.the}' had a visit from Dr Thomas, who cleared 
away much of the mist, and established many on a better 
footing. Subsequently this church had been harassed 
and disgraced by the immoralities of a Mr Williams, who 
came among them and assumed much importance. The 
same person was now in Toronto, and had there also done 
•some evil. It was hoped, however, that he now repented, 
of the former works, and retrieved his evil deeds by dili-
gent imitation of the pure and holy. The church at 
Devonport met once a fortnight, and continued to read 
Dr Thomas's Herald at their meetings. 

Letters from the Churches. 

lixtracts of letters were also read from the churches at 
Aberd eeiv, Crossgates, Cumnock, Dundee, Dunkeld, Glas-
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gow, Halifax, Leeds, Nottingham, Wishaw, &c ; but there 
was little information in any of them beyond what had 
previously been given in the manuscript Messenger of the 
Churches. 

ABERDEEN.—Reference was again made in the letter 
from this "piace to the unhappy circumstance of one or 
more of their number having gone back from the faith, 
and left the church in consequence. It was mentioned that 
the first number of a manuscript magazine had just been 
issuecL " ~ 

NOTTINGHAM.—The letter from this place referred mora 
particularly to some features of difference between the 
English and Scottish character in the matter of church 
fellowship and bold independence of action, necessary to 
thorough and complete following of the will of the Lord. 

After the singing of a hvrnn, the forenoon sederunt was O O f ' 
closed about two o'clock. 

AFTERNOON. 

A Repast with One Complaint about It. 

The brethren reassembled at three o'clock in the Tailors' 
Hall, Potter Row, to partake of a simple but sufficient 
repast which had been provided for them'. The utmost 
friendliness and congeniality were manifested by all. With 
a single exception, every one appeared highly pleased with 
what had been prepared. That solitary exception was our 
dear sister Susan Mark, beloved of the whole brotherhood. 
Susan had always been the chief caterer and principal 
ministering spirit on these festive occasions, and gave time 
and labour ungrudgingly to contribute to the comfort and 
gratification of our esteemed guests. Eor some time 
previously she had been in a very poor state of health, and 
her mortal career was now nearing its close, she being at 
this time in a state of great physical weakness and debility. 
It was the last time she was able to be present at such a 
gathering ; and by one who used to enjoy it so much, 
there was something quite pathetic in her piteous com-
plaint, that she 'never liked the tea now ! ' 
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BUSINESS MEETING. 

The meeting was resumed at four o'clock in the Phre-
nological Hall, James Cameron in the chair. 

Reports Respecting the Churches. 
Verbal reports were given from Berwick, Crossgates, 

Cupar, Dundee, Glasgow, Lanark, and Paisley by tho 
brethren belonging to these places respectively. The only 
matters particularly requiring notice were these : 

J $ K R\V i o K -ON -T WK KI>.—The brethren here were much 
distressed at the anticipated removal of Brother Thomas 
.Jackson from their midst , to the United States. They 
had been so much beholden to hitn for much of their 
instruction, and for the very spirited example he had set 
them, 'that they feared evil consequences from the depri-
vation of his company. 

GLASGOW.—There were present five brethren and a sister 
from this place. A twelvemonth ago, or more, there had 
been some disagreeable differences, which had ultimated 
in the separation of. a few from the original congregation, 
who, before they could come together again, had been 
joined by more, and thus formed a small society with the 
.same radical faith, but' with a {slight difference in the 
administration of affairs relating thereto. 

PAISLEY.—During the past year, there had been some 
unpleasant matters which had caused estrangement with a 
few, but things were all to rights again, and the church 
was going on harmoniously. 

The Birmingham Meeting. 

George Dowie and John Duncan, of Dundee, both of 
whom had recently visited Birmingham, gave statements 
of the result of their visits. It appealed that there were 
four persons then ready to be immersed, and steps were 
being taken to get a church organised there. It was 
recommended that a regular correspondence should be 
ki:pt up between the brethren in Scotland and those of 
lil«; .precious faith in Birmingham. In addition to the 
Ivlinburgh correspondent, David Lawson was named, and 
he agreed to write to them occasionally. 
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ia./ 

The London Meeting. 

John Duncan stated tliet he had met with a number of 
brethren in London when there a fortnight previously. 
There were eight altogether who held by the faith. But j 
London he considered a most uncongenial soil for the / 
growth of faith, hope, or charity, and thought the people J 
of God should as speedily as possible ' come out of her.' 

Statistics of the Churches. 

The letters showed that the membership of the various 
churches was as follows :—Aberdeen, 26 ; Berwick, 9 ; % 
Cumnock, 5; Cupar, 6; Devonport, 7 ; Dundee, 22; Dun- f 
keld, 12; Edinburgh, 65; Glasgow (first meeting), 33; 
(second meeting), 5 ; Halifax, 24 ; Leeds, 8 ; London, 8 ; 
and Newark, 16. 

The Glasgow Differences. ^ g 
(f 

A. FORDYCE, on behalf of the church meeting in Allan's 
Hall, 64 Howard Street, Glasgow, occupied a considerable 
time in stating various reasons why several had left the 
church, and were now meeting separately. 

W. NAISMITH, as one of those who had left, said that the 
other meeting was simply a matter of expediency : they 
did not differ on matters of faith, but on private grounds. 

There appeared great reluctance on the part of the 
assembly to hear or entertain the questions of dispute, and 
all were pleased to learn that these were simply matters 
of expediency in the meantime. The prevailing feeling 
seemed to be that the brethren did wrong in forming 
themselves into a separate meeting when they were agreed 
upon the foundation of the faith. The hope was expressed 
that those brethren—(three of each company being pre-
sent)—would at home do what they could to bring about 
a good understanding and perfect unity among themselves ; 
and that if they could not expediently meet in one place, 
they would still cultivate a good understanding and ready, 
sympathy with one another. 
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The Unity of the Body of Christ. 

J. D U N C A N then gave an appropriate address on ' The 
Unity of the Body of Christ,' suggested by various 
remarks which had fallen from the previous speakers. He 
inculcated the duty of being subject to the Lord, since we 
have become united to him by immersion into his name. 
When united to the Christ, we cannot be dissevered from 
him at our own caprice, but are pledged to abide in the 
onerous relation of children of God and heirs with Christ 
Jesus. The importance of our personal conformity to the 
will of God remained, whether others did well or ill. Paul 
knew of brethren who defrauded oue another, and he 
commanded that- they should be borne with, and not that 
vengeance should be required. We lay our account with 
bearing much evil and injustice from those Avithout—why 
not from our own brethren ?—(1 Cor. vi. 7, 8). And as 
none of us are worth}*- of the company of the Lord Jesus 
—who calls us ' brethren ' and honours us with his society 
—how much more ought we to forbear with one another, 
and seek to esteem one another worthy of all respect, 
being ready to prefer one another in honour! 

The remarks of Brother Duncan led to a conversation 
on the subject, in which several of the brethren took part. 
The inculcation of brotherly and mutual forbearance was 
strong and pointed ; and after some talk, it was unani-
mously agreed that each brother individually should act 
upon a suggestion of Brother Laing's, to the effect that 
nothing short of a denial of the truth was a sufficient 
reason for withdrawing from the fellowship of the church. 

The Church Roll. 

It was intimated that, at a fraternal gathering of the 
English brethren, held at Nottingham two months pre-
viously, it had been agreed that a printed list of the 
names, addresses, and occupations of all the brethren and 
.sisters in the United Kingdom,' so far as known, should be 
printed, and that the Edinburgh Church had been asked 
to do this, and print 500 copies. This was agreed to. 
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The Case of Thomas Jackson. 

J. NESBIT asked the assistance of the brethren in the 
case of Thomas Jackson, who, being unable to earn a 
livelihood in this country, had determined to emigrate—a 
proceeding which, Brother Nesbit felt assured, would be 
the death of the infant church at Berwick. 

J. DUNCAN said he did not approve of our interfering 
with Brother Jackson, who, he thought, should be left to 
his own decision in the matter. 

A brief conversation ensued, after which the subject 
was allowed to drop.* 

More Fraternal Gatherings Recommended. , 

Some consideration was given to the propriety of having 
occasional meetings such as the present, for the comparison 
of congregational experiences and gathering of information 
regarding: the brethren. As the church in Edinburgh had O O - C? 

hitherto found a benefit from such meetings (which had 
hitherto been held there), it was presumed that the distri-
bution of that benefit would be attended with the like 
advantages in other plaees. Dundee, Glasgow, and Paisley 
were spoken of. 

A. FORDYCE announced that the church in Glasgow had 
a quarterly reunion of the brethren in the West of Scot-
land, and that at the next one (first Sunday in October) 
this feature was proposed to be introduced. Hitherto they 
had been in the habit of devoting the time to the dis-
cussion of set subjects of doctrine. The brethren at large 
received a hearty invitation to be present oil that occasion. 

Tracts. 

Some conversation took place respecting the question of 
the writing and issue of tracts. The impression of the 
English brethren bad been that, were there means at 
command to print them, the matter was ready for many 

* Brother Jackson died shortly after this meeting, and before he could carry out 
his intention to emigrate. 
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means would easily be found were there good and pointed 
tracts ready to be printed. The difficulties in the produc-
tion of a good tract had been tested, and it was found that 
it was no easy matter to write what would say the right 
thing well and no more. The suggestions given by James 
Cameron, in his paper in the manuscript Messenger of the 
Churches, No. 11, regarding 'Gospel Preaching,'* were 
considered particularly applicable to the case in hand. 
There did not appear to have been any violent unprovoked 
denunciations against the defaulters in Israel, even by the 
Lord Jesus ; and the apostles were in the habit of reason-
ing out of the Scriptures. The same calm style was 
recommended for tracts. The danger of producing a faulty 
thing led to the idea that the best tracts were the lives 
of the brethren and their pure speech ; but it was shown 
that tracts had a service in addition to the living voice, 
speaking to a stranger in the absence of the disciple in 
whose conversation he had been interested. Many of the 
brethren were in the habit of using them in this way, and 
were sensible of the importance of their matter being pure 
and select. Reference was made to a series of two-page 
tracts which the friends and brethren in Birmingham had 
reprinted, the matter and style of one or two of which, 
even although true, were reckoned too offensive to the 
prejudices of the people to be of any good. It was also 
suggested that too much should not be attempted at one 
time ; one topic, and that not too extensive, being suffi-
cient for/one tract. The writing of the required tracts— 
(for it was generally admitted there were very few of the 
right sort available)—was reckoned a good and beneficial 
exercise for the brethren, as the concentration of thought 
and review of faith requisite would prove good discipline 
to any one who would thus engage himself. It was agreed 
that the tracts so written should be sent round in the 
Me ttsenger, and, if approved of, printed, the expense being 
paid out of a fund for that purpose. 

* Seo vol. i., pp. 277-87. 
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Drawing Out Latent Talent. 

J." D U N C A N made a few remarks on the importance of 
arranging means and appliances in all the churches for 
drawing out latent talent. He had found in his own expe-
rience of Edinburgh, that when necessity impelled, there 
were quite a number of the brethren who could and would 
take part in the service of the church, who, through 
modest deference to others better qualified, were in the 
habit of keeping their abilities in abeyance. The import-

t ance of this matter was admitted by all, and recommended 
to the attention of the church in general. 

; , Summing up by the Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN, in summing up the proceedings of the 
day, referred to the favourable appearance presented by the 
churches in general, and the increased interest exhibited in 
the present meeting, there being a larger number from a 
distance than on any former occasion (19). Four nevt 
congregations had been reported—namely, Cumnock, 
Dunkeld, Leeds, and Newark; while three were in embryo 
in Birmingham, London, and Lincoln. 

The Service of Song. 

The discussion of the foregoing topics was relieved and 
diversified by songs of strength and words of praise occa-
sionally introduced, and the meeting was brought to a 
close about eight o'clock. After prayer, the last songs 
sung were the themes of the Nottingham brethren, 
embodying the faith and hope of all present: 

The Lord shall Inherit Judah, His portion in the Holy Land j 
And Bhall choose Jerusalem again. 
Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion j 

For lo! I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith tho Lord. 

Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham ; 
Which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from tho days of old. 

\ Happy ia he that hath the God of Jacob for his refuge ; 
Whose hope is in the Lord his God. 
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186 0. 

The gathering this year again took place at Edinburgh 
on Sunday, July 15th, in the Phrenological Hall, Surgeon 
Square. 

The Programme. 

In the preliminary announcement made respecting it in 
the Messenger, all the churches in Britain were-requested 
to forward to the Secretary information on the following 
points :— 

1. The numbers of brethren and sisters respectively meet-
ing with them, the number of their meetings, their internal 
healthy condition, and the extra efforts 'which have been 
made during the past year for the publication of the truth. 

2. Any questions on which they are not at one amongst 
themselves, or think others differ from them ; or which 
they -would like to be brought before the brethren when 
assembled, or upon which they would wish to learn the 
opinion of. the brethren generally. 

3. Any readily practicable suggestions that can be 
made for a wider dissemination, of the knowledge and 
obedience of the truth in Christ. 

In response to this invitation for questions suitable for 
consideration, the following had been received :— 

At the quarter!}*- meeting of the- West of Scotland 
churches, held in Allan's Hall, 64 Howard Street, Glas-
gow, on Sunday, 1st April, i860, the following resolution 
was adopted :—' This meeting recommends to the annual 
meeting, to be held nt Edinburgh in July next, to con-
sider, above all other subjects, the necessity of a full 
declaration of our principles, in order to a thorough 
co-operation of the various churches in the United 
Kingdom.' 

The Nottingham meeting, in view of the fai that, at 
the approaching census, 'religious professionr would have 
lo be stated, suggested ' Our Religious Designat;^!' for 
consideration. 

The Necessity and Method of Organising our Literary 
Resources. 
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A Disquieting Prospect. 

An unusual and perplexing interest attached prospect-
ively to the July Meeting this year, in consequence of a 
combination of events having a disturbing tendency, and 
which threatened mischief. In the first place, the Glasgow 
brethren had determined to press 'The Creed Question,' as 
it was termed, upon the consideration of the conference, 
and insist upon something like a formal confession of faith 
being adopted as the basis upon which there should be a 
union among the various churches. On this question very 
strong and very conflicting ideas were held, and how these 
were to be reconciled without a disruption, no one could 
foresee. There was also a good deal of apprehension as 
to what might transpire at the meeting-; as the differences 
between the Glasgow brethren—instead of having been o o 
smoothed over, as had been hoped at the previous July 
Meeting—had become accentuated, the two parties being 
now more hostile than ever ; and it was understood that 
representatives from both meetings were to be present at 
the aggregate meeting, and it was feared that there might 
be trouble with them. There was also the division which 
had just taken place in the Nottingham meeting to bo 
considered ; so that, altogether, the aggregate annual 
meoting of 1800 had been, looked forward to with a good 
deal of anxious foreboding. 

The Visitors. 

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting, 
the following were present from other places :— 
AUEKDEEN—William Gill. 
BERWICK—Phillis Nesbit. 
CASSTAIXS—William Scott. 
CBOSSGATES—John Muir. 
CUPAK—Archibald Dowie, Elizabeth 

Mill, and James White, sen. 
DUHUKE—John Duncan. 
DUXKELD—James Milne and Duncan 

Stewart. 

GLASGOW (first congregation)—Allan 
Fordyce, and William Pearson. 

(Second congregation)—John Camp-
bell, Eliza. A. Hare, and Mrs Xaismith. 

HAHELAW—Mrs Shiels. 
KIBKCALDT—John Forbes. 
LANABK—James Murray. 
NEWJIUBOH—David Lawson. 
PAISLET—Adam Conncll, Mr* Comric, 

Mrs Maitland, and Win. Wilson. 

The total number of brethren and sisters who gathered 
together was about 80. 
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SAT CJBD AY. 
EVENING. 

The Edinburgh Church had, only a week or two pre-
viously left their original meeting-place in the Tailors' 
Hall, Potter. Row, and removed to a more convenient 
room, the Phrenological Hall, 1 Surgeon Square, at the 
foot of Infirmary Street. For the convenience of the 
visitors, this hall was open from six o'clock on the Saturday 
evening. 

Preliminary Arrangements. : 

A. preliminary meeting was held at eight o'clock, to 
make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings ori 
the following day. These arrangements provided that the 
ordinary forenoon meeting, for worship and edification, 
should be little altered, and that the remainder of the day 
.should be devoted to the discussion of the topics suggested. 
At the same time, it was determined that the authority of 
such assemblies was bounded very much by the disposition 
of the parties thus assembled, or there represented; and 
as most brethren appeared on their , own Individual respon-
sibilities, no more could be insisted upon for their decisions 
than that they were the judgments and recommendations 
of wise and God-fearing men—qualified and intensified by 
the aggregation of multiplied experience. It was agreed 
that John Duncan should preside at. the meeting in the 
afternoon. 

The Glasgow Differences. 

The mention of the Glasgow differences led to a pro-
tracted conversation. Allan Fordyce and Wm. Pearson 
(of the first congregation) said they had not come to Edin-
burgh to break bread, as they expected that several from 
the second congregation would be present; and this know-
ledge had kept eight or nine from coming. Ultimately, 
however, on the understanding that arbiters would be 
appointed to judge between the two churches, in order to 
re-unite them, all parties agreed to break bread on the 
following] day. This meeting lasted till eleven o'clock. 

. 18 
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SUNDAY. 
The weather on Sunday was very close and sultry— 

oppressively so, in fact;-but a very heavy shower of rain 
shortly after noon agreeably cooled and cleared the air. 

FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, in the hall of the Phrenological Museum, the 
proceedings being opened with praise, prayer, and the 
reading of the Scriptures, several brethren taking part in 
these exercises. 

The Breaking of Bread. 

The Lord's Supper was then observed, after which 
words of exhortation and encouragement were spoken by 
James Cameron, Andrew Tait, and David Lawson. 

Letters from the Churches. 

The letters which had been received from the various 
churches were then read. The following is a summary of 
the contents of these letters :— 

ABEKPEEN.-^-The number of the church was 35. In 
reference to the Glasgow question, they had sent a declar-
ation of principles to the annual meeting two years ago, 
to which they still adhered, although no use had been 
made of that declaration as a test. 

BERWICK-ON-TWEED.—One brother had died during the 
year, and another had joined their meeting from Cupar. 
The meetings Were now held in the house of Brother 
Nesbit. A few thoughtful inquirers after the ancient 
faith were reported in some places near the Border. 

CROSSGATES.—On the previous Sunday, one brother and 
two sisters had been immersed. By this accession, and 
that of another brother from Edinburgh, now resident in 
Dunfermline, they would be able to hold meetings every 
First Day of the week at Crossgates—which they had not 
been able to do for a long time. 

H A L I F A X . — T h e brethren here had been distressed with 
a prevalence of ill health and the death of four of their 
number ; yet, as far as they had been able, the}' had occu-
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pied themselves, as was their wont, in setting forth the 
truth—Heckmondwike, Holmfirth, Huddersfield, and 
Dewsbury having be&n centres of action. They expressed 
repugnance to the 'full declaration of our principles' pro-
posed, if that meant the making of a creed or test of 
union ; recommending rather an "abstract of the things 
confessed by each church (without individual crotchets or 
idiosyncracies) as a ready basis of friendly correspondence 
one with another. 

LANARK.—During the past }rear, there had been two 
additions, but two had. left for other parts." 

LONDON.—The meeting of brethren here was of very 
short continuance, and now was rendered impracticable 
through the removal of one to Edinburgh and one to 
Glasgow, and the falling awa}' of other two from the faith. 

PAISLEY:—During the past year, there had been 10 
additions to the Church Roll, with two removals and one 
death to subtract. The brethren were now going on 
peacefully and hariijoniously, after, times of various and 
often unpleasant experience. 

PLYMOUTH.—The brethren here met together as usual, 
and-endeavoured to help each other on in the way which' 
Jeadeth to life eternal. One sister had died during the 
year. 

Beports Respecting the Churches. 

In addition to the foregoing, notice was taken of the 
progress, of the truth in outlying fields, including Belfast, 
Douglas (Lanarkshire), Kelso, and Motherwell. 

Statistics of the Churohcs. 

The appearance of the foregoing reports, it was stated, 
was more meagre than ustial, in consequence of so many 
of the doings of the several churches having been already 
reported in the intelligence department of the Messenger, 
The review was, on the whole, satisfactory ; but, from the 
imperfectness of the returns, no estimate of increase could 
be formed. 

The forenoon meeting was closed at 1.45 P.M., when 
there was an interval of three quarters of an hour. 

CO 
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APTERNOON. 

The meeting was resumed at 2.30 o'clock, John Duncan 
presiding. The brethren first partook of a repast, after 
which there was an interval of about twenty minutes for 
fraternal intercourse. 

BUSINESS MEETING. 

In drawing up the programme for thfi business part of 
the day's proceedings, it had been arranged that matters 
having reference to 'the state of the churches' should 
have priority of consideration. The first matter taken up, 
therefore, was 

The Glasgow Differences. 

These, unfortunately, were of long standing, and conse' 
quently, extremely difficult to deal with. Repeated efforts 
had already been made by the Glasgow brethren them-
selves to restore a proper understanding, but all these 
attempts had failed. It therefore appeared necessary that 
the aid of other brethren should be called in to the settling 
of these differences. Without at all entering upon the 
merits of the questions at issue between them, the con-
ference strongly deprecated the existence of a division in 
the church in Glasgow, and were unanimous in re.com-
inending to both parties to refer their disputes to the 
arbitration of men of wisdom selected from other churches. 

A. FORDYCE, on behalf of the church meeting in Howard 
Street, took it upon himself to say that they would be 
willing to settle their differences by umpires, and abide by 
their decision. 

J. CAMPBELL said he had no doubt that the Stockwell 
Street meeting would be equally disposed to such a 
measure, though he was not authorised to say so. 

Several other brethren spoke in favour of this plan, and 
the following resolution was unanimously agreed.to:— 
'That this meeting recommend the brethren of both 
churches in Glasgow to appoint umpires to arbitrate 
between them.' In order to assist their choice, thirteen 
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brethren from various churches were named from among 
whom the selection could be made. The Secretary was 
instructed to communicate the resolution of the meeting O 
to the churches in Glasgow. 

EVENING. 

The Division In Nottingham. 

The next matter taken up was the state of the church 
at Nottingham. - The meeting there had originated with 
the Second Advent movement, and had a Second Advent 
basis; and it was stated that all the members held it : 

necessary to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, tho;King 
of the Jews, though a number of them didvnot believe this 
at the time_or their immersion. A division had lately 
taken place on this and other points, and there were'now 
two separate meetings in Nottingham, and a few^who did 
not take part with either. George Dowie mentioned'that 
he had received letters from each of the three parties ;' and 
as time could not be spared to read them all, only an 
extract was read from the one by William Norrie, setting 
forth the grounds of difference. Several proposals were 
made as to what should be done in the circumstances. ; 

D . LAWSON recommended that they should write and 
congratulate those brethren who had come out and made 
a stand for the truth. 

A. TAIT, in opposing this, said they ought rather to 
rebuke them for not leaving before they were forced to it. 

A few others spoke, and among other suggestions, it was 
proposed that George Dowie should send some brotherly 
counsel to the 'unbaptised' party. 

G . DOWIE said that was the work of an apostle, and he 
must decline to undertake it. 

It was ultimately agreed that John Duncan should write 
a letter to each of tho parties, as far as possible suited to 
each particular case. 

G2 
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The Creed Question. 

The next matter for consideration was that suggested 
by the Howard Street meeting in Glasgow, and for which 
urgency was claimed—namely, ' the necessity of a declara-
tion of our principles, in order to a thorough co-operation 
of the churches.' On the suggestion of Allan Fordyce, 
the proposition was amended, so as to read, ' pur first 
principles.' 

A . FOKDYCE, in introducing the matter, pleaded for the 
adoption of a declaration of first principles to prevent all 
misunderstandings that otherwise might arise. He cited 
the fact that it had benefitted the church in Glasgow, and 
contended that advantage would be derived by all from its 
more general adoption. It was urged further that, although 
not used and not needed in apostolic times, it was needful 
now, when so diverse ideas on the same subject were 
entertained by different persons. The evils which had 
resulted from the adoption of creeds by the sects were 
attributable, he contended, to their negative character, and 
from being too expository on other than first principles. 
A quiet understanding and oral expression might often be 
sufficient; but in all cases of foreign fellowship the first 
principles must be written. 

W. ELLIS, speaking in support of the proposal, referred 
to the re-immersion of William and Jane Norrie (Mrs 
Robert Roberts), and contended that if such a declaration 
had been in existence at the time of their first immersion, 
a second would not have been necessary. 

Others who spoke in support of the proposal argued 
that it was better to have one authoritative utterance than 
many different opinions; and that its existence might 
sometimes have saved the unpleasant presence and neces-
sary withdrawal of some parties. 

On the other hand, it was urged that there had not 
been sufficient proof of the failure of the former method ; 
that is, having a clear understanding of first principles, 
without any authoritative document of human compilation ; 

.that the apostles never sanctioned any such thing by 
practice or by anticipation; that the adoption of it, in one 
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case at least in Scotland, had already done mischief, and 
that this church in question was glad to get rid of i t ; and 
that our position, although satisfactory, might not be 
ultimate, and that the embodiment of our principles in 
a written form might put a stop to further development 
of truth—as it had done in other cases. 

The discussion, which occupied nearly two hours and a 
half, was very keen and interesting, and the good feeling 
and forbearance of the brethren on such a knotty and con-
tested point were very gratifying. Nearly every brother 
present spoke, and the reasons given both for and against 
were many arid weighty, though those for the negative 
side appeared to be most numerous and powerful. Among 
those who spoke in favour of the proposal were—Allan 
Fordyce, John -Campbell, WiliaEm Ellis, Robert Norrie, 
Andrew Tait, and James Lawrie; against—George Dowie, 
James Cameron, Archibald Dowie, David Lawson, Duncan 
Stewart, William Wilson, William Gill, and William Laing. 

The CHAIRMAN said he could go either way. If they 
got a right creed—almost an impossibility—he would 
subscribe i t ; but he did not believe they could get one. 

W. L A I N G suggested that, while there might not be a 
necessity for a written 'declaration' of first principles, it 
was very desirable that there should be a proper ' under-
standing ' as to the faith held by the various churches. 

This suggestion was generally approved of by all the 
brethren. 

The CHAIRMAN, in summing up the whole discussion, 
gave it as the mind of the majority of the meeting, that 
in the meantime it was not needful to the co-operation 
of the various churches in the United Kingdom that a 
written declaration of first principles should be adopted, 
but that it was necessary to have a clear and complete 
understanding between all the churches ; and that this 
should be at once established. 

A. FORDYCE said he did not object to the change of the 
word ' declaration' into ' understanding.' That was all 
that was wanted or meant in the overture. 
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Our Religious Designation. 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to the suggestion made by the 
Nottingham brethren, said that, as the Government had 
withdrawn the 'religious profession' clause from the 
Census Bill, there seemed no necessity now to entertain 
the question of ' Our Religious Designation.' He found, 
however, that the brethren seemed already to have, almost 
.simultaneously, and without consultation with each other 
—(us in the Church Roll, the Messenger, &c.)—adopted 
a designation Avhich was perhaps the most expressive the)' 
could have in the meantime, and which might serve their 
ordinary purposes till necessity demanded a change— 
namely, ' Baptised Believers of the Gospe]__ofthe King-
dom of God.' 

This was unanimously assented to, and no more was said 
upon the subject. 

Literature of the One Paith. 

The last subject considered was the necessity and method 
of organising our literary resources ; but as there was now 
no time for the review and consideration of so important 
a matter, nothing was done except the hearing of George 
Dowie's suggestion for the selection of a literary council, 
who might work together, not only in the production of 
tracts or ephemeral writings, but for the compilation and 
composition of books : one such was proposed on ' The 
Messiahship;' and when the combination of the powers 
of the brethren had produced this, other subjects might 
be found awaiting them. 

At the conclusion, thanks were offered to God for the 
very agreeable and harmonious meetings of the day, after 
something different had been feared. The high praises 
of God were sung then, and at intervals throughout, in 
anthems and sacred song, 
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1 8 6 1. 

For the first time, the annual aggregate meeting of the 
Baptised Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God 
was held at Glasgow on Sunday, July 7th, in Allan's Hall, 
64 Howard Street. 

The Visitors. 

The change of the place of meeting, from the East to 
the West, hnd a considerable effect upon the number of 
visitors, there being no fewer than 46, in addition to the 
members of the Glasgow meeting. I can only give the 
names of the following, however, being those who had 
come the longest distances:— ft;? ^ 
AUERDEEN—James Mowat. LINCOLN—Edward Tumey. 
CUFAK—Archibald Dowie. MAKCHESTKB—Jonn Paterson. 
DDNDEE—John Duncan. NOTTINGHAM—John Turncy; • > 
LEWES—William Norrie. r ' - . .5 .. 

Besides these, there were 4 froni Airdrie and ; its'neigh-
bourhood, 1 from Beith, 10 from Edinburgh and its neigh-
bourhood, 12 from Lanark and the adjoining district, 10 
from Paisley, and 2,from Wishaw. • : v ; v 

The total number of brethren and sisters who gathered 
together was 110, which was so much in excess of anything 
previously experienced, as to cause Allan Fordyce to 
remark that it was the largest assembly of Baptised 
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God since the 
Day of Pentecost! 

Literature of the One Faith. 

A new and interesting feature was introduced into this 
year's gathering—namely, by exhibiting a number of 
maps, diagrams, charts, and chronological tables, &c., illus-
trative of Scripture subjects ; as well as various descrip-
tions of placards which had been issued by churches in 
different places in making known the gospel—which were 
displayed around the walls of .the meeting-place. There 
were also arranged on a series of tables, for convenient 
refcrcuce, and for the inspection of the brethren, a large 
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collection of books in various departments of Biblical 
literature, pamphlets, tracts, &c. ; besides a number of 
portraits of deceased brethren and sisters, together with 
a series of stereoscopic views of Scripture scenes— 
which were contributed by different brethren, and formed 
suggestive and profitable subjects of examination, and 
comment at intervals during the day. 

SATURDAY. 
EVENING. 

A preliminary meeting was held at eight o'clock, to 
make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings on 
the following day. These jirrangements provided that the 
proceedings should commence at ten o'clock—an hour 
earlier than usual—aud that John"Duncan should preside 
at the business part of the conference. 

SUNDAY. 
FORENOON. 

Devotional Exercises. 

The first part ofthe proceedings of the day consisted in 
worship, reading of the Scriptures, exhortation, and the 
observance of the Lord's Supper, which having been duly 
attended to, Brother Duncan took the chair. 

BUSINESS MEETING. 

Statistics of the Churches. 

The Secretary (George Dowie) read the following 
numerical statement of the condition of the churches, from 
the statements which had been forwarded to him :—The 
church at Aberdeen numbered 35, 3 having been added by 
immersion during the year;. this was exclusive of the 
meeting at Insch, about 30 miles distant, which had sprung 
out of the Aberdeen brotherhood. Airdrie, 9. Belfast, 7. 
Berwick, 5. Birmingham^^J^; 3 having been immersed 
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during the year, and 1 separated because of non-attend-
ance. Crossgates, along with the 2 brethren at Kirkcaldy, 
8 ; 1 addition during the year. Cumnock, 7, being an 
increase of 2. Cupar, 7. Douglas, 4. Dundee, 30; 5 
had been received during the year, and 3 had left. Edin-
burgh, 76; 19 had been received during the year, 2 
removed, 1 died, 'and 1 fallen away from the faith; in 
addition to these 76, there were two congregations in con-
nection with the Edinburgh Church—namely, at Hadding-
ton, numbering 3, and at Tranent, numbering 6. Glasgow, 
68, being an increase of 16 from different sources. Halifax, 
12 ; a late arrangement had been made, by which a church 
had been formed at Huddersfield, consisting of 6 members, M 
Hamilton, 8 ; arrangements had been made for the meet-
ings taking place, during the summer, chiefly at Mother-
well. Insch, 5. Lanark, 14, 3 of whom were immersed 
the night previous at Glasgow. Nott i n gham, 25. -. Paisley 
—in George Street, 26 ; in Oak. Shaw Street, 11. Wishaw, 
7. From the other churches not mentioned, no returns 
had been received. re.' 

Letters from the Churches. 

The letters which had been received'from the various 
churches contained other pieces of information relating to 
them ; 'but as the substance of it had been given in the 
Messenger, it was not repeated: in the conference report. 

Letters of Recommendation. 

It had been suggested by the church at Halifax, and 
concurred in by the brethren at Birmingham, that, in the 
event of a brother going to a distant place, and there 
being no other means of identification, he should be pro-
vided with a letter of introduction from the brethren 
whom he had left to those to whom he was going. It was 
•stated that, in consequence of the absence of such a means 
of identification, the brethren in America had been imposed 
upon. The proposal was agreed to without any conversa-
tion taking place upon it. 
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ATTEENOON. 

There was here an interval for refreshment, during 
which the brethren had an opportunity of examining the 
books, maps, &c.. already referred to. 

The British Brotherhood. 

Amongst the charts suspended upon the wall was a 
' Map of the British Brotherhood,' on which was indicated 
the location of the various churches and isolated brethren 
throughout Great Britain—a red cross indicating where a 
church existed, and a red dot where an isolated brother 
resided. George Dowie explained the object of the map, 
which was to show at a glance the geographical relations 
of the various churches, and furnish hints as to how the 
several districts described on the map might be efficiently 
worked for the dissemination of the truth. Various sug-
gestions to this effect were thrown out by the brethren. 
Brother Dowie then gave a detailed and lucid explanation 
of the other diagrams and charts that hung around the 
walls, which was listened to with great attention by the 
assembled brethren and sisters. 

The Evangelist Qnestion. 

This subject had been recommended for consideration 
by the churches in Aberdeen and Nottingham, and the 
proposal was supported by speeches from the brethren who 
represented these two churches. The arguments used 
were much the same as had been adduced on former 
occasions when the subject had been under consideration ; 
and they simply resolved themselves into this, that, even 
supposing it were desirable that an evangelist should be 
appointed, no brother was known to be available for the 
office. 

Proposed Revisit of Dr Thomas. 

After several brethren had spoken both for and against 
the expediency of having an evangelist, and to meet the 
objection that no brother in this country was available for 
the purpose, 
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W . PEARSON, Glasgow, formally moved, ' That this con-
ference earnestly requests all the meetings of the brother-
hood to unite in inviting Dr John Thomas, of New York, 
to come over and take a lecturing tour through Great 
Britain.' 

J. Mow AT, Aberdeen, seconded. 
J. CAMERON moved an amendment to the effect that ' the 

subject of the appointment of an evangelist be referred 
to the various churches for consideration, and that they 
should report to the Secretary upon it at a future time.' 

This amendment having been seconded, a good deal of 
discussion followed. As there seemed great difference of 
opinion as to which recommendation should be adopted 
by the conference, the Chairman put the matter to vote, 
when the amendment was carried. There was a laudable 
hesitation on the part of the brethren to. voting; but., as 
there seemed no other way of settling the matter, without 
a very protracted discussion upon it, this was resorted to 
as inevitable. . 

General Education. 

It was stated that there was a strong desire on the part 
of many members of the various churches, that they 
should become better acquainted with the Scriptures and 
their true meaning ; and in order to do this, and that they 
might be able to correct a bad rendering of the Scriptures 
when it was presented, and be the better satisfied with the 
pure Word, it was recommended that the. brethren gene-
rally, and particularly the younger ones, should give their 
attention to the study of the languages in which the 
Scriptures were originally written. Various suggestions 
for carrying out this recommendation were offered by the 
brethren. 

Literature of the One Faith. 

This subject was confined chiefly to a view of the tracts 
and books which lay upon the tables ; and it was recom-
mended that the tracts already in existence—not only tho 
brethren's, but the issues of other parties—should bo put 
into circulation among tho brethren in a systematic inan-
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ner ; and it Avas further suggested that they should be 
stitched together, and interleaved with blank pages, in 
order to permit of remarks being made as to their merits 
or demerits. 

Preaching on Glasgow Green. 

There was here another interval for refreshments ; and 
a number of the brethren accompanied Allan Fordyce to 
Glasgow Green, where, according to previous announce-
ment, he made a proclamation of the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God. 

EVENING. 

In the meantime, the brethren and sisters had again 
assembled in Allan's Hall, and the business of the confer-
ence was resumed. 

Proposed New Church Roll. 

It had been proposed by several churches that there 
should be a re-issue of the Church Roll, to indicate the 
additions, changes of residence, and other alterations that 
had taken place since the publication of the former one. 
It was found, however, that there were difficulties in the 
way of accomplishing this. There was a division in the 
church at Paisley, and some misunderstanding as to the 
position of the meeting at Newark in relation to that at 
Nottingham ; so that it was agreed this matter should 
stand over for the present. 

Divisions in Churches. 

This was a matter of lengthened and attentive consider-
ation by the brethren. It was proposed that it should be 
remitted to a number of brethren in different towns to 
consider what causes are sufficient to warrant a withdrawal 
from fellowship, and how matters of discipline should be 
conducted ; also how, when differences arise in churches, 
they should be removed. This proposal, after a protracted 
discussion, was adopted. 
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Cht(J 
The Messenger of the Churches.' •.') - , 

11 * 
J . CAMERON stated that, when j^Q__Messenger of the 7V ty 

Churches was first commenced to be printed,, eighteen v' 
months previously, it had a circulation which enabled it 
to clear its own expenses ; but at the commencement of 
the present ygar there was a falling off in the circulation 
which caused a deficiency of from 7s. to 10s. per month 
in the income. 

It was mentioned that the church in Dundee had agreed 
to make a collection in aid of the funds required to carry 
it on, and a similar course was recommended to the other 
churches. Various alterations in its character, size, price, 
and mode of publication were suggested ; but it was agreed 
to continue the present arrangements until the end of the 
year, after which several changes of the kind mentioned 
would probably take place. . , 

The Church at Piltdown. 

W. NORRIE, who had for the last ten months been 
residing at Lewes, about nine miles from Piltdown, in 
Sussex, gave some, interesting information respecting the 
church at that place, which he had been enabled to obtain 
from repeated visits to them. The circumstances under 
which this congregation were brought under the notice of 
tho brethren were detailed in. the number of the Messeiiger 
for March 18GO—the onejhing lacking in their faith being 
a belief in the future restoration and exaltation of Israel 
according to the promises of God. Brother Norrie stated 
that, in the course of the visits which he paid to their 
meeting, he had entered very fully into this matter, in 
private conversation with some of them, atid he was pleased 
to find that there was, on the part of a few, an inclination 
to inquire into the subject. He spoke in high terms of 
the kindness and hospitality which had invariably been 
shown to him on the occasion of,his visits, and commended 
them for the brotherly feeling by which they seemed to be 
actuated, and for the zeal and earnestness with which they 
endeavoured to propagate the truth so far as they therii-
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selves knew it. Brother Norrie also mentioned that, 
having informed their pastor, Henry Farley, of his inten-
tion to be present at the annual gathering that day, he had 
been requested by him to offer his congratulations to the 
brethren, and to express to them his wishes for their peace 
and prosperity. 

In acknowledgment of this kind message, Brother 
Norrie was instructed to convey to the church at Piltdown 
an assurance that the Baptised Believers of the Gospel 
of the Kingdom of God, in conference assembled, regarded O ' ' o 
the church at Piltdown with feelings of the deepest solici-
tude and the greatest affection, and that they earnestly 
desired that they might come to know the way of the 
Lord more perfectly. 

This terminated the business of the conference, which 
was not concluded until ten o'clock—having thus lasted 
twelve hours altogether, 

MONDAY. 
A number of the visitors, including those from England, 

remained over the greater part of Monday in Glasgow. 
In the forenoon, John and Edward Turney and Andrew 
and Mrs Tait, waited upon Mr J. W. Jackson, the phreno-
logist, who gave phrenological delineations of John Turney 
and the two Taits, which were taken down by William 
Norrie. They afterwards had a walk in the West End 
Park ; and at the quay on the south side of the Broomie-
law, went on board the Scotia, then the largest vessel 
afloat except the Great Eastern; and afterwards witnessed 
a launch on the Clyde and a fire in Jamaica Street. They 
were also shown over the confectionery manufactory of 
Messrs Wotherspoon, through the interest of Brother 
Douglas ; and returned to Edinburgh in the evening. At 
Portobello there was a fraternal gathering in the house of 
Andrew Tait, to whom Edward Turney explained the 
disrupted state of the meeting in" Nottingham. 
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Divisions ia Churches. 

The brethren in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Lanark, 
and Newburgh who had been appointed ' to consider what 
causes are sufficient to warrant a withdrawal from fellow-
ship, and how matters of discipline should be conducted ; 
also how, when differences arise in churches, they should 
be removed,' submitted the following document, which was 
appended to the conference report, as given in the Mes-
senger for August 1861 

THE PREVENTION A N D CURE OF SCHISM. 

[In pursuance of a suggestion made at the' conference, the following 
paper has been prepared and submitted to some brethren in several 
churches. Their endorsement of the same is to be understood by the 
signatures hereto affixed. . • ' v f i r^-Si: : 

The brethren, at the meeting in question, were reminded that, a case of 
division was. referred to the annual meeting of 1860, and that that meeting 
unanimously recommended tlje selection of neutral brethren as arbitrators ; 
which suggestion, afterwards adopted, resulted in the establishment of" 
peace and unity. But as it is not desirable to have such a case and such 
n recommendation year by year, it. is contemplated rather to attempt, as 
far as the human instrument of divinely instructed men can work toward 
it, to put an end to such splitting and separation, by exposing and analys-
ing the sources of such evils and their divine remedy.:~-;Tbis is the meaning 
of the following document. There may be many things which it would 
li.-ive been well to embrace in such a document, which are; overlooked or 
omitted here; but this is submitted to the discernment of intelligent men, 
iu the hope that they will thereby Understand the sentiment which is 
entertained regarding all such evil doings.] 

The Body of Christ is one, yet hath many members. 
The whole of those members are subservient to the behests 
of the head, even Christ himself. But among them is that 
sympathy which is necessary to the perfect co-working of 
members of diverse capacity and varied purpose. The 
works of God display many instances in which unity of 
action is secured by the harmony of different yet con-
gruous parts. The solar system, the balance of the whole 
animal and vegetable world, the human body. This last is 
most appropriate to the nature of the union and sympathy 
of the Church; therefore the divine wisdom has selected 
it as its most expressive symbol. The apostolic teaching 
on this point is familiar to all. (See 1 Cor. xii; Eph. iv. 
11-15, &c.) 

The Family of God is one. The purpose of God is to 
gather in one not only those who are on earth, but thoso 
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who nre also in heaven with them—(Eph. i. 10). The 
head of this family is God Himself; while the eldest 
member of the great brotherhood—most honourable of all 
in earth or heaven—is Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord's 
Messiah, who, in order to the suffering of death, was once 
made low indeed ; but for his obedience unto death, is now 
set in the highest seat of honour at God's right hand, far 
above-all principalities and powers in heavenly places. 

Wej then, through the favour of God—frail and mortal 
though we be, are honoured with a place in this body of 
Christ—a seat in this family of God. Do we sufficiently 
realise this ? Such high calling demands a noble demean-
our ; a demeanour, however, which we are not left to guess 
at, for the whole of the way we have to walk. has been 
trodden by the great sons of the divine family, whose 
footsteps we can mark—especially and most .visibly the 
steps of the Son of God (1 Pet, ii. 21-25). And what is 
deficient in example is supplied in precept; for the teach-
ing of the Lord and his apostles is most explicit on tlie 
duties of this mutual life, its relations, and responsibilities. 
Pervading all is this consideration, that God himself has 
set us an example which affects all cases, and gives a direc-
tion to every purpose. And His favour is guaranteed on 
condition of obedience to His will. Thus: 'Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them, that trespass against 
us; ' 'Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God ; ' ' Be followers of God, as dear children ; and walk 
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given him-
self for us'—are samples of the Bible precepts. 

With such noble family connection, so elevated a virtue, 
and such inspiring hopes as we can command, what is 
before us but the perfection of God ? Are we not called 
by the grace of God to glory and virtue ? and shall we 
hold in little esteem those means with which divine wisdom 
has furnished us ? His divine power hath given us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness. And among 
these, the most noteworthy are those motives and prin-
ciples by which conformity to the will of God and the 
pattern of divine character is secured. There is the same 
most absolute necessity for maintaining the perfect sym-
metry and entireness of the body of Christ, as there is of 
the human body, which, if we dismember and subdivide, 
not only becomes incompetent for its ordinary functions, 
but must die. Alas! that we should do auything to 
endanger the vitality of the body of Christ I 
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It is hardly necessary to remind the brethren of the 
great and influential motives with which the oracles of 
God abound ; but it is perhaps proper to say, that even 
in those cases where there is offence and trespass, the 
whole provision for the treatment of such offence is 
eminently characterised by that large benevolence which 
God our Father has shown in the gift of His Son, and 
which that Son has exhibited in his willing submission, : . 
even unto death. We counsel all the brotherhood to . 
ponder well this trutuWthat in all cases where discipline 
(as it is conveniently termed) is to be exercised, there are 
always such arrangements as shall, as far as possible, 
secure the reformation of the offender; or where such 
clemency is unavailing, we can see the spirit of severe 
legislation tempered by sympathy and condolence for the 
unfortunate and mistaken person. Let these passages be 
read carefully in their .connection, that the theory and 
practice of treatment of offences may be familiar to all : 
Matt, xviii. 15-35; 1 Cor. v. 1 - 5 ; 2 Thes. ,iii. 6 -16 ; 
Titus iii. 10, 11. It will be seen in all^cases how merciful 
is the intention and how humane the treatment. Nay, 
those other severe sentences which are recorded in Heb. 
vi. 4-8 ; x. 26-31, are not devoid of the same spirit, as 
apparent in' the context, where the outer edges of that 
judgment are hung round with tender inducements and 
affectionate warnings. 

How is it, then, that we oft times are guilty not onty 
of indiscretion and folly—erring because) of the dominance 
of sin in our mortal flesh—but in our treatment of those 
who so offend being headstrong and unfeeling, instead of 
gentle and forbearing, as the Lord and his apostles have 
so well exemplified? Verily there is a great fault here; 
and who shall say he is not, nor ever has been to blame, 
for such a case ? 

What is to be done, then ? We seriously advise the 
brethren to lay it down as an inviolable maxim, that 
nothing shall warrant a separation from those who are in 
Christ. It is only when those who have once confessed 
the Christ, but now deny him, and belie the faith, that we 
arc at liberty to break off fellowship with them. Shall 
wo boast of our adherence to the Lord Jesus, and in the 
next instant in our hearts turn away from, and by our own 
lips speak against, those who are his—separating those 
holy bonds by which the whole body is attached limb to 
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limb, and all to the Head ? Shame on us to quarrel with 
one another ! Certainly, whatever reasons there may ever 
be for our separation from, there are many more for our 
adherence to those who call upon the name of the Lord, 
both theirs and ours. 

But, to our discredit, there have been divisions, and 
there are alienations. How can a divided Church be the 
one body of Christ ? Impossible. How shall wre restore 
that unity and entireness ? What is 'to be done now ? 
Agree again, by all means. Of course, this is an easy 
matter to speak about, though difficult to do. And why 
difficult ? Is it because the Lord has neglected to provide 
for such a case ? Does not our perpetuation of a separated 
state contemn him, especially after we know that he 
desired and prayed for unity among those that are his ?— 
(John xvii. 20, 21). We submit, that the rules for tho 
treatment of offences are few and simple, but effective. 
They have been quoted above, and it will be found, we feel 
assured, that either the evil is of a private personal nature, 
which should be treated as directed in Matt, xviii., or a 
flagrant public offence, such as is set forth in the terrors 
of 1 Cor. v. and Heb. x. ; or a case like 2 Thes. iii. or 
Titus iii.—all of which are distinctly provided for, and 
there can be no others. This last case, indeed (Titus iii.) 
is one which at once divides off the dividers, bringing swift 
judgments on those who are heretics (that is, schismatics 
or sect makers). Go to! go to ! be friends. There is 
enough of wisdom in these precious oracles to guide us all. 

But the caso most usual is not the want of rule nor tho 
distraint of intelligence; it is the want of disposition. 
How can two walk together if they be not agreed ? How 
can two walk together if^there is no love? If such love 
as God's—such benevolence and sacrifice as the Lord 
Jesus Christ's—be in us, it becomes an easy matter to 
adjust all differences; and we shall not go groping for 
rules and directions ; for we shall find the law in our own 
hearts, speaking and prompting spontaneously. If it be 
that the matter has hardened into a grave offence, and the 
breach got confirmed into a wide chasm, it may be—and 
indeed often is—better that it be referred to the arbitra-
tion of another one or two brethren—men of sense and 
probity—whose judgment is unbiassed and whose motive 
is pure. And there are many such ready to sacrifice their 
own convenience for the glory of God and the good of 
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His people. Qall for them ; they will come to help you. 
And bow yourselves down beneath the majesty of the 
heavens whom you have despised and offended, and come 
down from the height of your pride to-sit in the dust with 
confusion of face. But awake to righteousness and sin 
not. Behold, T H E JUDGE is at the door—the Lord is at 
hand. Be zealous and repent, else He will come quickly, 
and remove your candlestick out of its place. 

i 
Generally approved, and most earnestly pressed on the 

attention of the brethren by 
JAMES M O W A T , Aberdeen. 
A L E X . D . B L A G K , H 

' W I L L I A M G I L L , . N 
JOHN COUPAR, Dundee. 
G R A H A M BOOTH, H 

" ALEXANDER SMITH, H 
J O H N DUNCAN, H 
D A V I D LINDSAY, IT 
D A V I D W A T S O N , N 

' D A V I D LAWSON, Newburgh. 
• " J A3. CAMERON, Edinburgh. 

A N D R E W T A I T , H 
. W I L L I A M L A I N O , U 

GEORGE D O W I E , II 
JAMES M U R R A Y , Lanark. 
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186 2. 

Dissensions in the Churches. 

It is a melancholy and humiliating fact, that the mani-
festo for ' the prevention and cure of schism,' with which 
the conference of 1861 wound up its labours, and which 
was intended ' to put an end to such splitting and separa-
tion,' should have entirely failed in this laudable purpose. 
Before the time for holding another July Meeting came 
round, there were serious schisms in several of the churches. 
Trouble had again broken out in the Glasgow meeting, as 
well as in Leeds and Paisley, where the brethren, small 
in number though they "were, felt constrained to have two 
meetings, each more or less antagonistic to the other ; 
while in Edinburgh, a serious division had just been com-
menced, one of the separatists being also a signatory of 
the manifesto which declared that ' nothing shall warrant 
a separation from those who are in Christ.' Such was the 
melancholy state of matters when arrangements had to 
be made for the approaching aggregate meeting of the 
brethren from all parts; and this natural!}' had to be 
taken into account in selecting the subjects for the con-
sideration of the brethren on that occasion. This is seen 
from the notice intimating the meeting, which was inserted 
in the Messenger for July 1862, and which was as follows : 

The July Meeting. 

We have not 'as yet said much about the aggregate 
meeting, because the suggestions for it are not so varied 
as on former occasions. It seems to be desired, however, 
that it should have a character this year different from the 
former years. We would sum up the suggestions regard-
ing it thus : 

1. More time should be employed in prayer and praise, in teaching and 
exhortation, than -what has been at our former meetings. This would tend 
to unite us more closely to each other as children of God, and lead to 
more real fruitfulness in the future history of the churches. 

2. Those attending are expected to meet as brethren concerned about 
weighty matters, and not to fritter away time in mere pleasuro for the 
hour. 
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3. Surely the brethren will see the nocessity of giving attention to the 
question of church unity, and that in such a way as to indicate whether 
they consider it in accordance with apostolic example or teaching to make 
division a mere matter of expediency, and the unity of the body to depend 
upon personal likings or dislikings. Let the brethren be well prepared on 
this topic. 

To urge these duties upon us, we are reminded that our 
strength is in the Lord ; and having His Word dwelling 
in us richly, we shall be ready for every good work. We 
also believe that the Judge standeth at the door : why, 
then, should we grudge one against another ? May the 
Lord be with us, and guide us nil to act so that He may 
be glorified by us in all things. 

As before announced, the meetings will take place in the 
Hall of the Phrenological Museum, 1 Surgeon's Square. 
Edinburgh; which will be open from four o'clock on the 
afternoon of Saturday, 19th July. It has been suggested 
to have meetings even sooner than this, provided there be 
brethren forward. That evening, at eight o'clock, the 
programme of the morrow will be determined ; and the 
brethren present can say whether any meetings should be 
held on Monday. Such is desirable, if found practicable. 

The Visitors. 

There were 19 brethren from a distance present, in 
addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting—as 
follows : . 
AJIERDEEN—William Philip. 
CIIOSSOATES—John Muir and James 

Wilson. 
CUMNOCK—.John Palcrson. 
DUNDEE—John Duncan and Henry 

Mackintosh. 
DUNFEKMMKE—Robert Tcnnant. 

GLASGOW—David Christie, Allan For-
dyce, Jessie Fordyce, James Napier, 

• Mrs Naismith, William Smith, William 
Thomson, and Andrew Wright. 

LANARK—James Murray. 
PATSLET—James Hunter. 

The Secessionists in Edinburgh. 

As has already been stated, a number of the members 
of the Edinburgh Church had, only a few weeks previously, 
separated themselves and formed another meeting, because 
of a difference on a matter of church order; and some 
curiosity existed as to how they would act in the altered 
circumstances. None of them appeared at the forenoon 
meeting; but in the afternoon, a little sensation was caused 
by the entrance of the following seceders :—Andrew Tait, 
William Ellis, Walter Oliver, Mrs Oliver, Robert Meek, 
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John Shedden, David Swansori, and Alexander Swanson. 
William Pearson, of Glasgow, who had met with the 
seceders in the forenoon, accompanied them. With one 
exception, they did not take any part in the proceedings, 
whilst listening attentively to all that was said, 

SAT CJBD AY. 
Preliminary Arrangements. 

A preliminary meeting was held at eight o'clock, to 
make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings on 
the following day. These arrangements provided that 
there should be no chairman on this occasion. There 
seemed to be one absorbing topic in the minds of all those 
assembled—the unity of the brotherhood. It was there-
fore determined that it should have a pre-eminent place in 
the deliberations and deliverances of the brethren ; reserv-
ing only the third of the three sederunts for the comparison 
of notes on prophetic readings and studies. As it turned 
out, however, even that short time could not be spared 
for so interesting a matter. 

SUNDAY. 
FORENOON. 

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in 'the 
forenoon. The first meeting was occupied in the congenial 
exercises of praising our Father in heaven, by song and 
thanksgiving and commemorative breaking of bread, in 
prayer for wisdom and blessing, and in the consideration 
of His revealed will in the Scriptures. The duties of self-
examination and mutual care were urged upon the hearts 
of all in terms of most acceptable address ; and attention 
was drawn to our hope in the coming of the Lord as the 
great point of interest and centre of motive to unity and 
diligence. This meeting was brought to a close shortly 
after one o'clock. 
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